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A set of original essays by original thinkers on crime and war. This insightful
volume takes a large new step toward establishing the study of war as a field
that increasingly attracts many of the best of the next generation of
criminologists.
John Braithwaite, Distinguished Professor,
Australian National University, Australia.

Walklate and McGarry have produced a wide-ranging and inclusive collection

of essays on criminology and war. This book is necessary reading for anyone
interested in the study of war, resistance, state violence, and criminology.

David Kauzlarich, Professor,

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville, USA.



Criminology and War

It is widely observed that the study of war has been paid limited attention within
criminology. This is intellectually curious given that acts of war have occurred per-
sistently throughout history and perpetuate criminal acts, victimisation and human
rights violations on a scale unprecedented relative to domestic levels of crime.
However, there are authoritative voices within criminology who have been studying
war from the borders of the discipline.

This book contains a selection of criminological authors who have been author-
itatively engaged in studying criminology and war. Following an introduction that
‘places war within criminology’, the collection is arranged across three themed sec-
tions including: Theorising War, Law and Crime; Linking War and Criminal Justice;
and War, Sexual Violence and Visual Trauma. Each chapter takes substantive
topics within criminology and victimology (i.e. corporate crime, history, imprison-
ment, criminal justice, sexual violence, trauma, security and crime control to name
but a few) and invites the reader to engage in critical discussions relating to wars
both past and present.

The chapters within this collection are theoretically rich and empirically diverse,
and come together to create the first authoritative published collection of original
essays specifically dedicated to criminology and war. Students and researchers alike
interested in war, critical criminology and victimology will find this an accessible
study companion that centres the disparate criminological attention to war into
one comprehensive collection.

Sandra Walklate is Eleanor Rathbone Chair of Sociology at the University of
Liverpool and is internationally recognised for her work in and around criminal
victimisation, particularly the fear of crime. She has written extensively with Ross
McGarry and Gabe Mythen on risk, resilience and cultural victimology and in 2014
received the British Society of Criminology’s award for outstanding achievement.

Ross McGarry is Lecturer in Criminology within the Department of Sociology,
Social Policy and Criminology at the University of Liverpool. He has previously
conducted research with British soldiers from the war in Iraq and is currently engaged
in research on British military repatriations. He is the author and co-author (with
Sandra Walklate) of other forthcoming texts, including Victims: Trauma, Testimony
and Justice from Routledge and the Palgrave Handbook on Criminology and War.



Routledge Studies in Crime and Society

1. Sex work
Labour, mobility and sexual services
Edited by JaneMaree Maher, Sharon Pickering and Alison Gerard

2. State Crime and Resistance
Edited by Elizabeth Stanley and Jude McCulloch

3. Collective morality and crime in the Americas
Christopher Birkbeck

4. Talking criminal justice
Language and the just society
Michael J. Coyle

5. Women exiting prison
Critical essays on gender, post-release support and survival
Bree Carlton and Marie Segrave

6. Collective violence, democracy and protest policing
David R. Mansley

7. Prostitution in the community
Attitudes, action and resistance
Sarah Kingston

8. Surveillance, Capital and Resistance
Michael McCahill and Rachel L. Finn

9. Crime, Community and Morality
Simon Green

10. Flexible Workers
Labour, Regulation and the Political Economy of the Stripping Industry
Teela Sanders and Kate Hardy



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Histories of State Surveillance in Europe and Beyond
Edited by Kees Boersma, Rosamunde van Brakel, Chiara Fonio and
Pieter Wagenaar

Rape, Victims and Investigations

Experiences and perceptions of law enforcement officers responding to
reported rapes

Shana L. Maier

Understanding Gender Based Violence
National and international contexts
Edited by Nadia Aghtaie and Geetanjali Gangoli

Queer Sex Work
Edited by Mary Laing, Katy Pilcher and Nicola Smith

Criminology and War
Transgressing the borders
Edited by Sandra Walklate and Ross McGarry



Contributors

Zoe Alker recently completed her doctoral thesis on street violence in mid-
Victorian Liverpool. She is currently a postdoctoral researcher on a project
called After Care: Youth justice and its long term impacts 1850-1945
which examines the ways in which juvenile justice impacted upon the lives
of young offenders.

William B. Brown is the Research Director for the Pacific Policy and Research
Institute and Pacific Sentencing Initiative. He is also Professor of Criminal
Justice at Western Oregon University. He has published recently on the
problems faced by Iraq and Afghanistan veterans in their entanglement in
the criminal justice system and the issues they face reintegrating back into
civilian culture.

