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PREFACE

The International Handbook of Contemporary Develop-
ments in Librarianship was conceived in 1977 as a project
that would present an overview of the major developments
and most significant trends in librarianship since 1945.
The book is not intended as a work of comparative library
studies. Yet, it will prove useful as a handbook to scholars
and students working in that area. It should be noted here
that the terms *‘international’” and *‘comparative librarian-
ship®’ are regarded as having different meanings but both
are of importance in trying to understand world librarianship.

International librarianship is limited strictly to those activities
that involve librarianship and all of its aspects across
national boundaries. It would thereby exclude comparative
analysis, but include such activities as exchange of librarians,
books, ideas, and the study of library systems in different
countries. On the other hand, comparative librarianship
should lean on the tradition of comparative studies found
in other fields such as political, government, and legal
studies.

In order to fully understand the role or state of affairs of
librarianship, the library problem must be placed in context.
That is, one must see how that part called librarianship is
related to nonlibrary factors. For example, the student or
researcher studying library education in Anglophone Africa,
the United States, and the United Kingdom will have a
much easier task if he or she understands something of the
history and politics of the colonial era.

Just as important as an understanding of historical and
political factors is that of geography and climate in Africa,
the United States, and England. Both factors can furnish
clues to transportation, roads, and economic conditions.
Planning, building, and the use of libraries are essentially
dependent on roads and on the availability of capital.
Closely related to geography and climate are demographic
factors, which include such matters as total number of
inhabitants; education levels, especially literacy; racial
composition; age groups; and urban-rural distributions.
Demographic factors are important when planning most
types of services and systems, including libraries.

The extent of a nation’s communication systems can
bear directly on library developments. Communication
includes languages and dialects; numbers of newspapers;
availability of books and magazines and how well they are

distributed; telephone and teletype links; film production;
and radio and television. If we consider book production
in vernacular languages, we immediately see that stocking a
library with readable materials becomes a problem in a
nation with many dialects and languages. Library
development in Papua New Guinea is frustrated by the
fact that over seven hundred languages are spoken in that
nation. Providing reading materials for such a diverse
population challenges library and educational leaders in
that nation.

Economic systems have different meanings and values
according to geographic locality. Currency does not have
the same meaning in parts of the Pacific Islands as it has in
Hawaii. As an example, bartering is still significant in
Samoa. In this same vein, the term ‘‘free public library”’
does not have the same meaning to a government official
in a country that charges a membership fee for using the
public library.

Familiarity with library tradition and history is essential
to an understanding of contemporary library events, as
well as landmarks in a nation’s library developments. The
researcher should know something about existing library
legislation, financial support, and other national and local
conditions, for they will have direct bearing on goals and
objectives. The existence of national plans and studies
also has value for background and perspective, for the
library/information infrastructure provides the framework
for all comparative study.

The developing nations are exhibiting increasing
recognition of information as a national resource, the
increasing dependence on knowledge systems by those in
positions of policymaking, and a need to continue to
recognize and fulfill the unique information needs of the
average citizen. Most of the so-called Third World countries
are therefore in some stage of organizing library and
information services. These countries have organized their
services formally and are supported by a centralized
government, or they are informally organized with only
minimum government support.

There are some intriguing questions which researchers
in the fields of comparative and international librarianship
might consider for future research. One such question is
what can a nonindustrialized nation offer to an industrialized
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nation in terms of contemporary developments in
librarianship? Can American librarianship learn from
Nigerian librarianship? Can librarianship in Papua New
Guinea learn from librarianship in Jamaica? It is hoped
that this work will be helpful in dealing with such questions.

In the German sense of Handbuch this book is a
compendium of facts on a central theme and is intended
both for reference use and for general reading. Of course,
not every country in the world can be represented in a
work of this kind. The countries that are presented here as
representative have library developments that are significant
and more pronounced than those found in other countries.
Many of the countries selected have made advances over
the past thirty years which require detailed analyses of
basic processes. All of the articles are original and are
being published for the first time here.

Inasmuch as this book is about international librarianship,
it is organized by regions (Africa, the Middle East, Asia,
Oceania, Europe, North America, Mexico, and the
Caribbean) and by countries within the regions. Sixty-
five countries are represented in thirty-four chapters. All
of the contributors are either natives of the country they
discuss or have long been directly involved with library
affairs of that country.

A project of this size and scope depends heavily upon
the cooperation and good-will of scholars who must take
time from their busy schedules to do the necessary research
and write the manuscripts. A few scholars who had hoped
to prepare chapters discovered they could not do so becatise
of factors beyond their control. In some instances, the
editor was able to obtain a replacement, but when he was
not, then the country unfortunately was not included.
Whatever success this book enjoys as a professional
contribution to the body of literature of librarianship can
be attributed to the enthusiasm of the authors. The editor
takes full responsibility for any shortcomings the work
may have in its style, organization, balance, and countries
selected.

Finally, I extend a special word of appreciation for their

" counsel and criticism of parts of the book (Pakistan,

France, and Pacific Islands) to Imre Bard and Renée
Heyum and my graduate research assistant Larry Chazen.

MILES M. JACKSON

University of Hawaii at Manoa
Honolulu, Hawaii
February 1981
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