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Director General of China International Cooperation Center(CICC)
Ke Zhihua’s address for the Chinese Song & Yuan Paintings
(Hengshui) International Seminar

At the moment of the opening of the Chinese Song & Yuan Paintings (Hengshui) International Seminar, I would like to, on
behalf of China International Cooperation Center(CICC), express the warmest welcome and grateful thanks to vthe relative
party and government leaders, the persons in charge of cultural and arts institutions, the Chinese and foreign experts in the
fields of cultural relic, museums and arts, the senior diplomats of embassies in P.R.China, the Chinese and foreign media and
journalists. Thank you for all your support and attendance.

“International communication depends on peoples getting close, and peoples get close depends on heart to heart
communication”. Culture and art is the important bridge for heart to heart communication between the peoples from various
country. Under the ideas of*“Different culture should have equal conversation, communication and mutual learning”, we
actively promote the cultural exchange between China and the foreign countries and the international spread of Chinese
culture. As well, we strive to create a cultural atmosphere for the key diplomatic activities. Under our World Art Palace
Programme we have brought hundreds of Chinese contemporary artists and their works into world-famous museums and
galleries to exhibit. Under our World-renown Art Exhibition Cooperation Programme we have cooperations with La Biennale
de Venezia, Salon SNBA, Art Paris Art Fair, Art Basel, etc.. Under our Chinese Cultural Envoy World Tour, we not only spread
Chinese culture & art, but also shorten the distance in the culture and heart with the countries visited by our artists’creatings of
works these country. At the first year of the Chinese and Foreign Artists Joint Art Creation Programme, Mr.Ma Yongqiang--the
Indonesian painter support by our programme and the president of the Indonesia Culture Association, won two gold awards
on Salon SNBA. His obtaining awards is not only the Indonesian and Asian glory but also an excellent example of presenting
the charm of Asian art joinly by Chinese and Indonesian artist. As well, we launched Disseminating Chinese Culture in
World-renown Universities Programme, we cooperated with CCTV and the influential international medias and began a more
systematic presentation about Chinese and foreign artists and the culture and art exchange activities between China and the
foreign countries. We have built a communication brand to show the national cultural image jointly with China Friendship
Foundation for Peace and Development for a long time.

Through these efforts, we show the world Chinese contemporary culture image and Chinese contemporary innovation practice
in culture and art field. At the same time, we realize that it is same important to spread and develop the excellent traditional
Chinese culture. Today, we focus on the traditional Song & Yuan paintings and organize the first session of Chinese ancient
paintings and calligraphy international seminar. This is a meaningful new attempt. Chinese ancient paintings is an important
part of excellent traditional Chinese culture and it is passed on generation after generation as a cultural heritage of the
Chinese nation. Chinese ancient paintings convey the Chinese aesthetic idea in the various historical periods and reflect the
psychological emotion, ideologies, customs and national cohesion of the Chinese nation. In the long history of development
of traditional Chinese painting, the modeling language with the theme of brush and ink has constituted an important
aesthetic connotation of the national style and traditional culture of Chinese traditional painting. With its frequent perfectly
integration with poem and Ci, poetic essay, calligraphy and seal cutting, traditional Chinese paintings reached to a high level
of “combination of appearance and romantic charge”. The Song & Yuan dynasties is the peak of the development of Chinese
painting. You will see it from the paintings and the research reports in the seminar, and in the Chinese Song & Yuan paintings
collected by the Chinese Painting & Calligraphy Museum of Hengshui.

Today, we are appreciating the Chinese Song & Yuan paintings. Here, instead of immersing our own beauty, we “show all’s
beauty, appreciate other’s beauty, enjoy the common beauty, get the supreme harmony worldwide”. Under this harmonious
culture, let's understand the beauty of our culture, have self-confidence about it and carry forward the combination practice of
Chinese art and foreign art, make the world arts garden where the Chinese civilization and other countries’ civilizations stand
in more blossoming with radiant splendor.

Today, we converge at Hengshui, enjoying the city that owns both rich cultural heritage and innovative ideas, seeing the
development of a private museum, and appreciating the obsession, persistence and undertaking of Mr.Liu Xingang to the
traditional Chinese ancient paintings and calligraphy. I think what we see in Hengshui and this seminar today, it is exactly the
microcosm of Chinese contemporary culture’s developing and booming under the national strategy. Everyone of us here is the
participant and witness of this great course.

Let’s bless the Chinese culture and the world culture more prosperous and brighter in the future.
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