Barry Godfrey has over 20 years of experience in researching comparative
criminology and international crime history. His latest co- or sole-authored
books include Policing the Factory, Crime in England 1880-1945; and
Crime and Justice, 1750 to the Present (all published in 2014). He currently
leads a large Arts & Humanities Research Council-funded project (www.
digitalpanopticon.com).

Ruth Jamieson is an honorary Lecturer in the School of Law, Queen’s
University Belfast. Her current research interests are in the criminology of
war, the politics of victimhood, and ageing and social exclusion among
politically-motivated former prisoners in Northern Ireland.

John Lea is Visiting Professor of Criminology at the University of Leicester.
He is one of the founders of the Left Realist school of criminology and has
written widely on criminological theory and criminal justice. His publica-
tions include What Is To Be Done About Law and Order? (with Jock
Young, 1984) and Crime and Modernity (2002).

Ross McGarry is Lecturer in Criminology within the Department of Sociol-
ogy, Social Policy and Criminology at the University of Liverpool. He has
previously conducted research with British soldiers from the war in Iraq
and is currently engaged in research on British military repatriations. He is



Contributors  xiii

the author and co-author (with Sandra Walklate) of other forthcoming
texts, including Victims: Trauma, Testimony and Justice from Routledge
and the Palgrave Handbook on Criminology and War.

Wayne Morrison is a Professor in the School of Law at Queen Mary’s Uni-
versity College London. He has published extensively on the role of art,
poetry and photography in war and genocide.

Christopher Mullins, PhD is an Associate Professor of Criminology and
Criminal Justice at Southern Illinois University, Carbondale. His work
focuses on violence, both street violence and armed conflict atrocities, and
international criminal justice.

Emma Murray is a Senior Lecturer in Criminal Justice at Liverpool John
Moores University. Emma’s principle research interests and doctoral
research are rooted in the development of the criminology of war. She is
currently working with military veterans in probation settings in the North
West. Throughout her research she aims to reposition the issues and chal-
lenges faced by returning military within a criminological and political
setting through the coming together of criminology and international relations
as disciplines and socio-political analytical knowledge.

Vincenzo Ruggiero is Professor of Sociology and Director of the Crime and
Conflict Research Centre at Middlesex University in London. He has con-
ducted research on behalf of national and international agencies, including
the European Commission and the United Nations. Among his many sole-
authored books are: Crime and Markets (2000), Crime in Literature (2003),
Understanding Political Violence (2006), Penal Abolitionism (2010) and The
Crimes of the Economy (2013).

Nishanth Visagaratnam MNS, MS is a doctoral candidate in sociology with a
specialisation in criminology and criminal justice at Southern Illinois Uni-
versity, Carbondale. Her primary areas of research focus on war crimes,
victimology and criminology, while her secondary areas include sociology
of immigration, diaspora, social movements and gender.

Sandra Walklate is Eleanor Rathbone Chair of Sociology at the University of
Liverpool and is internationally recognised for her work in and around
criminal victimisation, particularly the fear of crime. She has written
extensively with Ross McGarry and Gabe Mythen on risk, resilience and
cultural victimology and in 2014 received the British Society of Criminology’s
award for outstanding achievement.

David Whyte is a Reader in Sociology at the University of Liverpool, where
he teaches and conducts research on state-corporate crime. In 2008 he was
awarded the Leon Radzinowicz Prize for his work on the role of corpora-
tions in the occupation of Iraq. He is currently finishing a long-term
research project on corporate human rights violations.



Preface and acknowledgements

This edited collection brings together for the first time a selection of original
essays specifically dedicated to the academic study of criminology and war.
For those involved in writing and researching within this area, the suitability
of criminology to engage with the subject matter of war and conflict is self-
evident. However, over the years, experience has shown that, when attempting
to publish work of this nature, the borders of the discipline present themselves
sharply. Admittedly this has led to many frustrated conversations regarding
the short-sightedness of the intellectual endeavours of criminology, the diffi-
culties of publishing our ideas, forcing us to battle with the nuances of other
disciplines. With the centenary of the First World War fast approaching we
had both felt compelled to draw criminological attention to this event to
ensure that the discipline made a critical mark on this significant point in
history. This collection originally took the form of a proposal for a Special
Issue of an international journal. We were disappointed when the proposal
was rejected. Part of the feedback from the journal suggested an edited
collection as an alternative avenue. On reflection we are thankful for this and
the rejection since this merely made us more determined to ensure that our
efforts and those of our contributors bore fruit. So if we had not found our-
selves at the borders of the discipline, this book would not have come into
being. However, there is more to be thankful for than the stubbornness of
mainstream criminology.

