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INTRODUCTION

The overwhelming majority of books on the
John F. Kennedy assassination have been
written by people who had no firsthand per-
sonal experience with the crime. Dr. Charles
Crenshaw is one of the very few writers on
the assassination who was directly involved
in the tragic events of November 22-24, 1963,
in Dallas. It was his fate, as a thirty-year-old
surgeon, to assist in trying to save the lives
of the mortally wounded President and his
accused assassin in Dallas’s Parkland Hospi-
tal. Dr. Crenshaw’s book, then, is unique. It
is the Kennedy assassination seen from one
who lived it on the front lines, from one who
was there twice, covered with blood and
gore, trying desperately to rescue two men
from death. As such it grants us a fresh new
vision of what has come to be known as the
“Crime of the Century.”

Other writers have postulated that the
President was struck by at least one, perhaps
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two bullets, fired from the front, whereas the
Warren Commission asserted Kennedy was
struck twice from behind. Dr. Crenshaw, as
one of the surgeons treating the President’s
wounds, saw with his own eyes that Ken-
nedy was struck twice from the front: once
in the neck and once in the right side of his
head. This, of course, meant that Oswald
had not acted alone. This firsthand observa-
tion is enough to make Dr. Crenshaw’s book
significant, but it by no means exhausts the
revelations in JFK: Conspiracy of Silence.

As Dr. Crenshaw was battling to save the
lives of John F. Kennedy and Lee Harvey Os-
wald, some profoundly disturbing things
happened in the trauma rooms in which he
was working. While he was treating Presi-
dent Kennedy’s wounds in Trauma Room 1,
he observed a Secret Service agent roaming
around the room brandishing a pistol cocked
and ready to fire, while shouting and mut-
tering to himself. Two days later, another
armed individual was mysteriously present
in the operating room while Dr. Crenshaw
and his colleagues struggled to save Oswald
from death. But these were relatively insig-
nificant occurrences compared to the tele-
phone call Dr. Crenshaw received while he
was attending to Oswald’s wounds.

In the midst of trying to save the accused
assassin’s life, Dr. Crenshaw was called to
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the phone in the hospital supervisor’s office.
When he picked up the receiver, he was as-
tonished to find his caller was the newly
sworn-in President of the United States, Lyn-
don B. Johnson. Johnson brusquely told Cren-
shaw he wanted a deathbed confession from
Oswald, and that there was a man in the
room who would receive it. The doctor told
the President he would do what he could.
When he returned to his patient, he knew
immediately he could not save Oswald and
there would be no deathbed confession. The
mysterious man with the pistol was hovering
nearby waiting to take the confession. Dr.
Crenshaw told him that Oswald was near
death and there would be no confession. The
mystery man then quickly disappeared.

What are we to make of this strange epi-
sode? Was Lyndon Johnson a plotter in a
conspiracy to kill President Kennedy? Was
Johnson trying to get a confession of sole
guilt from Oswald that would strengthen the
already-proclaimed official assertion that he
was a lone-nut assassin? Was Johnson al-
ready trying to get himself off the hook?

These thoughts ran through Dr. Cren-
shaw’s mind after Oswald was officially de-
clared dead and the young surgeon left the
operating room. _

I do not believe the available evidence sug-
gests that Lyndon Johnson helped plot the
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assassination of President Kennedy, even
though he had a lot to gain from Kennedy’s
death. I do believe, however, that Johnson
was an accessory after the fact, that he was
a willing participant in the governmental
cover-up that followed the President’s death.

It is now widely believed that Johnson’s
good friend, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover,
was most definitely an accessory after the fact
in the assassination of President Kennedy.
There is indisputable proof that Hoover with-
held vital evidence from the Warren Commis-
sion that would have contradicted his hasty
conclusion that Oswald had acted alone.

Hoover and Johnson were very close. Both
had felt threatened by President Kennedy.
Hoover knew that Kennedy was going to
force him to retire as director of the FBI upon
Kennedy’s expected reelection to the presi-
dency in 1964. Johnson was fearful that Ken-
nedy was going to drop him from the ticket
as his running mate in 1964. Kennedy’s as-
sassination was the solution to both men’s
worst fears. On May 8, 1964, a firmly en-
sconced President Johnson signed an Exec-
utive order waiving Hoover’s mandatory
retirement at age sixty-five and requested
that the veteran bureaucrat continue as direc-
tor of the FBI.

After the assassination both Hoover and
Johnson felt threatened by John Kennedy’s
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ghost. Suppose there had been a conspiracy
to assassinate the President? If there was,
why had not Hoover, as director of the na-
tion’s principal investigative agency, not dis-
covered it? Or if he had discovered it, which
now appears to have been the case, why
didn’t he report it to the Secret Service and
the Kennedy brothers? As for Johnson, with
rumors flying around that Fidel Castro or the
KGB might have been behind the crime—
after all, Oswald had demonstrated for Cas-
tro in New Orleans in the summer of 1963,
and had allegedly met with a KGB official in
Mexico City in October, 1963—he was faced
with the issue of war or peace if Oswald was
found to have participated in a conspiracy to
kill the President. Judging from his response
to the Kennedy assassination, it appears that
Lyndon Johnson was overcome by a need to
quash rumors of conspiracy, any conspiracy.
Oswald the lone-nut assassin was for John-
son the most politically convenient solution
to the crime.

