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For Bb Clarinet and Piano
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Taiping Drum for violin and piano was originally composed in 1983. At erhu Master Xu Ke's
request, Taiping Drum was revised for erhu and cello as Taiping Gu in 2005. The clarinet and piano
version was adapted for clarinet professor by Jun Qian in 2013.

“Taiping Drum” (also called dan gu) is a percussion instrument that originated in Northeastern
China in the Tang dynasty. Made from a single membrane (16" x 20") in a round fan shape, the
drum is held in the left hand with iron rings linked under the handle, while the right hand beats it
with a piece of rattan. Originally used by Shamans in hunting and sacrificial rites, "Taiping Gu"
became the name of a popular form of song and dance among the Mongolian and Man ethnic
groups, as well as the Han people today. While playing the drum, the performer dances in rhythmic
patterns. I have drawn on pentatonic folk tune material found in "Er Ren Tai", a kind of duo singing
and dancing form popularized in Northeastern China. The music is in a rondo form.

The piece opens with a strong introduction, imitating the drum beating in a free tempo; the clarinet
imitates rhythmic drumbeats with strong slap tongue. The first episode is formed by a lyrical
melody on clarinet flowing on the top of piano's arpeggios. The second episode combines the two
themes together on the clarinet and the piano. While the first theme returns, the clarinet and piano
imitate intensive drumbeats, which lead to a concluding climax.
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Jfor Jun Qian

TAIPING Drum

Transposed Score For Bb Clarinet and Piano
Zhou Long
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ZHOU LONG

Taiping Drum (2013)

For Bb Clarinet and Piano
5'

Taiping Drum for violin and piano was originally composed in 1983. At erhu Master Xu Ke's
request, Taiping Drum was revised for erhu and cello as Taiping Gu in 2005. The clarinet and piano
version was adapted for clarinet professor by Jun Qian in 2013.

“Taiping Drum” (also called dan gu) is a percussion instrument that originated in Northeastern
China in the Tang dynasty. Made from a single membrane (16" x 20") in a round fan shape, the
drum is held in the left hand with iron rings linked under the handle, while the right hand beats it
with ‘a piece of rattan. Originally used by Shamans in hunting and sacrificial rites, "Taiping Gu"
became the name of a popular form of song and dance among the Mongolian and Man ethnic
groups, as well as the Han people today. While playing the drum, the performer dances in rhythmic
patterns. I have drawn on pentatonic folk tune material found in "Er Ren Tai," a kind of duo singing
and dancing form popularized in Northeastern China. The music is in a rondo form.

The piece opens with a strong introduction, imitating the drum beating in a free tempo; the clarinet
imitates rhythmic drumbeats with strong slap tongue. The first episode is formed by a lyrical
melody on clarinet flowing on the top of piano's arpeggios. The second episode combines the two
themes together on the clarinet and the piano. While the first theme returns, the clarinet and piano
imitate intensive drumbeats, which lead to a concluding climax.
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Jor Jun Qian
TAIPING Drum

For Bb Clarinet and Piano

Clarinet in Bb Zhou Long
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