We would first like to offer our thanks and appreciation to each of the
contributors of this edited collection who have produced chapters that are
both theoretically rich and empirically diverse. Although working indepen-
dently of one another, each has managed to make contributions that are
complementary and sit side by side coherently. All authors have had to work
to tight deadlines, but particular thanks go to John Lea and Emma Murray,
who each stepped in at the last minute to produce excellent individual chap-
ters at very short notice. We would of course like to acknowledge the work of
another of our authors, Ruth Jamieson, whose intellectual insights first coined
the phrase the ‘criminology of war’ back in 1998. Ruth has recently published
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an excellent selection of earlier works in the long awaited Criminology of War
from Ashgate. We thank Ruth for setting the groundwork within the discipline
and we consider ourselves privileged to have her make a contribution here.

It is also fitting to acknowledge the sad passing of Jock Young in late 2013.
Both Jock and his partner Jayne Mooney were due to make a co-authored
contribution to this edited collection, but for obvious reasons this was no
longer possible. Rest assured that Jock’s intellectual influences are still to be
found within this collection, as they can in every corner of the discipline.

The ideas for this book have, however, not been created in a vacuum. We
offer our gratitude to both Tom Sutton and Heidi Lee at Routledge. Tom
provided the opportunity for this book to be commissioned and Heidi has
worked tirelessly to ensure it has been delivered on time. During this process
we have affectionately come to refer to Heidi as ‘the one who wears the
stripes’ for her ‘military’ precision and organisation: the irony of this when
preparing a book of this nature is not lost on us. We would also specifically
like to thank our colleague and good friend Gabe Mythen for his encourage-
ment and intellectual input in the broader development of our criminological
interests with war, security, resilience and the military, which began long
before this book came into print. Gabe: we are pleased to say that there are
indeed ‘at least two papers here’!

Thanks also go to Expac, Seesyu Press, Daniel Heyman, an artist collective
from Pakistan and the USA, the Ghetto Fighters’ House Museum, The Beate
Klarsfeld Foundation, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and
Pam Feil, the Museum of Jewish Heritage, Emanuel Ringelblum Jewish His-
torical Institute and Anvil Press Poetry for allowing us to reproduce various
materials in this book.

Finally we would like to offer thanks to our friend and colleague Stuart
Griffiths (www.stuartgriffiths.net) who has been kind enough to allow us to
use his photography of British soldiers and military repatriations at Royal
Wootton Bassett in other work we have published. Stuart has once again
generously allowed us to use his photography in Chapter 9, but more impor-
tantly he has provided the mesmerising cover image of this book. The photo-
graph is of the silhouetted shapes of British Parachute Regiment soldiers
training in the UK for a deployment to Afghanistan. To finish, we would like
to offer some thoughts on why we have chosen this particular image and what
it should encourage us to consider in the context of criminology and war.

Taking the soldier as our muse, war is nothing but destructive to all
involved, and the overtones of this image connect wars past and present. In
the context of the ‘war against terror’ we have come to learn of the vulner-
abilities of soldiers deployed to distant lands, returning with myriad physical,
psychological and social problems. However the presence of the Parachute
Regiment in this image also stand to remind us of the brutality of war and the
atrocities which this can bring to civilian populations, notably experienced at
the behest of the British military on the streets of Northern Ireland during
Bloody Sunday. You will notice that the soldiers in this image are not



xvi  Preface and acknowledgements

individually identifiable, but their silhouettes are instantly recognisable. As
such they represent both the presence and the absence of the state at war.
Those who leave families and loved ones behind to bloody their uniforms at
close quarters are quite different from those who bloody their suits orches-
trating violence at a distance. Criminological attention to war has frequently
defaulted to studying soldiers and their crimes, represented by the silhouetted
soldiers scattered throughout this image in the foreground and the distance.
Soldiers do indeed appear in chapters throughout this book, but if we wish to
move criminological knowledge forward, we need to leave some well trodden
issues behind and carry some imaginative ideas along with us: taking steps
down an intellectual path flanked by the conventional in order to transgress
the borders of criminology and war.