Both Hoover and Johnson, then, were se-
verely threatened by the possibility that Os-
wald was part of a conspiracy. Their
response to that threat was to prevent the
nature of a possible conspiracy from becom-
ing known. Johnson would telephone a sur-
geon at Parkland Hospital who was trying
to save Oswald’s life, telling him to obtain a
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deathbed confession from the dying accused
assassin; and later he would appoint a presi-
dential commission, to be chaired by Chief
Justice Earl Warren, whose members would
all be men threatened, in one way or an-
other, by the possibility of conspiracy and
would therefore not care to look for one.

Still, even if we grant that Hoover and
Johnson were not co-conspirators but acces-
sories in the assassination of President Ken-
nedy, a gnawing mystery remains in Dr.
Crenshaw’s Parkland Hospital scenario: Who
was the armed stranger in the operating
room who was prepared to take Oswald’s
deathbed confession, apparently at gun-
point? Was he a Secret Service agent? An FBI
agent? Who sent him to Parkland Hospital?
Hoover? Johnson? Someone else?

Is Dr. Charles Crenshaw’s revelation of
President Johnson’s call to Parkland as Os-
wald lay dying believable? I think it is. Dr.
Crenshaw, now fifty-nine, but still chairman
of the Department of Surgery at John Peter
Smith, the Southwestern Medical School af-
filiated hospital in Fort Worth, Texas, is a
man of impeccable reputation. Furthermore,
his co-author, Gary Shaw, is a Kennedy as-
sassination researcher and writer, who has
been investigating the case for twenty-seven
years and has acquired a reputation for scru-
pulous research and measured judgment. I
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know Gary Shaw and I don’t think he would
become involved in co-authoring a book on
the assassination that was not based on solid
evidence and believable testimony.

But why didn’t Dr. Crenshaw reveal what
went on in Trauma Room 1 and the Oswald
operating room of Parkland Hospital where
he fought to save the lives of President
Kennedy and Lee Harvey Oswald when the
Warren Commission was investigating the
assassination in 1964? Why did he keep si-
lent all these years?

Dr. Crenshaw tells us that he kept silent
to protect his medical career. Dr. Charles
Baxter, director of the emergency room at
Parkland, had issued an edict of secrecy just
after President Kennedy was pronounced
dead. No one who had attended the dying
President would be permitted to talk about
what he or she did or saw in Trauma Room
1. Besides, reputable physicians are not sup-
posed to speak publicly or write about the
care of their patients. If Dr. Crenshaw had
dropped his bombshells on the Warren Com-
mission in 1964, it might have resulted in his
dismissal from the hospital staff, and his be-
coming a pariah in the medical profession. In
other words, it could have ruined his medical
career.

Thus did Dr. Crenshaw and the other phy-
sicians treating the wounds of John F. Ken-
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nedy and Lee Harvey Oswald enter into
what Dr. Crenshaw calls a “conspiracy of
silence’”” to hide their knowledge of the cir-
cumstances surrounding the deaths of the
President and Oswald.

Now that conspiracy of silence has finally
been broken by Dr. Crenshaw and we should
be grateful to him for what he has done.

In a February 2, 1992 article on Kennedy
assassination books in the New York Times
Book Review, the author of the article, Stephen
E. Ambrose, concluded that the issue of who
killed President Kennedy has become “the
nation’s number one question about its his-
tory.” Dr. Crenshaw is to be congratulated
for having made his contribution to the effort
to answer that momentous question.

John H. Davis,

author of The Kennedys: Dynasty and Disaster
and Mafia Kingfish: Carlos Marcello and the As-
sassination of John F. Kennedy




PREFACE

My name is Charles A. Crenshaw. | have been a
surgeon for thirty years. Throughout my career |
have watched thousands of gurneys slam through
swinging doors of emergency rooms, carrying the
old and the young, the rich and the poor, the bro-
ken and the dying.

Without exception, every time | have ever walked
into an emergency room, | have encountered a vic-
tim of some unexpected calamity, the course of his
life abruptly, sometimes permanently, interrupted.
Terror, fear, remorse, shock, anger, and disbelief
are but a few of the emotions that characterize
trauma patients and their families. Helping these
people is my business.

Trauma is ignored by most people, especially the
young and rich who have no concept of life-
threatening measures when they are well, when life
is going their way. As the greatest killer of Ameri-
ca's youth, trauma viciously and ruthlessly takes
lives by stealth. Every day, each of us is exposed
to myriad conditions that can subject us to severe
injury, whether it be from an automobile accident,
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a fall on the ice, an injury in a sporting event, or a
knifing or shooting. Trauma is not respectful of age,
race, sex, occupation, or status.

Over the years, the faces of the many victims
I've treated have blended into an indistinct ob-
scured visage of pain, fear, and death. After so
many cases, all my trauma patients seem as one,
except for two—John Fitzgerald Kennedy and Lee
Harvey Oswald.

