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Foreword

Jeanne Gang, 2014 Awards Jury Chair

It has been my pleasure to serve once again as
Awards Jury Chair for this year’s CTBUH Best

Tall Building Awards. During my tenure, I've been
consistently impressed with the depth and range of
the juries’ conversations. It is incredibly reassuring
to recognize that despite our differences of
discipline, geography, or language, we find so many
commonalities when united in the appreciation of
good design. Sharing ideas and analysis with such
highly accomplished professionals and colleagues has

been truly energizing,

It is always difficult and perhaps inherently unfair
to judge a building through the brief process of an
awards program when the actual project represents
years of hard work by its design team. This year we
re-examined and adjusted the process undertaken
by the jury to allow more time for reflection and
deeper inquiry into the projects’ performance and
innovation. Prior to selecting the regional Finalists,
jurors were given an extra week to review the
submissions, as well as the technical evaluations
provided by our newly appointed Technical Jury.
The extended timeline also provided the opportunity
to solicit and review any additional information the
jury felt was vital to the selection process and to
request further feedback from the Technical Jury.
These modifications served to strengthen an already
thorough process, ensuring not only exemplary
finalists throughout all of the categories but also
careful attention to how we on the jury define and

measure excellence.

While admirable buildings were submitted from every
region, projects from Asia were undeniably compelling,
With so many quality buildings to choose from, the
jury found it difficult to select just a few. Ultimately,
we decided to include a larger-than-usual sampling of
Finalists from Asia, in order to recognize some of the

most successful tall buildings in recent history.

Overall this year, the projects most appreciated by

the jury propelled the tall building typology into new
arenas, looking beyond pure height to their impact

on urban environments. The expanded spatial aspects
and connections between indoors and outdoors as
demonstrated by IDEO Morph 38, Bangkok, and

the Ardmore Residences, Singapore, both Finalists

in the Asia & Australasia category, were especially
promising. Projects such as The Interlace, Singapore,
recognized as both a Finalist in the Asia & Australasia
category and as the Winner of the inaugural Urban
Habitat Award, have literally inverted conventional
thinking about tall buildings. The way in which The
Interlace and other projects engage the ground and
the environment in new ways is exemplary. And the
jury was particularly impressed with vegetated, solar-
responsive tall building projects like One Central Park,
Sydney, the Asia & Australasia Winner, which plays a

role in urban ecology.

Having witnessed firsthand the progress and
progressiveness of this building type, even just over
the past two years, I am ever-more excited about

the fututre of tall buildings and the transformative



potential of the ideas they incubate. This year’s entries
show that innovation is everywhere, yet there is also
much to improve. Herein lies the challenge: if we
really want to radically improve tall buildings, we

need to continue to push ourselves and our clients to
measure success through understanding the building’s
energy performance. Unless we as designers and jurors
prioritize, disclose, and track this information, we

are missing a major point of impact and our process
remains fAawed. Let us continue to discuss the idea

of energy performance and together find ways to

encourage forward movement on this front.

Thank you to my fellow jurors Sir Terry Farrell; David
Gianotten; Saskia Sassen; David Scott, who served as
Technical Jury Chair; Thomas Tsang Wai Ming; and of
course Antony Wood, whose experience and passion is
appreciated by all. Thanks also to this year’s technical
jurors Guo-Qiang Li, Nengjun Luo, Douglas Mass,
Paul Sloman, and Peter Williams. And finally, my deep
appreciation goes to Steven Henry at the CTBUH for

once again tirelessly stewarding this program.



Introduction

In 2014, it seems that the tall building community has
finally recovered from the shock of the 2008 financial
crisis, which had delayed or canceled many projects and
had a chilling effect on investment in the immediate
years following, But 2014 was not a year in which the
built evidence demonstrated the industry simply shaking
off the dust and resuming just as before. Many of

the tall building projects of the boom era that never

came to be — overwrought, gaudy, disconnected from

place — were perhaps best left on paper. In 2014, there

are now strong signs that a return to largesse would not
be a sustainable strategy. There seems to be a dawning
recognition that, in order to deliver transformative, let
alone viable, projects, some first principles about the

way we build have to be re-examined.

Only a tiny selection of the tall buildings completing
in the past 12 months or so have received CTBUH
awards this year. But the value of throwing the
spotlight on these projects is that doing so exposes
themes that are reflective of, or have wider implications
for, the industry as a whole. For in these projects

we can see the vestigial signs of an emerging
consciousness: one that recognizes the value of
designing with, instead of against, nature — and the
responsibility to do so. We see not a blind faith in
technology, but a shrewd fusion of simple, time-tested
principles with digital validation, creating solutions
that have the potential to carry us through difficult
conditions that surely await us in the near future.

We see data being “liberated™ and put to use in
ever-expanding ways, so that as we ascend higher, we
assume less. We see forms as inventive as ever, but
with a renewed sense of purpose. And we see the
achievements of our best practitioners as a reminder

of why we build in the first place.

One of the strongest trends evident in the projects
completing this year was the number of high-quality
refurbishments and environmental upgrades of
existing tall buildings, to become more energy-efficient,

more functional, and safer. Establishing a precedent



for renovating tall buildings is clearly important to

the industry, as there is no template for demolishing
buildings of the height we are now seeing constructed
when they begin to underperform. Nor can we expect
that there will be much tolerance for the environmental
consequences of demolishing massive buildings and
wasting their embodied carbon, or continuing to operate

them with outmoded and inefficient technology.

But we must be honest and admit that these buildings
do have a service life that ends at some point. Now the
second major wave of tall buildings — which, with their
thin envelopes and tight engineering, have proved to
perhaps be more difficult to retrofit than the masonry
and punched-opening buildings of the first generation
— has reached that point. However, at least two projects
in this book prove that second-generation skyscrapers
can be retrofitted for another half-century’s operation,
at least. Still, we are running out of excuses for not
considering how the buildings we construct today might

be continuously optimized or feasibly altered tomorrow.