Ross McGarry and Sandra Walklate
Department of Sociology, Social Policy and Criminology
University of Liverpool, May 2014
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Introduction
Placing war within criminology

Ross McGarry and Sandra Walklate

Introduction

There is something to be said for the timing of this book: 2014 was the
centenary year of the First World War. The social and cultural significance of
this is to be marked until 2018 by the First World War Centenary Programme
(see www.1914.0rg) in a series of global events to remember the loss of over
16 million people. Alongside events to remember the deaths of 5 million
Allied forces there will also no doubt be gestures to commemorate the deaths
of the 7 million civilians who lost their lives during the war. For the popular
imagination this centenary not only serves to ‘mark, commemorate and
remember’ the sacrifices that were made during this period (as the First World
War Centenary Programme suggests), but it also urges us to be reflective of
the impact that this war has had in shaping the contemporary social world.
Since 1918 the world has remained tainted by violence through warfare in a
variety of contexts that have touched every continent. Marked most significantly
by the atrocities of the Holocaust, further wars have followed with varying
public expediency, (in)coherent political narratives and (questionable) justifi-
cations for their purpose. Some wars have had fractious and ambiguous rela-
tionships with the public. There have been wars that have been allowed to
lapse in and out of the public consciousness. There have also been genocidal
conflicts from which powerful nations have conveniently remained absent.
Contemporarily, arguably one of the most significant acts of war in the
twenty-first century occurred in the protracted US-led war in Iraq lasting
almost 7 years. This war became a key focal point carved into the aftermath
of the attacks on the World Trade Center in New York on 11 September 2001
(9/11), with post-war 2013 marked as the most violent year for civilian deaths
since sectarian and political violence reached its peak there in 2008. Across
the Middle East subsequent wars in Syria and Libya erupted as part of the
centrifuge of the Arab Spring, seeing chemical weapons deployed against
civilians and public executions conducted as a proxy for summary justice.
Elsewhere, Russia has experienced acts of violence influenced by Islamic
Fundamentalism from the former war-torn Caucasus territory, a region
implicated in the only other terrorist attack in North America since 9/11,
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exemplifying for Young (2007) the confluence between terrorism and war. As
2013 drew to a close, ethnic murders began to emerge in tribal and religious
clashes in the Central African Republic reminiscent of the Rwandan and
Kosovan Genocides; political-ethnic violence erupted in the world’s newest
state, South Sudan; and sectarian violence loomed large once again in Iraq,
with Fallujah coming under the control of militant groups for the first time
since US forces withdrew from the country in 2011. Stepping into the present
day, as we write this introduction Russian forces have deployed military
personnel into Ukraine against the advice of the international community.
Moreover, the centenary of the First World War incongruously charts the
withdrawal of Western military forces from Afghanistan, having participated
in over a decade of fighting in the “War on Terrorism’. Taken collectively, we
would suggest that pausing to observe the focal point of the First World War
should instead urge us — as criminologists and victimologists — to employ our
sociological imaginations (Mills, 1959): to see a violent past firmly reflected in
the present and instead recognise the First World War as marking the end of
a long, ambiguous and bloody period of the twenty-first century. Within this
book we do not look to provide a comprehensive overview of war, nor do we
lay claim to providing an expert social, cultural or historical analysis of warfare.
Instead we look to remove some inertia noted by Ruth Jamieson (2014) as
being present within the discipline of criminology; to pay fuller attention to
war as one of the ‘ten ironies’ of a critical criminology (Young, 2011).

Starting at the borders

Despite emerging against a backcloth of the First and Second World Wars,
criminology, and indeed its sub-discipline victimology, have yet to address war
in the substantive ways demonstrated by other disciplines. This is intellec-
tually curious given that criminology is widely concerned with subject matter
that addresses violence, crime and victimisation, all of which are consistent
features of war-fighting and war-making (Jamieson, 1998). Within main-
stream criminology, the unreflexive approaches of positivist and ‘adminis-
trative criminology’, concerned with promoting effective methods of crime
control and measuring and reducing ‘street crime’, have long since been put
to use by state criminal justice institutions for the purposes of bolstering
social control and maintaining social order (Hudson, 1997). These ‘footprints
in the sand’ were outlined some time ago by Stan Cohen (1981) mapping the
contours and boundaries of the academic discipline of British criminology in
particular within both state and university institutions. It is the interstitial
space between the state and the academy that draws our attention in this
introduction, encouraging us to look for where war is addressed within
criminology and to identify a space to situate it more firmly.

In recognition of the colonial impacts of war both past and present, and in
looking to identify borders for us to transgress, we acknowledge that although
‘The expansion of criminology in Britain has been especially striking ... it is



