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UNDERSTANDING WORLD REGIONAL
GEOGRAPHY

Five hundred years ago, the greatest library in Europe was
at Queens’ College in Cambridge and had only 199 books in
the entire collection. In 2013, publishers released more than
300,000 new titles or editions of books, and authors self-
published more than 390,000 books in the United States
alone. Even more remarkably, more than 1.1 million print
on-demand or Internet-access only books were published,
with marketing done chiefly on the Internet. Five hundred
years ago, a scholar could claim to have read every book in
Europe’s greatest library. Today, no one can claim to have
read each of the more than 36 million books in the Library
of Congress in the United States. At the turn of the mil-
lennium, Librarian of Congress James Billington quipped
that we are no longer in the Age of the Renaissance or the
Information Age; rather, we currently live in a “Too Much
Information Age.”'

Too much information. Your generation, which can-
not remember a time before the Internet and may have never
used a card catalog in a library, is adept at quickly finding
information. The vast majority of the information you find
on the Internet is less than 15 years old. All of this recent
information can give society a short-term memory that lacks
the depth of geographic context and historical knowledge.
Does all of the information with which you are inundated
each day seep into your brain and improve your understand-
ing of the world? Not likely.

One goal of this book is to help you sort through the
“too much information™ and gain understanding by thinking
geographically about the world. Many general education
curriculums at colleges and universities throughout North
America require students to take “globalization™ courses or
to become better “global citizens.” We are biased, as geog-
raphers, but we contend that the best possible way to gain
a global perspective and to organize the vast amount of in-
formation that floods your lives each day is through world
regional geography.

Understanding World Regional Geography helps stu-
dents begin to grasp the complexities of our world. If you
have ever watched the news or read a newspaper and thought,
“I cannot possibly understand what is going on in Syria;”
“I cannot understand how China became so economically
powerful in the last 30 years;” or “Why are some people
and places incredibly poor while others are ridiculously

Jams Libraries and Lives. But Is Anyone Getting Any Wiser?” Washington
Post, March 12, 1999, Al.

wealthy?”” you know the feeling of thinking the world is
simply too complex to understand.

How can Understanding World Regional Geography
help you on your journey of better understanding our com-
plex world? We designed this book and the corresponding
online content to introduce you to the integrative way geog-
raphers gather and process information. To do this, we build
from the geography education literature, which has estab-
lished that thinking geographically requires two things: ap-
plying geographic concepts to real-life situations and going
into the field and seeing the world as geographers.

Understanding World Regional Geography introduces
you to dozens of geographic concepts that you can inte-
grate and apply to real-world situations. Across 14 chap-
ters we highlight 25 Threshold Concepts that will help
you learn to think geographically. Once you learn one of
these concepts and apply it yourself, you will begin to in-
tegrate the concept in your thinking and can draw from it

Threshold Concepts in Geography

: CHAPTER THRESHOLD CONCEPTS :
" Introduction to World Regional Context :
- Geography Region
: Cultural Landscape
Scale
- Global Connections Anthropocene
: Globalization
Networks

Development

- Geography of Development
: Unequal Exchange

: Mental Map

. Subsaharan Africa Site

: Situation

' Southwest Asia and Diffusion

- North Africa Hearth

- South Asia Green Revolution

" Southeast Asia

East Asia

Europe

North and Central Eurasia
North America

. Latin America and
. the Caribbean

* Pacific

World Regions and World Cities

Tourism
Authenticity

Commodity Chain
Population Pyramid
Identity

Migration

Race
Gender

Time-Space
Compression

World Cities
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to learn new material and think geographically. When a
Threshold Concept is introduced in depth, an icon appears
in the margin and a definition is given at the bottom of the
page. At the end of each chapter, the Creative and Critical
Thinking Questions each integrate Threshold Concepts.
which affords you an opportunity to apply Threshold
Concepts to your surroundings and case studies from each
world region.

WileyPLUS Learning Space includes to a matrix for
the 25 Threshold Concepts that links you through to a va-
riety of case studies from Understanding World Regional
Geography that use each threshold concept.

FIWILEY @ esri
MAPS om

We established the mapping program in Understanding
World Regional Geography through partnerships with
Esri and Maps.com. Maps.com used ArcGIS to create
six thematic maps for print and digital in each chapter of
Understanding World Regional Geography. Clicking on a
webmap in the Understanding World Regional Geography
online environment opens the map in ArcGIS Online, mak-
ing the map dynamic and interactive.

Dynamic webmaps give students ownership of their
learning. In the ArcGIS Online environment. students can
interact with the maps, turning on and off layers, zooming
in and out, panning across maps, adding their own layers
of data, and using spatial analysis tools in ArcGIS Online
to ask and answer questions. An expert in geography edu-
cation and spatial thinking designed map exercises in each
chapter that take students through steps in Bloom’s taxon-
omy, first asking students to look for patterns on a map, then
asking students to compare and contrast different data or
different areas of the map, and later asking students to infer
and predict based on the map.

ArcGIS Online is simple to use while also being ro-
bust. Students can work through map questions using re-
ally basic commands in ArcGIS Online. Students who grow
curious and explore ArcGIS Online or whose professors
or discussion leaders create their own assignments using
Understanding World Regional Geography's dynamic web-
maps can ask and answer new questions by adding layers
from outside, creating class (virtual) field trips, designing
Esri storymaps to track a history, pattern, or phenomenon,
and using ArcGIS Online’s spatial analysis tools to ask and
answer complex questions.

As students interact with the maps. they learn how to
think geographically by asking geographic questions and
using webmaps to find answers. Instead of telling students
geography is something you memorize, we show students
that geography is something you do.

UNDERSTANDING WORLD REGIONAL

GEOGRAPHY FEATURES:

» Chapter Opener Featuring a single photograph and
a short vignette, the authors draw students into reading
the chapter. The goal of each chapter opener is to get stu-
dents to think twice about their existing perception of a
region.

« Guest Field Notes: The authors invited colleagues to dis-
cuss their fieldwork-based research. Each guest field note
includes a photograph and a vignette describing the field-
work.

« Using Geographic Tools This feature demonstrates.
through real-world examples, how geographers use
tools, including regions, mental maps, GIS. crowd-
sourced maps, statistics, surveys, landscape analysis. and
planning, to do geography. Each Using Geographical
Tools entry includes a photo or map and two Thinking
Geographically questions.

» Reading the Physical Landscape Students are walked
through the process of examining a physical landscape.
identifying physical features, and understanding the pro-
cesses that created the features in the landscape.

« Reading the Cultural Landscape Students are walked
through the process of examining a cultural landscape,
identifying the visible imprint of humans and cultures
on the landscape, and understanding the processes that
shaped the landscape.

* Your Turn: Geography in the Field Students are
given the opportunity to analyze a photograph, make
observations. ask questions. and think through answers.
Each Your Turn: Geography in the Field feature includes
at least two Thinking Geographically questions.

Learning to think geographically requires practice. The
Guest Field Notes, Reading the Cultural Landscape, Reading
the Physical Landscape, and the Your Turn: Geography in
the Field features may inspire you to look at your campus or
neighborhood in a new light. Start making observations, ask-
ing why something is where, and seeking answers.

A global perspective is not easily achieved. It may take
you a lifetime. Our hope is that this class and this book will
set you on the path to seeing how you fit into the world, to
becoming curious about the varied people and places in our
world, and to gaining a deeper understanding of this vast
place we call home.
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