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Preface

As encouraged by Prof Marc A. Huybrechts who is the chief-editor of the Interna-
tional Encyclopaedia of Transport Law and was my academic supervisor when I
was studying maritime and shipping law in Belgium, I finalized the first edition of
the Monograph on China Transport Law in 2002, the first comprehensive introduc-
tion to Chinese transport law presented in English, covering each of the main legal
aspects of maritime, road, rail, air and multimodal transport, inland navigation as
well as the related issues. The present edition was revised in 2014,

The domain of Chinese transport law is so vast that the present Monograph can
only be an introduction to this subject. Hopefully, however, it will serve as a reli-
able access to the various sources of Chinese transport law.

The author cited the various international treaties China has ratified or acceded
to, Chinese laws and regulations enacted regarding maritime and other modes of
transport up to 2013, the abbreviation of which are contained in Chapter 2 of Part
I1. Readers are requested to pay attention to the development of Chinese legislation
in this area, since laws and regulations will be enacted or amended in the fast devel-
oping China. Meanwhile, China will ratify or accede to more international treaties
in the area of transport. While the author has tried to make this Monograph as prac-
ticable as possible, the Monograph has also been prepared by reference to the most
reliable academic sources available. Noticeably, not many cases regarding transport
law are quoted, since China is not a case law country. However, there is a tendency
that the judgments, especially those rendered by the Supreme People’s Court, are
having more important reference value.

Thanks are given to Faculty of Law of Catholic University of Leuven for its pro-
vision of study facility in 2001 when I was a visiting professor, which enabled me
to finish preliminary preparation of the first edition of the Monograph. Most thanks
are due to my wife, Liu Min for her continuous and greatest encouragement and
support.

Shanghai, 25 March 2014 James Zhengliang Hu
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