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The Qianlong Emperor, or the Emperor Gaozong of the Qing
Dynasty, is the longest-reigning and longest-lived emperor in the
history of China with profound influences reaching far till today.

During his reign, social stability and economic prosperity
contributed to a population of 300 million, accounting for about 1/3 of
that of the world at that time. The emperor encouraged horsemanship
and archery and consolidated the borders through the “Ten Military
Campaigns” and the territory of the Qing Dynasty expanded to its
largest during his reign; the rule of rites was also advocated, and
under his leadership, the Si Ku Quan Shu or Complete Library in Four
Sections was compiled and left as a treasure for later generations.

Over one hundred pieces (sets) of cultural relics with close
relationship to the Emperor Qianlong are to be displayed for this
special exhibition, thanks to the support of the Palace Museum holding
these treasures. Through these exquisite cultural relics of the Qing
court, we see the age of prosperity and the emperor with great civilian

and military talents and accomplishments.
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An Emperor with Blessings and Longevity

Hongli Aisin-Gioro, the fourth emperor of the Qing
Dynasty, was deeply favored by his grandfather and trusted
by his father. Into adulthood, he ascended the throne without
any obstruction. He was on the reign for 60 years and still
held the supreme sovereignty as Overlord after abdication
till he died at 89. In the history of China, he is not only the

longest-reigning emperor, but also the longest-lived emperor.
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