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Study on Poppy Cultivation in China from the
19th century to the middle of the 20th century

Zhang Jubao

( College of Humanities and Law, South China Agricultural
University, Guangzhou 510642, China)

Abstract; The history of human poppy cultivation dated to
6000 years ago. In Tang dynasty, the poppy was first introduced
to China. Poppy from the Tang to the Song dynasty was mainly
used for ornamental and medicinal. Gradually, People gained the
technologies of cultivation and some corresponding management.
Opium production and smoking methods introduced into china. In
Ming dynasty the cultivation of poppy became popular in
southwest China. The poppy gradually evolved into drugs. Poppy
cultivation in large scale began in the periods of Jia Qing
(1796—1820 ). In the early years of the DaoGuang, the
cultivation area of poppy gradually spreaded and the snorting
method got introduced. The number of people who smoke
increased. The problem of poppy cultivation became a serious
social problem.

From 1830 to 1857, the Qing government banned opium-
smoking, so the cultivation of poppy didn’t spread widely. During
the Second Opium War in 1958, as the Qing government met

many internal and external problems, the government began to
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tax opium imports. Thus the importing of opium got legalized.
The ban on poppy roughly abolished. The cultivation of poppy
gradually spread from southwest and southeast to the whole
country. By the end of the 19th century, seven poppy production
areas were formed including southwest, northwest, east, north,
northeast, south China and central south. The import substitution
gradually got realized in 1906. By the second ban of poppy in
1907, the condition of poppy cultivation was not ideal.
Nevertheless there was a small climax from 1880s to 1906.

“The police of take the native product to repel the
imported” was the choice of nationalism in late Qing dynasty. On
the positive side, selling the Chinese prepared tobacco to repel
the imported opium can partially retrieve economic interests. The
British government was forced to consider the demands of the
Chinese government’s ban on poppy, so the sale of the opium
importing from India reduced year by year. On the negative side,
the increase of the opium stimulated consumption and the number
of addicts increased dramatically. It brought calamity to the
country and people which was quite unexpected for the Qing
government. In the high attention of domestic and international
society and smoking under the pressure of public opinion at home
and abroad, the Qing government implemented a more stringent
anti-smoking movement and made more obvious results. By
1911, it achieved the goal of banned the planting.

The Republic of China although inherit the policy of banning
on poppy, while the idea of “ make profits from opium”
influenced the opium banning. This situation was especially
obvious in warlords’ period. For the purpose of expanding, the
local warlords forced the peasants to plant poppy. In order to

dispute the interests from the opium, the whole country was in
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the “opium war”. The ruler encouraged smoking openly, which
overshadowed the success of the late Qing dynasty. To the
twentieth Century twenty, the area and yield of opium reached an
unprecedented peak and the second climax of poppy cultivation
appeared.

The invasive war broke out and the northeast China,
Mongolia and northeast China were occupied by the enemy
successively. The Japanese carried out the policy of poisoning by
using drugs in the occupied area. They forced the local peasants
to plant and smoke opium, set up factories and transport drug to
the Kuomintang-ruled areas and the anti-Japanese base. Thus by
bullying the peasants, the Japanese reached the goal of
“sustaining the war by opium” and weakening the will of the
Chinese people to fight in the Chinese Anti-Japanese War.

In the Kuomintang-ruled areas, the government just
considered the interests of small group, thus the policy towards
banning on the opium was quite hesitated about the policy of
banning and banned the opium by taxing. From 1929 to 1934,
instead of taking effective measures to ban the opium, the
National Government just encouraged opium. So the drugs
disaster reached to an unprecedented level, the poppy cultivation
area in Kuomintang-ruled areas was expanded and the addicts
were from every walk of life. The poppy cultivation reached a
third climax. The National Government carried out the banning
policy of opium for 6 years (2 years break after the victory of the
Anti-Japanese War victory) , altogether for 22 years. There were
certain effectives but the poppy remained incessant after repeated
prohibition.

From the 19th century to the middle of the 20th century,

southwest China was the main area of poppy cultivation. The
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opium in southwest China was perfect both in quality and price
which occupied the market roughly. The expanding of the sale of
the opium brought along the development of the poppy
cultivation. The nationwide network of production, transporting
and selling, consumption formed gradually. There were obvious
characteristics of the poppy cultivation of southwest China; the
vast area of poppy plating; the advanced technology of opium
manufacturing; rampant trafficking of opium and the common
scenes of opium addiction.

