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Illustrations to Yunnan Stories and
Its Following Series

Yunnan is full of majesties in its natural scenery and culture. On this fairy land, there are
hills piled on hills, clouds gathering together, forests rounding up thick, green leaves swaying up
mist and dancing trees’ shadow reflected on the rocks. What a heaven with syncretism between
heaven and man! Here is a paradise for one to relax mind in solitude and keep away from compli-
cated earthly life. Such a wonderful land is endowed with unique and diverse cultural resources
which makes it more dynamic as well as the natural resources. Therein, the cultures of the fifteen
native minorities are just like wonderful blossoms and add enormous artistic charming to the serene
and peaceful land.

Yunnan, one of the cradles of human civilizations, is located in the southwestern part of
China. It serves as the radiation center for China’s development in South Asia and Southeast Asia
and thus enjoys favorable geographical significance. As Chinese government puts forward the strate-
gy of “ One Belt and One Road”, the development of Yunnan draws more and more attention
throughout the world. There will be more people to set their foot on the land and explore and spread
the unique Yunnan culture which is also part of traditional Chinese culture. It will be a cause with
great honor and responsibility for everyone involved.

This book is compiled in both Chinese and English and comprises the typical folktales of fif-
teen ethnic minorities native to Yunnan. The fifteen ethnic groups are Dulong, De’ang, Jinuo,
Nu, Achang, Pumi, Bulang, Jingpo, Naxi, Wa, Lahu, Lisu, Dai, Bai, and Hani. The
stories complied here, involves the explanations about the origins of these minorities, languages,
writings, customs and natural environment and phenomena. These folktales are imaginative in a
logical way by personating and mythologizing everything in the natural world as well as the spiritu-
al, mental and social phenomena, creating many impressive scenes and figures. Also, they are
interesting in plots with clear cause and effect and hence seem to be very attractive. At the same
time, all the folktales are philosophical and incisive, which displays the epitome of life experi-
ence of their ancestors and the spiritual wealth of knowledge and thoughts of the early ancestry.

This book can be used either as a TCFL textbook for the foreign students to learn knowledge
on ethnic cultures, or as a children’s book for the readers to get to know and understand the ethnic
cultural heritage of Yunnan and to broaden their cultural horizon as well, so that the ethnic culture
could be spread and passed on without a stop.

Compiled in both Chinese and English, the book series are themed with Yunnan culture to
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demonstrate its unique role in traditional Chinese culture. The relevant books are Imagine Yunnan
Yunnan Landscapes, Yunnan Stories, Yunnan Cuisines, Yunnan Herbs, Yunnan Experience,
Yunnan Recreations, Yunnan Teas, Yunnan Songs and Dances, Yunnan Paintings and Yunnan
Religions, all of which aim to highlight the extensive profoundness of Chinese culture and its little-

known uniqueness.
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