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Preface

‘My philosophy is . . . > When a leading figure in the eye of the media is
invited to adorn some ceremonial occasion by discoursing upon the
philosophy of whatever it may be or when we speak of someone taking
something philosophically, the word is being used in a perfectly reputable
and useful sense. In this sense philosophy is a matter of standing back a
little from the ephemeral urgencies to take an aphoristic overview that
usually embraces both value-commitments and beliefs about the general
nature of things.

But, although the two senses are not altogether unrelated, it is with
philosophy in a second sense that this Dictionary deals. For better or for
worse, we are concerned here with the very different activity pursued as
an academic discipline by departments of philosophy within institutions of
tertiary education. To the immcdiate question, ‘What (in this sense) is
philosophy?’ a good preliminary answer might be that given by a )
distinguished and well-loved Cambridge professor. The story is told that
the preferred response of G. E. Moore was to gesture towards his
bookshelves: ‘It is what all these are about.” So let us too start by saying
that philosophy is the main subject of most of the writings of Plato; of
Aristotle’s Mefaphysics and Nicomachean Ethics; of large parts of the
works of St Thomas Aquinas, Duns Scotus, and William of Ockham; of
the Meditations ot Descartes; of the Ethics of Spinoza and the
Monadology of Leibniz; of Locke's Essay concerning Human
Understanding and Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason; and, finally, in the
present century, of Moore's own Principia Ethica, of Russell's Our
Knowledge of the External World and Mysticism and Logic, and of
Wittgenstein's Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus.

It is only after we have become acquainted with several specimen
problems, and with some distinctively philosophical approaches to these
problems, that it can begin to be illuminating to press the question, ‘What
is it that distinguishes all this as philosophical?’ If this tactic strikes you as
cowardly, even evasive, then ask yourself how you would set about
answering the question ‘What is mathematics?’, put by someone who had
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not enjoyed so much as a primary school training in counting and
calculation. ‘Philosophy’ is not a shorthand term; it refers to a kind of
activity with which the questioner is most likely to be completely
unfamiliar. So the best response to the uninitiate’s question, ‘What is
philosophy?’, is not to labour to formulate a neat dictionary definition but
instead to offer a few typical philosophical problems as specimens and
illustrations, adding whatever remarks may then be necessary to enable
enquirers to identify further examples for themselves.

A. N. Whitehead once remarked, with no more exaggeration and
distortion than is inevitable in any such epigram, that later philosophy has
consisted in a series of footnotes to Plato. So let us use as a prime
example, what many contemporaries prefer to call a paradigm case, the
topic discussed in Theaetetus: “What is knowledge?’ Plato makes it very
clear in this dialogue that he is concerned with logical and semantic issues.
What does it mean to say—and what is logically presupposed and implied
by saying—that something 1s known? To settle these issues would indeed,
in one sense, be to show how knowledge is possible and when and under
what conditions it can exist. But Plato is asking the philosopher’s logical,
conceptual. and semantic questions and these are altogether different from
the factual questions asked by the psychologist or the physiologist: their
concern would be to investigate the actual mechanisms either of
perception or of the expression of assertions in speech or writing. Plato’s
questions are likewise altogether different from the equally factual
questions asked by those whose subject is misleadingly and too narrowly
described as the sociology of knowledge. For, in so far as this kind of
sociologist really is concerned with knowledge in particular and not beliefs
in general (regardless of whether these are or are not known to be true),
he is not asking what knowledge essentially is. He is, rather. asking what
social conditions promote or inhibit the acquisition of what sorts of
knowledge. :

As a second paradigm.case, one might consider the much disputed
issues of ‘freewill or predestination’ and *freewill or determinism’. Both
phrases are prejudicial and misleading. For the strictly philosophical
questions ask what is logically presupposed and logically implied by
various kinds of discourse and whether these presuppositions are or are
not logically compatible with one another. In the one case it is not a
matter of whether the essentials of theism are true or whether we are
often (or ever) responsible agents in making our own choices. The
relevant question is whether the idea of a creator God, not only all
foreseeing but also the sustaining cause of vur every action and our very
existence, is compatible with the ideas of human responsibility and human
choice. Again in the case of the second phrase it is not a matter of
whether the Universe is in some sense deterministic nor whether there is
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in human conduct some reserved area of indeterminism. Herc the question
is whether the sciences, and in particular the human sciences. presuppose
or reveal some form of determinism and whether this is or is not logically
compatible with whatever may be presupposed or implied by our everyday
discourse about choice and human action. To describe these i1ssues as
those of freewill or determinism, or their theological predecessors as those
of freewill or predestination. is to beg the central philosophical questions
in an incompatibilist sensc.

