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Series Editor’s Preface

This is the twentieth volume in the Brill Nijhoff series on Legal Aspects of
Sustainable Development published under my General Editorship. The aim of
this seriesisto publish works at the cutting edge of legal scholarship that address
both the practical and the theoretical aspects of this important concept.

I am very pleased to be able to include this work by Dr Tony George
Puthucherril in this series. It is in fact his second volume in the series.
The previous volume, published in 2010, was the first major assessment
of the 2009 International Maritime Organization’s International Convention
for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships.! The industry he
discussed in that work is based mainly in South Asia, with notoriously hazard-
ous working conditions. He returns to the South Asia region in this volume—
which is the revised version of his doctoral thesis at the Dalhousie University
Law School.

Dr Puthucherril starts his work with a quotation from The Mahabharata, an
ancient Hindu text, which relates vividly how the ocean overwhelmed Lord
Krishna’s city of Dwaraka. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change in
its 2014 Assessment Report predicts sea level rises over the next century which
although more gradual seem likely to have similarly apocalyptic impacts on
low lying areas and cities of the world, particularly in the Pacific and South
Asia. The only long term solution is of course global agreement on hard hitting
greenhouse gas mitigation measures, but in the meantime there is a lot that
can be done to manage and adapt to coastal changes. The main tools are inte-
grated coastal zone management and establishing linkage to systematic adap-
tation measures. International funding for this is being developed through
bilateral mechanisms as well as from the Global Environment Facility and the
new UNFCCC Green Climate Fund.

This volume contains an encyclopedic treatment of the state of coastal zone
law and coastal management regimes in South Asia. The author’s basic premise
is that a proactive approach will be necessary in the region to address the large
scale climatic impacts that can be expected. Obviously a great deal remains to
be done. Based on a scholarly assessment of lessons to be learned from other

1 Tony George Puthucherril, From Shipbreaking to Sustainable Ship Recycling: Evolution of a
Legal Regime. (Legal Aspects of Sustainable Development, Vol. 5), Brill, Leiden and Boston,
2010.



XII SERIES EDITOR’S PREFACE

regions, the work provides a comprehensive blueprint for regional action. It is
also an important contribution to our understanding of sustainability in the
context of coastal development in the age of climate change.

David Freestone
Washington DC
July 2014
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