The assassination of President Kennedy, the
wounding of Governor Connally, and the murder of
Lee Harvey Oswald were, in medical terms, classic
cases of devastating trauma, specifically, hemor-
rhagic shock caused by profuse bleeding. One mo-
ment, the President and Governor were riding in a
motorcade through downtown Dallas on a beautiful,
sunny day, waving happily to the crowd. Only min-
utes later, they were at Parkland Hospital, mortally
wounded, fighting for their lives. it was sudden. It
was unexpected. And it was life aitering. As for
Oswald, he believed that he was securely in the
custody of the Dallas Police Department. Then, in
a fraction of a second he felt a sharp pain in his
abdomen, and the American people had witnessed
their first-ever murder live on their television sets.

Enormous damage was done to these men by
the bullets that ripped through their bodies. The
entire right hemisphere of President Kennedy's
brain was obliterated, almost every organ in Os-
wald’'s abdomen was ravaged, and Governor Con-
nally almost died from the missile that traversed his
chest, arm, and leg.

Trauma can attack psychologically as well as
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physically. When it does, its effects can be paralyz-
ing and long lasting. Today, families of the assassi-
nation victims, the citizens of Dallas, the medical
personnel at Parkland Hospital, and those of us
who remember still feel the sting and the reverbera-
tions from the hail of gunfire that lasted for only a
few seconds that fall day in 1963.

Compared with other events and incidents in my
life, treating the President of the United States, as
he lay fatally wounded, and then operating on the
man who allegedly shot him, is like matching a
magnificent ocean against an insignificant pond.
Never, in my wildest imagination, did | consider that
as a resident surgeon at Parkland Hospital in Dal-
las, Texas, on that fateful November day in 1963,
| would experience the most poignant moments of
my entire life. Ironically, feverishly struggling to
save the dim spark of life remaining in President
Kennedy’'s dying body was only the beginning of a
harrowing weekend that ultimately introduced me
to a level of discretion we seldom discover, one
that | have had to practice to protect my medical
career, and possibly my life.

Southwestern Medical School, Parkland Hospi-
tal, and the U.S. government have never been
overly subtle about their desire for us doctors to
keep quiet and not divuilge what we heard, saw,
and felt that November weekend in 1963. From the
time President Kennedy was wheeled into the
emergency room, until the recent filming in Dallas
of Oliver Stone’s movie, JFK, the doctors who wit-
nessed President Kennedy's death have always
felt the necessity to continue what has evoived
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over the years as a conspiracy of silence. Just re-
cently, a gag order was issued from Southwestern
Medical School warning those doctors still on staff
there not to confer with Oliver Stone about Presi-
dent Kennedy's condition when he was brought
into Parkland. Despite the fact that President Ken-
nedy was neurologically dead when he was taken
from his limousine, both Parkland Hospital and
Southwestern Medical School, partners in aca-
demic medicine, will always be defensive about
losing the most important patient they had ever
had.

Through the years, there have been a thousand
instances when | have wanted to shout to the world
that the wounds to Kennedy’s head and throat that
| examined were caused by bullets that struck him
from the front, not the back, as the public has been
led to believe. Instinctively, | have reached for the
telephone many times to call a television station to
set the story straight when | heard someone confi-
dently claim that Oswald was the lone gunman
from the sixth floor of the Texas School Book De-
pository, only to restrain myself—until now.

The hundreds of similar cases involving gun-
shots that | have seen and treated since 1963 have
further convinced me that my conclusions about
President Kennedy’s wounds were correct. | know
trauma, especially to the head. To this day, | do
not understand why the Warren Commission did
not interview every doctor in President Kennedy's
room. The men on that commission heard exactly
what they wanted to hear, or what they were in-
structed to hear, and then reported what they
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wanted to report, or what they were instructed to
report.

Had | been allowed to testify, | would have told
them that there is absolutely no doubt in my mind
that the bullet that killed President Kennedy was
shot from the grassy knoll area. | would have also
informed the Warren Commission about the call |
received from Lyndon Johnson while we were op-
erating on Lee Harvey Oswald. President Johnson
told me that a man in the operating room would get
a deathbed confession from Oswald. The incident
confounded logic. Why the President of the United
States would get personally involved in the investi-
gation of the assassination, or why he would take
the inquest out of the hands of the Texas authori-
ties was perplexing.

Not until two years ago did | seriously consider
writing a book on this subject. While | was at-
tending an open house at a friend’s home in Fort
Worth, | was visiting with my friend, Jens Hansen,
a writer who was completing his first book. We had
previously discussed the assassination of Presi-
dent Kennedy and the other events of that week-
end, but this discussion was more intense. We
were speculating as to the long-term effects of
President Kennedy's death.

| told him that | believed the Warren Report to
be a fable, a virtual insult to the intelligence of the
American people. Having read almost every book
that had been published on Kennedy's death, in
addition to having had an intense personal experi-
ence with the case, | considered myself one of only
a few men who could make that claim. He asked
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