Because the present book sets out to be a dictionary of philosophy in
the second of the two senses distinguished earlier, very little attention is
given to anything that is philosophical only in the first and more popular
interpretation. This. and not European parochialism. is why the classics of
Chinese philosophy get such short shrift. The Analects of Confucius and
the Book of Mencius are both splendid, of their kind. But neither sage
shows much sign of interest in the sort of question thrashed out in
Theaetetus. The truth is that these classics contain little argument of any
sort. When, later in the same tradition. Mo Tzu speaks of the Will of |
Heaven and when he repudiates fatalism. he does not attempt_to analyse
these concepts. What he offers as support for his preferred doctrines is an
appeal to either his own authority or that of the Sage Kings. or else he
points to the unfortunate practical consequences of people holding views ¢
alternative to his own. ‘If the gentlemen . . . really want the world to be
rich and dislike it to be poor . . . they must condemn the doctrine of
fatalism. It is a great harm to the world."

This is a wholly different ball game from that being plaved by Aristotle
in Chapter IX of his De Interpretatione in his discussion of the problem of
the seafight. Here he first presents a philosophical argument for fatalism
and then dismisses it on the basis of his own counter-argument to show
(not that it is antisocial or damaging to the interests of the working class
but) that it is invahd.

Because philosophy, as we understand it, is characteristically
argumentative and essentially directed towards.the defersmination of what
logical relations do and do not obtain, a course in this discipline can be,
can indeed scarcely fail to be. a fine mental training. However, once we
are fully aware of how totally different the two senses of the word
‘philosophy" are, we do need to notice that many of the issues of
philosophy as an intellectual discipline are in some way relevant to
philosophy as world-outlook. To glimpse this truth we need look no
further than our two perradigm cases. If, for instance. either an analysis of
the concept of knowledge or an examination of the presuppositions and
implications of scientific practice should reveal that authentic objective
knowledge is either generally or in some particular spheres impossible,
then it must become preposterous to strive to subordinate private practice
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or public policy to what is thereby proved to be unobtainable. Again, if
the findings of the psychological and social sciences really do show that
there is no room for choice and for responsibility, then the rational man
has somehow to jettison either these ideas or those of the human sciences.

So much for explaining what this Dictionary is a dictionary of. And,
essentially, it is a dictionary, not an encyclopedia. The majority of items
are accounts of the meanings of key words and phrases. We have
nevertheless so far departed from true purity of Johnsonian purpose as to
admit biographical entries; for the greatest philosophers these entries run
to as much as three or four thousand words. We hope that the dictionary’s
users will find it of value to have both kinds of information in a single
volume. A table of symbols and abbreviations has been added on

Pp. Xii—Xiil.

Except for this present Preface the whole is heavily cross-referenced.
Asterisks preceding a text word or name indicate that the word or name
itself constitutes a separate entry, where additional relevant information
will be found. In addition there are also explicit verbal injunctions to refer
to relevant material under other headings. Although the aim has been to
make each individual entry comprehensible and self-sufficient we both
hope and expect the normal unit of consultation will be two or three
entries rather than one. We, as an editorial team, have encouraged
contributors to make a special point of anticipating and correcting
common mistakes and popular misconceptions; we hope that many users
will detect, and welcome, a certain sense of pedagogic mission. We have
not credited particular entries to particular contributors. This is partly
because many entries are too short to bear the weight of initials and partly
because—in some cases—drastic editing has been necessary in order to
preserve uniformity and balance in the book as a whole.

We believe that we have produced a reference book both more
comprehensive and in some other ways better than any of its predecessors
and competitors. Yet it is obvious that we must have omitted some items
that ought to have been included and admitted some interlopers that
ought nbt to have been. So I conclude by inviting detailed criticism, which
I shall keep on file until such time as it can be put to constructive use,
either by me in the production of a revised edition of the present
Dictionary or by someone else hoping to do better by learning from and
correcting the mistakes that I have missed or made. For, although the
other members of the editorial team and the many contributors have
collectively and in some cases individually put in far more work than I,
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there is no escaping the fact that, in the words of Harry Truman: ‘The
buck stops here.’

Antony Flew

Department of Philosophy
University of Reading
England

Preface to the second edition

I rounded off my Preface to the first edition by inviting ‘detailed criticism’.
The response to this appeal has been excellent. Many reviewers, friends,
and ordinary users have pointed out apparent errors or omissions. In the
several reprints of the first edition it has been possible to correct
proofreading slips and some other small errors, but alterations and
additions demanding major changes have had to wait for this second
edition. Every suggestion received has in the course of a thorough revision
been carefully considered and most, although of course not all, have been
adopted. For reasons of tact I will not specify any significant deletions, but
there have been many substantial additions and changes. Q

The editorial team were all convinced that the first edition was a more
comprehensive and in other ways better work than any predecessor or
current competitor; it is gratifying to add that both the reviewers and the
buying public appear to have agreed. The second edition, thanks largely to
the help of some of these reviewers and of the buying public. is, we hope.
much improved. However we are not infallible and everything in this
world both can and should be made better. I therefore ask once more for
suggestions and corrections.