Having a reflection of poppy cultivation from Qing dynasty to
the Republic of China, the government took various measures to
ban the opium under the increasing pressure. But the poppy
cultivation went to the opposite side; sometimes the situations
even became severe. The opium problems weren’t completely
resolved. The reasons are listed below :

Objectively, The agricultural economy declined since the
late Qing dynasty and people led a quite hard life so many of
them were easily driven by the interests of the opium. The
mountain area in China was in lack of medicine so some of them
were addicted to opium, although they just smoke for the purpose
of treating the illness. The warlords’ pressure of poppy cultivation
was also a factor. All of these factors provided the poppy
cultivation a suitable social environment. Subjective, The
interests of the governors provided a nest for the poppy
cultivation. The centre finance and local finance were chained by
the tax from the poppy. The attitude of the government for poppy
cultivation provided an “umbrella” for the poppy cultivation
peasants. In modern China, with the frequent war and instable
society condition, the government took opium as the best cure for

ideological obstacles. People took opium smoking as a new
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fashion, people followed this style. On the international factors,
The continuous input of poppy stimulated the poppy cultivation in
China.

The research on poppy cultivation of modern China is also of
warning significance. While, although there are a lot of
researches about the opium trade, the harm of opium and the
campaign about banning on the opium. There isn’t much
systematic research on poppy cultivation and the harm which the
opium brings to China’s social and economic development. This
paper will make some efforts from this point of view.

In this paper, by investigating the history from the 19th
century to the middle of the 20th century of the development of
the cultivation of poppy of China and making careful study about
the three provinces in southwest China, the writer has deeply
made the connection between the poppy cultivation and politics,
economy and cultural life in modern China. The writer explores
the gains and loss of the effort the Chinese government took in
dealing with the problems of opium. The research is of some
practical and referring values. Meanwhile, the writer also expects
that the research can be complementary to the history of
agriculture in China, the history of cultivation of crops and other

relevant subjects.

Keywords: poppy cultivation, from the 19th century to the
middle of the 20th century, in the southwest, the harm of opium




H x

A s mnennass s s § ¢ RAAKBRRASANA §§ 3 A RELBUREERSSSA S 3 AMAE 1
F—5 ERBEFAREMEHER - 38
$—% BEUMHFHMEERR oo 39
o BB E R E ceeeerreennns 60
F=W BRAZRAEMHEEE
....................................... 81
FWYN BERNBBEESHIEMT
....................................... 84
BRY FEHEA 110
B /NEE v 120
EFE BFREXME—ME
RIF B B FE ceevernenennneeeinaes 122
% WREZBHEREFE - 123
oW JEOMERXESA
_u 1906 ﬁﬁfﬁﬂ ............ 176
F=% HFBARALEWUCESHAR
FEO ceveerii 212
FHY REF AHREAD HR

WA AT EZZ e 226




]‘ 1920 HE P PEREMHEEHLR

KB /NLE e 242
=8 REMNPEZERMESL—F R E K
HRE ERBUFE ooeeemeeeeens 244
B MR ETAL e, 245
FoW BERERMENRMTLIEL
....................................... 311
FZW REBAEGREBELAMN oo 328
AREBE/NGE e 339
FNE REMEXERGIFR - 342
B T e 342
B TR e 371
B BN e 431
FWA B VX R
....................................... 469
AREB /NG e 494
v JE ceeereiniiiiiiiiiiiii 498
5 GO seeerereesiiiiii 504
SRR w500 s snsmumnens s 3 1 nasummoRRSS3 § 4500 507



—. BEMNREEHAREX

#4358 (Papaver somniferum L) J& 8 SR} h— Bl 50 1L
Yy, e, TRy, EWEEES, HIRES
TEbo BAEARM, WL, XA S, FA
WA, JEMNBSEI W PR TR, AR M ER
A IR R, X 2 R e BA IR A 2k, Al
HA e, AR O ERA = wHRIER .

MEEEIT U6, BSRE A PE, (A5G R Z M.
T RAR T Wl A SRR, B T B, BEERS
FIEMREIIEEATE, BEAOWMZ, BA NS
THIR A T A —— P 24 i AL ST Ao A RS £ ol
AT AGE AR (1796—1820 4F) o JHIEHIAF, BSERIH
AR — R, WA E AN HH g, e MR
AR AR, BSRAME R AR . 7 R b DX R R
SEVEE . B RS R s MR A S R IE A
BRI BEEAE FK I R R T ERIHE, By o
b2 — o JE AR RS [ g Jr SR AT A [ 75 J5E Ml >R B
TESMRRE B, XA i e 2 R B T —E A
{EURS 7 (R R0 28 A A BUBITER B igp ok o

Bz MR, B— A r s R, 2IEEE R




