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Preface-1

This is a gorgeous pageant of art and a display of artistic creativity in the great historical process of building the Chinese dream. On
December 21" 2016, the grand ceremony of “The Beauty of Ceramic Art: the Exhibition of Teachers’ Artworks of Jingdezhen Ceramic

Institute” was held at the United Nations Headquarters in New York.

The great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation will inevitably bring about the revival of literature and art and the prosperity of fine
arts. Since the 18" National Congress of the Communist Party of China, the central committee has deployed the “four comprehensive”
strategic tasks, opened a new window of reform, worked out the blueprint for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, and greatly
stimulated the sense of historical mission and artistic creativity of writers and artists. China’s development has presented us with
historic opportunities. China's economy which has experienced more than 30 years of rapid development is bound to transformed to the
innovation-driven model. Governments at all levels are attaching great importance to take various initiatives for its realization, which
brings unprecedented opportunities for the development of design and design education. The “Belt and Road” National Initiative calls
for our confidence in our own culture. The great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation contains the necessity of reshaping and spreading the

Chinese aesthetic paradigm. It also brings wonderful opportunities for the development of traditional Chinese culture and art.

The only institution of higher learning specializing in ceramics in China, Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute boasts more than 100 years of
history. Over the past 100 years, JCI has achieved wonderful achievements in promoting Chinese ceramic culture and revitalizing Chinese
ceramic industry. It has cultivated a large number of ceramic artists and families who actively carry forward the socialist core values,
create artworks for the people, draw merits from the beauty of nature, life and people and shoulder the responsibility of the contemporary
art. They also carry forward traditional Chinese culture while promoting the innovation of art, instill traditional artistic motifs with new
dimensions, and strive to create art with distinctive Chinese style. By adhering to high standards of art creation, they have depicted the
people’s pursuit of their ideal dreams with their brushes, and used their ink to represent people’s efforts to realize their Chinese dreams,

and shape the new image of contemporary China.

The ceramic art is one of the best traditional Chinese culture, and an important media through which the world understands China.
Ceramics is both a temporal and spatial art. In terms of time, ceramics links the ideas of people in different times. Spatially, it connects the

various aesthetic tastes of people in different countries.

Hegel said: “Art is the manifestation of the idea of beauty in sensuous form. Beauty is infinite and free.” The introduction of abstract

expressionism, surrealism, grotesque art and other modern art has helped the ceramic art break through the limitation of traditional



ceramic techniques. Ridding of the shackles of “functionality” and “craft”, the ceramic art becomes a new category of art. Jingdezhen
Ceramic Institute take initiative to get integrated into the torrent of modern ceramic art,and with a good many famous modern ceramic
artists such as Xilin Qin , Guochen Zhou, YongkangYao, Gang Ning, Jinquan Lu, Yalin Zhang , it has become an important forefront of
modern Chinese ceramics. They have completely broken free of the bondage of the creative concepts of traditional ceramic art, explored the
modern artistic expression and aesthetic characteristics that are marked with distinctive personality, and created many new art forms with
strong Chinese characteristics such “modern folk blue and white”, “ceramics with integrated decorations” and “modern porcelain painting

art”. Hailed as the “JCI phenomenon”, they have greatly promoted the development of modern Chinese ceramic art.

Pen and ink chases the sun and the moon while the blue and green colors paint beautiful pictures. As the only institution of higher
learning in ceramics in China, Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute will continue to contribute to the history of Chinese fine arts, and represent
the spirit, development and social progress of the Republic through art. We will stand on the new starting point of history, call on our
teachers and artists to work hard to depict the blooming flowers, eulogize the spirit of the times, represent the wonderful achievements of

th

our cultural construction so as pay tribute to the successful party’s 19" conference and contribute to the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation

and fulfillment of Chinese dream !

Jiezhong Guo

Genreal Party Secretary of Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute

18™ June 2017
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Preface-2

If there is anything that can move us, it must be a force deep down in our heart. Jingdezhen, the worldly-renowned porcelain city,
which has given birth to the one-thousand-year magical ceramic culture, is blessed with such a force. This force is called harmony, the
harmony of its people of different nationalities and their beliefs; This force is also called beauty, the beauty of ceramics, of the natural

scenery and abundant goods, and of the solemn relics of Jingdezhen region.

Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute, the only multidisciplinary university with ceramics as its core and the forefront of China’s higher
education in ceramics, is renowned in China and the world for its wonderful achievements and long history which can be traced to Chinese
Ceramic School founded in 1910. Over the past 100 years of development, the institute has now become an important base of international
ceramic art communication, education and technology innovation. JCI takes pride in its famous artists who have inherited the traditional
ceramic art, glorified Chinese ceramic art and innovated its materials, techniques, and methods of formation and decoration. They have
made excellent achievements and created a large number of epoch-making national art treasures by inventing “modern folk blue and

G

white”, “ceramics with integrated decoration” and “modern ceramic painting” .

Over the past 100 years, Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute, with the mission of promoting the ceramic culture and revitalizing the ceramic
industry, is committed to cultivating ceramic professionals in China. Thanks to the globalization of information and the integration of the
world, people are increasingly aware of the significance of ceramics and their longing for Chinese ceramic culture is also rising on daily
basis. As an artistic reflection of the outer physical world and the inner spiritual world, the art of ceramic painting proves to be a good

medium for people to understand Chinese ceramic culture, and the wonderful development of Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute.

On December 2016, the grand ceremony of “The Beauty of Ceramic Art: the Exhibition of Teachers’ Artworks of Jingdezhen Ceramic
Institute” was held in United Nations Headquarters. The exhibition brought together artworks of influential contemporary Chinese
ceramic artists, showing the natural ecology, people’s lives, religious culture, and social harmony of contemporary China from different
angles. These splendid ceramic works present viewers with the beauty and harmony of contemporary Chinese art. Every day, thousands of
visitors from the art and cultural circles, oversea Chinese Americans and students from universities and middle schools visit the exhibition.
Before leaving, they left messages which not only gave high praise of the exhibition but also showed their heart-felt love for the profound

Chinese ceramic culture.

As we all know, the ceramic art is a bridge that connects the past with the future. British poet Browning once said: “Art should take

responsibility for nurturing ideas”. Mr. Yuanpei Cai also said when talking about aesthetic education that “aesthetic education is applying



the theory of aesthetics in education for the purpose of cultivating students’ feelings and emotions; aesthetic education and intellectual
education should complement each other in order to realize moral education.” These sayings show that “art” is neither a mere “discipline”
in university, nor a “skill” for students to acquire, but an important part of the humanistic education. Hence we can say, the role of

Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute in the education of Chinese ceramic art is prominent.

It is our expectation that more artists should study and implement the spirit of President Xi's remarks at the opening ceremony of
the 10" Congress of the China Federation of Literary and Art Circles, and devote themselves to create more wonderful works that are
deep-rooted in the people, reflective of the times, faithful to history and future-oriented. They should be written for the people to convey
their ideas, express their feelings, and voice their minds. It is also our wish that more people will come to Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute to
appreciate ceramic artworks in which there are mountains, water, people, things and more importantly, feelings and emotions, to discuss

the true essence of the ceramic art education and to experience a wonderful meeting with “beauty” and “warmth” .

Weihui Jiang
President of Jingdezhen Cermamic Insitute

18™ June 2017
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Gang Ning is a vice president, second-level professor and PhD instructor of
Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute. He is the member of the 7th Discipline Assessment Board
of Design of the Academic Degrees Committee of the State Council, P.R.C., of the Teaching
Advisory Board of the Industrial Design of the Ministry of Education, and of Chinese
Artists Association. He is also a master of the Ceramic Art of China and the vice chairman
of Chinese National Ceramic Art Masters Association. He receives special allowance from
the State Council, and has been awarded the "Outstanding Contribution Prize in Ceramic
Art and Design Education" granted by Chinese Ceramic Industry Association and the title

of "Outstanding Talent" granted by Jiangxi people’s government.
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Yanzu LI, Ph.D, is Jinggang Scholar of Jiangxi Province, receiver of special
allowance of State Council, and professor, PhD instructor and dean of the School of
Art and Museology of Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute. He is a member of Chinese Artists

Association, Chinese Academy of Aesthetics, Chinese Designers Association, and Chinese

Arts and Crafts Institute. He is also the vice director of Beijing Municipal Science
Technology and Aesthetics Association, the vice-chairman of the committee of Tourist Art
and Craft Products of Chinese Arts and Crafts Institute, and the vice director of the sixth
review committee of Masters of Arts and Crafts of China, and director of the fifth review
committee of Masters of Arts and Crafts of China. In 2003, he received the first National
Award for Distinguished Teacher, Beijing Municipal Award for Distinguished Teacher
Prize and Tsinghua University Award for Distinguished Teacher. In 2002, he received
respectively the first and the second prize in National Textbook Award. In 1995, he received
the second prize in the first National Research Achievements in the Humanities and Social
Sciences. In 1993, he received the first prize on Teaching Achievements and the honor of

Young Outstanding Teacher of universities in Beijing.
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