Antony Flew



TARLES OF SYMBOLS AND ABHREVIATIONS

Propositional (or sentential) logu

svmbol connective exvample read as
read as
& (ampersand) r&Q
A conjunction PANQ
P - @ P and Q
v (vel) disjunction PV Q PorQ
2 (hook) conditional P I matenally implies Q or
% P (inlormally) f P then Q
iff biconditional Patt @ Pt and and onlyval @
- PesQ
= r Q
— —F not F oritias not the case that #
- negation =
~ (tilde) ~P

P, Q or p. ¢ stand for sentences.

Predicate {or quanttficational) logic

symbol description stand for

F.G predicate constants predicates (c.g. .. Listall”, " . . runs".)

a, b, . indlividual constants individual names (and function like proper names of
objects) |

Xy, variables place holders (and function like pronouns)

v universal quantificr “forall ... " or“forevery..."
(Vx)Fx = for all x, Fis true of x

3 existential quantifier “for some . . . ", or “there isone . . . " (Ix)Gx = f¢
some x, G is true of x

7 (iota) definite description “the unique . . . 7

. operator (1x)Fx = the o:.c and only x that is F
E! E shrick “there is exactly one . . . " :

(E!x)Fx = there is exactly one x that is F

LY i



Set theory

symbol explanation

€ (epsilon) membership xeA = x is a member of A

C proper inclusion ACB = A is a proper subset of B or A is properly

. included in B (N.B. it is not the case that AC A)

g inclusion (subset) AQB = A is a subset of B or A is included in B
(N.B. ACA. A is a subset of A)

) (cap) intersection AMB = the set of all things belonging to both A
and B

U (cup) union AUB = the set of all things belonging to A or
belonging to B

<> ordered n-tuple <x, y> = the pair x, y in that order

{ } (brace) sets sets are indicated either (1) extentionally: {1, 3, 5, 7}

= the set consisting of the numbers 1, 3, §, and 7. or
(2) by definition: {x: ¢x} = the set consisting of all
things that satisfy the condition ¢. N.B. (2) is also
written % (¢ x)

QorOor{} the null set the empty set

X Cartesian product AXB = {<x, y>: xeA, & yeB}
(read as “cross’)

Formal languages and systems
stand for

language

system s

well-formed formula

wifs

sets of wffs .

. ..is provable from ... "

... is valid consequence of . . . "
the true

the false

£ 3
g

Pe

l-c'rrT:-rQ.
~~
E

Modal logic
symbol stand for

(m] necessarily
0 possibly
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Abailard, Peter, See Abelard.

abandonment. One of the central ideas
of atheistic existentialists, such as

*Sartre. Since God does not exist there ~

can be no objective values or meaning
to life; thus man is thrust out into the
world, “abandoned”. He must make
decisions, distinguish right from
wrong, but as there is no guiding hand
he is thrown back entirely on himself.

Abbagnano, Nicola (1901-). Italian ex-
istentialist philosopher. He studied at
Naples and lectured in Turin from
1936, becoming coteditor of the jour-
nal Rivista di filosofia.

Influenced by *Husserl's *pheno-
menology and by the works of *Kier-
kegaard, *Heidegger, and *Jaspers,
Abbagnano presented his “philosophy
of the possible” in the threesvolume
Storia della filosofia (1946-50). Human
existence must be interpreted as the
series of possibilities that follow the
realization of being and every act of
choice. Not enough attention is given
in modern modal logic to the meaning
either of ‘possible’ as distinct from ‘po-
tential’ (here taken as implying pre-
determination and perhaps
actualization) or of ‘contingent’ (here
taken as implying the necessity of
something else). Every possibility has
its positive and negative aspects (see
double aspect theory) and there is a
logical relationship between possibility
and freedom, for which Abbagnano
argues in Possibilita e liberta (1956);
the *normative ‘ought-to-be’ is the
moral equivalent of the empirical
‘may-be’. .

abduction. 1.A *syllogism of which the
*major premise is true but *minor
premise is only Er‘obable. 2. The name
given by C. S, *Peirce to the creative
formulation of new statistical hy-
potheses that explain a given set of
facts.

