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PREFACE

THE purpose of this book is to provide for practitioners a general review
of the law of agricultural holdings in Scotland together with a collection
of the principal statutory materials. I have tried to refer to all relevant
authorities on problems which are commonly encountered in practice; but
I have not attempted a comprehensive citation of authority on matters of
general principle which are dealt with in the standard textbooks.

It is a pleasure to acknowledge my debt to my friend and former
colleague Mr. A. G. M. Duncan, W.S., the well-known lecturer and
writer on agricultural law, who first engaged my interest in the subject.
Most of the views which I have to offer in this book derive from the
advice which he has unstintingly given me over the years. Mr. Duncan
read the entire manuscript and greatly improved it.

My thanks are due to Mr. J. Gordon Reid, advocate, who prepared the
Index; to Mr. Mark Lawson, solicitor, who revised the proofs and to Miss
Iris Stewart, the publishers’ general manager, who directed the design
and preparation of the book.

I have tried to state the law as at September 1, 1982, but only the
briefest references could be added during the proof stage to a number of
cases reported shortly before that date.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE, BRIAN GILL
EDINBURGH,

October 1, 1982
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