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Preface

When I was asked to work on the seventh edition of An Introduction to Sociolin-
guistics 1 jumped at the chance, having often used the textbook myself and knowing
it was something I would be proud to have my name on. As I worked on the project,
my respect for Ronald Wardhaugh only grew; the depth and breadth of his knowl-
edge provides the basis for these chapters. While I am responsible for the content
of this textbook, this project was only possible because I had as a starting point such
excellent material.

The changes I have made are both thematic and organizational. Throughout the
text, I have sought to incorporate research which reflects contemporary social theo-
ries, in particular social constructionist and critical approaches, as applied to the
study of language in society. Further, I have sought to position sociolinguists as
potential actors and activists, not objective observers who necessarily remain outside
of the worlds they study; this perspective culminates in the final section, which has
been titled ‘Sociolinguistics and Social Justice.

In terms of chapter layout, some re-arrangement of the materials will be apparent
to those who have used the textbook in the past. The first section contains chapters
on the same topics, although with some different titles to the sixth edition. The
second section has been updated, but retains its focus on variationist sociolinguis-
tics. The section now titled ‘Language and Interaction’ contains chapters on ethnog-
raphy, pragmatics, and discourse analysis. The final section on social justice continues
to include chapters on language and gender (and sexuality) and language policy and
planning, but also a chapter focusing on language and education in sociolinguistic
research.

Finally, the seventh edition of An Introduction to Sociolinguistics also has an
accompanying website, where students can find a review guide, vocabulary lists, and
links to related websites for each chapter. There are also materials for instructors,
including discussion topics and guides to the explorations and exercises that are
provided in the textbook.

May your introduction to sociolinguistics be the beginning of new interests and
insights!

Janet M. Fuller
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