Abelard

Abelard (or Abailard), Peter (1079-
1142). French philosopher, logician,
and theologian. Details of his life and
misadventures are contained in his His-
toria Calamitatum Mearum (The Story
of my Misfortunes). When still quite
young he studied under the famous
nominalist Roscelin. In Paris Abelard
became first a pupil and later the op-
ponent of the realist William of Cham-
peaux (see nominalism; realism;
universals and particulars). One of
Abelard’s many quarrels was with Ful-
bert, a canon of Paris, whose niece
Heloise was successively pupil, lover,
and covert wife of Abelard. In 1118,

- Abelard, having been castrated by ruf-

fians in Fulbert’s employ, retired to a
monastery. It is from this period on-
wards that his writings are usually
dated. = -
On the logical side Abelard com-
mented on the Neoplatonic Porphyry’s
Isagoge (see scholasticism), on Aristo-
tle’s Categories, as well as on the De
Divisionibus (On Classification) at-
tributed to Boethius. His Dialectica, a
logical work in its own right, was re-
peatedly revised until a few years prior
to his death. The Scito te Ipsum (Know
Thyself) contains a well worked out
ethics of intention. Sic et Non (For and
Against) stimulates discussion by list-
ing, for a total of 158 controverted
questions, points on which authorita- ,;
tive theological texts appear to be dis-
cordant (for example, on whether faith
should be su ed by reason). Other
works are his Introduction to Theology,
and a treatise on the Trinity. St. *Ber-
nard of Clairvaux was among his thgo-
logical opponents. ¥
Abelard played a major part in the
universals controversy, a part that was
shaped by the form ir which that con-
troversy presented itself to *scholasti-
cism. His stance in general was anti-
realist. The extreme form of one type
of realism held, in e:fect, that in the
end there are only ten objects, these
being the ten Aristotelian “categories.
Thus any diversities within the cat-
egory of substance—even between, for
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example a horse and a rock—are really
cases of variations within a single ob-
ject. One of Abelard’'s arguments
against this theory relies on the fact
that it absurdly makes the same thing
have simultaneously contrary qualities.
Another, and saner, form of realism
which he also attacks is the collection
theory. according to which the univer-
sal is the collection of all the objects in
question. Thus the universal man is
simply all men; the latter, that is com-
prise a collective class. Some of Abe-
lard’s criticisms of this theory rely on
his neglect of the distinction between
a mere collection and a complete col-
lection, or on the ordinary fact that the
ways in which parts of a class relate to
their whole are not identical in the two
cases of collective classes and classes in
the more usual (distributive) sense.
Nevertheless, certain sections of his
theory of collective classes deal inter-
estingly with identity and continuity,
and in particular with the nature of
allegedly “‘principal parts” necessary
for continued identity. (This discussion
allowed Roscelin, with whom he quar-
relled, to cast doubt on Abelard’s
post-1118 identity.)

Although thus opposed to these and
other realist theories, Abelard is
nevertheless critical of psychologistic
or nominalistic theories of the univer-
sal. For him, talk involving universals
is in a sense about things, since, for
example, being a man is not being a
horse. But this does not mean that uni-
versals as such are things. A similar
attitude is evinced in his discussion of
the way in which propositions have
meaning.

Abrabanel, Judah. See Ebreo.
absolute idealism. See idealism.

absolute space. Space regarded as an
entity within which bodies are placed,
and which itself has real properties,
such as shape or extension. This view
was held by Newton, but ‘opposed by
Leibniz and most subsequent philos-

2

ophers. See also relativity; space and
time, philosophy of.

absolute, the. A term used by.post-
Kantian idealist metaphysicians to
cover the totality of what really exists,
a totality thought of as a unitary system
somehow both generating and explain-
ing all apparent diversity. For *Schell-
ing and *Hegel reality is spiritual, and
their absolute is a very unanthropo-
morphic philosophical God, rather
than Nature. The more atheistical F.
H.* Bradley begins by arguing that all
the fundamental categories of ordinary
thought are corrupted by irremovable
contradictions, and hence must be dis-
missed as mere appearance: quality
and relation, substance and cause, sub-
ject and object. time and space. are all
equally irredeemable. The absolute.
which is reality, must have a nature
which is above all these merely appar-
ent categories. It must transcead all
relational thinking, though all thinking
is somehow or other relational. It must
have a unity overcoming and passing
beyond all relations and differences.
No wonder, perhaps, that mischievous
critics represented it as being, like our
brave captain’s map. “‘a perfect and
absolute blank™; or as being like the
night, in which all cows are black. The
idea is anticipated by *Spinoza, in his

notion that reality is one single sub-

stance, Deus sive Natura, God or

Nature.

absolutism. 1. (in politics) The exercise
of power unrestricted by any checks or
balances. 2. (in philosophy) The op-
posite of ‘relativism’, and hence in-
fectgd with all the same ambiguity and
indeterminacy. Compare relativism.

abstracy ideas. A concept the peculiar
nature of which has been a longstand-
ing concern with philosophers. If
words are employed meaningfully
then, surely, the user must have an
idea of what they mean; indeed per-
haps that idea is the meaning? Granted
this seductively obvious assumption,
then a question arises about such gen-



