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Abstract

Song dynasty was at the peak of the development of ceramic making in ancient China, and
taking Jingdezhen as its center, ceramic production by shadowy blue ware kilns, lasted for more
than seven hundered years, which originated from the Northern Song dynasty and weakened in the
middle Ming dynasty. Compared with ceramic making of other kiln types, shadowy blue ware kilns
are of the most variety, the widest category and the best export sales. Sculptural techniques of
shadowy blue wares plays an important role in the development of shadowy blue wares, that is to
say, there is no brilliance for shadowy blue wares without the participatation of sculptural
techniques. This paper tries to illustrate that glorious period based on the evolution of shadowy blue
ceramic sculpture of Song dynasty and study its significance for the development of modern ceramic
sculpture in China.

Jingdezhen shadowy blue ceramic sculpture of Song dynasty developed at the same time with
shadowy blue wares, experiencing two historical periods of the Southern Song dynasty and the
Northern Song dynasty, and three stages of development, which are start and rise, advanced
development, as well as evolution and transformation. It is not only the product of social and
historical conditions in Song dynasty, but also the reflection of aesthetic thoughts and aesthetic ideas
of the whole Song dynasty.

Craftsmanship of Jingdezhen shadowy blue ceramic sculpture has a close relationship with the
sculptural techniques of wood carving, clay sculpture and stone carving in Jiangnan region, and it is
a good example for the inheritance of Chinese sculpture industry. Taking the development of
economy and culture in Northern and Southern Song dynasties as the background, the brilliant
accomplishments of shadowy blue ceramic sculpture is based on many objective factors, such as
excellent techniques of kilns, and favorable natural conditions, society, politics, economy and
culture.

The systematic application of craftsmanship, such as the parallel use of sculpturing and molding
in Jingdezhen shadowy blue wares and the creation of engraving technique “semi knife mud” ,
inevitably results from the social and economic development of Song dynasty. It combines all
sculptural techniques, reflects the tradition of technical and cultural creation in China, typically
reveals the inheritance structure of craftsmanship between master and apprentice as well as the
cooperation of craftsmen, further illustrates the technical characteristics of shadowy blue wares in

Jingdezhen, shows the economic and cultural prosperity of Song dynasty, and highlights the positive



role of molding system to the development of Jingdezhen shadowy blue ceramic sculpture.

With the influence of sculptural techniques, sculptural modeling of shadowy blue wares can be
classified into two categories. One is the sculpture used as the accessories of shadowy blue wares.
From many unearthed wares, such as pots, vessels (zun), water containers, bowls in the shape of a
conical bamboo hat, boxes (Lianhe) , incense burners, burial objects, compacts and water
droppers, we can find that some scultpural techniques like kneading modelling and engraving are
popular and important in making cover button, handle, spout, ears, bottle belly, foot and the middle
part of the bowl and so on, which are the combination of shadowy blue ceramic modelling and
sculpturing; the other is the modelling of ceramic materials only with sculptural techiniques, which
creates many shadowy blue sculptures of various shapes. Models with more sculptural characteristics
such as ceramic pillows, standing warriors, religious figures, animals, flowers and fruits better
embody the technical characteristics of shadowy blue ceramic sculpture.

Following the shape and structure of sculptural modeling in Qin dynasty, Han dynasty, Sui
dynasty and Tang dynasty of China, the modeling of Jingdezhen shadowy blue ceramic sculpture in
Song dynasty is greatly influenced by the gentle and refined cultural purport of Song dynasty and
closely related to the extravagant life popular in the society. The characteristics of shadowy blue
ceramic sculpture is the perfect combination of shadowy blue glaze and sculpture, which display
both functional and aesthetic attributes.

The prosperity of urban economy, the rise of citizen stratum and the expansion of commodity
circulation in Song dynasty greatly improved the material and market conditions for the
development of handicraft industry, brought noticeable changes to techniques, production scale and
technology organization of handicraft industry and made a great breakthrough in the development
of techniques and culture. The shadowy blue ceramic sculpture is created and developed under such
circumstances. Thanks to the influence of literati, ideological trend of the Confucian school of
idealist philosophy of the Song dynasty and aesthetic ideas, Jingdezhen shadowy blue ceramic
sculpture exhibits the beauty of deft technique, good design and appropriate application of
materials, which is not the stuffing of techniques but surrealistic modeling, reflecting the collective
identity to the aesthetic structure. Jingdezhen shadowy blue ceramic sculptures of Song dynasty
show a series of changes in many aspects, such as types, shapes and decoration, presenting plain,
implicative and elegant style.

Jingdezhen shadowy blue wares of Song dynasty boomed to be one of the most typical
representatives and one of the most influential kiln types of ceramic industry in Song dynasty, and
sculpture, as an important type of Jingdezhen shadowy blue wares in Song dynasty, reached a peak
in the history of Chinese ceramic sculpture. Nothing can happen in the society without the
cooperation of people. The rise of Jingdezhen shadowy blue wares in Song dynasty results from the
joint efforts of industrious and intelligent potters of Jingdezhen. Without these talents, it is
impossible to create shadowy blue ceramic sculpture, the crystallization of technology and arts, no

matter how good the social condition is.
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