Opposite: Americas Winner Edith Gre Wendell Wyatt Federal Buildi

Left: Americas Finalist United Nat ecretariat Building, New York City; modernized

The Americas Winner, the Edith Green-Wendell
Wryatt Federal Building, and Americas Finalist
United Nations Secretariat, were particularly
outstanding in their refurbishment, because they
reflect the commitment of national and trans-
national government bodies to demonstrate the
power of reinvestment in existing buildings when

it comes to the environment. The Edith Green-
Wendell Wyatt project is a dramatic conversion

of a concrete-frame, 1970s office building into a
light-filled, strategically shaded contemporary facility
that engages its surroundings. Meanwhile, the UN
Secretariat project restored the external appearance
of one of the Modern movement’s greatest icons,
while substantially improving the mechanical, safety
and communications systems, light penetration, and

arrangement of the internal spaces.

Private industry has often railed against government
regulation of its activities in the name of curbing
climate change and greenhouse gases, and it’s no
secret that some of the suppliers of raw materials
and hardware for tall buildings have been first to

the front lines in such protests. As such, it is critical
that governments take the steps to show that they
are willing to undertake the degree of change they
seem to be demanding of private concerns. And this
isn’t just a case of “self-sacrifice” for the betterment
of the environment. In retrofit cases such as Edith
Green-Wendell Wyatt, once-dismal and outdated real
estate has become more valuable, and begins paying

for itself almost immediately, not just in lower energy



bills, but in the higher productivity of its occupants.
For all the exposure that operating energy costs get

in the building industry, for most companies it is
staff/salaries that are the number-one cost. Thus, if
they’re happier, healthier, and more productive, that’s a

bottom-line argument that is hard to counter.

Just as importantly, there now exists the beginning of

a template for dealing with aging tall building stock.
Many commercial mid-century office buildings share
characteristics with this year’s modernization awardees
— low floor-to-ceiling heights, poor insulation, poor
natural light penetration, outdated cellular office plans,
and embedded, poorly performing HVAC systems.
Many property owners are now facing a crisis in

how to convert their underperforming assets from

the Modernist era into contemporary Class-A office
space that meets today’s high occupant and regulatory
standards. Through ptojects such as Edith Green-
Wendell Wyatt and the UN Secretariat, governments
now have shown that the “talk” can be “walked.” Now

it’s the corporates’ turn to do similar.

And so it is that “green” building design and retrofits
have entered the architectural vanguard, and have been
working their way up in scale to the tall buildings we
are accustomed to working on and in. An even more
recent, and sometimes even more sensually stunning
development, is the incorporation of vertical greenery
in tall buildings. Early pioneers from the 1990s include
Germany’s Commerzbank and Chile’s Consorcio, and
many of the CTBUH Best Tall Buildings regional
winners of the past few years incorporate some form
of sky lobby with planted greenery, such as The Bow,
Calgary, or planted, habitable roof areas, such as the
Pinnacle @ Duxton, Singapore. But in recent years,
green walls have been taken, quite literally, to new
heights, particularly in Southeast Asia, where the tropical
climate is exceptionally conducive to plant growth. In
fact, the CTBUH has researched this trend extensively,
and released a comprehensive technical guide on the

subject, Green Walls in High-Rise Buildings, this vear.

Bangkok’s Ideo Morph 38 project, included both
in the Green Walls guide and in this volume, for
instance, actually uses a panelized system of mesh with

creeping vines as an element of architecrural enclosure

providing aesthetic, shading, and cooling benefits up to

the 32nd floor of one of the towers.

At One Central Park, Sydney, the 2014 Best

Tall Building Asia & Australasia, technological
sophistication in the form of directional heliostats
cantilevering from the tower’s peak regulates the
sunlight that reaches the ground as well as the
greenery-festooned shelves that cover all faces of

the tower. This is not mere window-dressing; the
unprecedented level of green implementations

on this project not only provide shading, driving
reductions in energy consumption, they also facilitate
an intangible but critical new asset in the form of a
public park. This inverts the traditional interpretation
of tall buildings as constructions that are additive to,

rather than subtractive from, the public realm. To



Opposite: \ustr

Top: Asia & Australasia Winner One Central Park, Sydney; extensive use of greenery on a

facades of the building

Bottom: Asia & Australasia Finalist Abene Harukas, Osaka; the tallest building in Japar

add needed new housing and new public space that
consumes an exemplarily low amount of energy
— that is an achievement worth celebrating and

studying,

Asia & Australasia Finalist Abeno Harukas, Osaka,
the tallest building in Japan, takes a different
approach; less obvious perhaps, but just as valid. Its
green assets are very much “inside” the building,
yet they are also shared with the public. At the top
levels is a public garden and peripheral walkway,
open to fresh air but also protected from stiff
winds by a glass facade, thus combining a fantastic
view with a stellar green asset. Elsewhere in the
building, intermediate setbacks are similarly outfitted
with refreshing, open, and yet protected patches

of greenery. This is in addition to the amazing
concentration of such a diverse range of amenities

as retail, museum, hotel, office, school, hospital, and

park in one small urban footprint over a busy railway

station. Abeno Harukas pushes the boundaries of
what tall buildings can achieve on several different

levels.

As design technology has advanced over the years,
it has become increasingly common to see new
interpretations of the skyscraper form. Not all of
these can be justified; many proposed during the
building boom in advance of the financial crisis of
2008 carried little merit other than being sculptural
curiosities. In today’s more chastened climate,
however, we now see a resurgence of unusual

shapes, the best of which are elegant, distinctive,




