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The 1992 Rio Summit and subsequent literature and debate has
focused on 'green’ issues such as biodiversity, climate change and
marine pollution. Much less has been written concerning the
'brown' agenda: factors such as poor sanitation and water quality,
air pollution and housing problems, which are particularly
prevalent in Third World cities.

Sustainability, the Environment and Urbanization provides a
comprehensive overview of the ‘brown’ agenda, with case studies
and examples from a number of Southern countries. It looks at the
broad economic context behind the problems and covers the
conceptual issues of sustainability, infrastructure and health
programmes, as well as assessing environmental appraisal methods

Clearly written, with contributions from some of the leading

experts in the field, the book will appeal to students on
environmental and development courses, researchers and all those
concerned with the ‘healthy cities’ movement
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Preface

To engage discussion on ‘sustainable development’ is to be open to a
diverse range of concepts, meanings and relevant applications. Never-
theless, an editor of a book should have some purposes, some boundaries
and some directions. The boundaries were related to urbanization and
especially to developing countries, though these boundaries necessarily
had to have some contact with recent histories of environmentalism, with
selected aspects of economic development, and with a new and growing
literature which addresses the idea of sustainability. Purposes and
directions for the book have very much been influenced by a mid-1990s
context in which the urbanization aspects of research in sustainable
development are surprisingly thin. Nevertheless, a number of urban
specialists had commenced empirical studies in cities in developing
countries or had started to develop some interesting conceptualizations
and interpretations. A few urban specialists had a continuity of experi-
ence in environmentalism, dating from the 1970s. Thus the purposes and
directions were set as drawing together the new research, and placing it
within reflective characteristics of writing. The empirical content would
primarily cover environmental conditions in large cities in developing
countries, supported by review and evaluation chapters on infrastructure
and developments in international health programmes. Conceptualiz-
ation and interpretation were selected in application to broad structural
economic changes in cities, to the changing nature of sustainability, and
to the dependence of sustainable development upon institutional, social
and political conditions.

At the outset it was clear that the researchers had earlier given thought
to meaning and interpretation in the idea of sustainability and its
relationship to development. However, as with the case in the wider
literature, the authors had differing perspectives and arguments. My role
as editor was not to compress thinking into any prescriptive definition,
but care was taken to exchange some ideas on ‘ecological’, ‘economic’
and ‘social’ sustainability. The book has some bias in selection, mainly
reflecting the present availability of good urban environmental research.
Good arguments could be presented that the urban-relevant evaluations
of greenhouse gases and of environment law should be included among
the chapters. However, specialist urban research in these spheres is
currently quite thin and elaborated treatment of these topics will have to
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X Preface

wait on future work, though some authors in this volume do refer to
these matters.

A book should do more than report progress in research. In a subject
such as urban sustainable development interests and concerns for policy
should have some themaric awareness and treatment. Policy issues are
strongly to the fore in most chapters. Also, new research should be
examined for its contribution to the development of knowledge in this
emerging subject specialism. The final chapter has a commentary on the
development of knowledge.

The production of a book such as this one owes much to collabor-
ation. I have been grateful to the contributing authors who had to work
to tight deadlines, to my secretary, Lynn Fox, and to Jonathan Sinclair
Wilson and Jo O’Driscoll at Earthscan.

Cedric Pugh
April 1996



Foreword

One of the major themes in the book is the interrelatedness of many
problems in urban environments. For example, the reduction of childhood
health risks depends upon the education of mothers and carers. In its turn,
better health induces improved attendance at school, and, in the longer
term, this can increase GDP and reduce the incidence of poverty. The
authors in the book give emphasis to the multi-faceted nature of
sustainable urban environments, and, at the time of first publication,
sometimes anticipated that ideas for the environment and development
would change in due course.

Some important policies changed at the World Bank during the years
1997 to 2000, with new strategic policies joining together development,
urban and poverty reduction policies. The World Development Report
1999-2000, Entering the 21st Century, brought urban agglomeration
economics into the centre of development policies. Next, the urban
strategic report Cities in Transition revealed the theory and statistics
indicating the characteristics of cities as engines of growth. It also
advocated poverty reduction, improved governance and sustainability as
the major guiding principles for ‘liveable’ cities. All of this was
consolidated and, again, joined together, in the World Development
Report 2000-2001, Attacking Poverty.

This book continues to have significance for intellectuals and
practitioners who wish to have an interrelated view of environmentalism,
poverty and development.

Cedric Pugh,
January 2001
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