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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

On 24 June 2016, President Obama reasserted the enduring special
relationship between the US and the UK after Brexit vote by saying “The
special relationship between the United States and the United Kingdom
is enduring, and the United Kingdom’s membership in NATO remains a
vital cornerstone of U.S. foreign, security, and economic policy” (White
House 2016). More than seven decades have passed since the inception
of the Anglo-American special relationship (AASR) in the Second World
War. It is fascinating that the AASR has persisted up until today, albeit
experiencing twists and turns. The end of the Cold War turned out not to
be a fatal blow to the AASR.

It is a rare phenomenon in international relations, where most alliances
are short-lived, that the AASR has managed to persist without losing its
vitality after the end of the Cold War. The AASR warrants special atten-
tion, not because it is the oldest alliance of the UK and the US. For the
UK, its oldest ally is Portugal. Its alliance with Portugal goes back to 1373
when Anglo-Portuguese Treaty was initially signed (Stone 1994). By con-
trast, the US’s oldest ally is France which provided key support to the
US in the American Revolution War (Cogan 1994). The AASR warrants
special attention, mainly because it not only remains one of the key players
shaping contemporary international affairs, but also represents the most
intimate relationship between two sovereign states in terms of security
cooperation in the world today.
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