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Praise for the book

Praise for the 3rd Edition

‘This revised edition introduces readers to a wide range of contemporary issues in
early childhood, issues that are fundamental for working respectfully with young chil-
dren. Each chapter has been skilfully constructed with the professional in mind, as
accessible and current information is provided, overviews of research studies, useful
web-links, podcast options, and thought-provoking case studies all assist with demys-
tifying each topic. What I really like about this book is how it challenges us to think
differently about children in an adult-centred society, and it equips readers with ways
to better understand children’s lifeworlds.’

Anna Kilderry, Senior Lecturer Early Childbood Education, Victoria University
Australia

“This book provides a rich introduction to key issues that concern early childhood. It
makes us think about what matters to young children and what professionals can do
to protect their well-being. The broad coverage and the reflective nature of the book
make it an invaluable resource for those who are new to early childhood studies, for
practitioners and researchers, and also for anyone who cares about the quality of early
childhood practice.’

Hiroko Fumoto, Programme Manager and Senior Lecturer, Early Childhood Education
Programme

‘This book has to be one of the most refreshing and realistic books on early years
holistic care and education on the market. There is a wide range of highly relevant
issues included, all presented in a way that provokes the reader to reflect and analysis
their developing knowledge and understanding. It is an excellent resource for students
studying early years care and education. It provides a stimulating and thought provok-
ing insight into the field of early childhood.

Ally Dunbill, Director of Learning and Teaching, University of Hull
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Praise for the 2nd Edition

‘This is an interesting, comprehensive and up-to-date book, which will be useful not
just for students, but for experienced practitioners who want to gain a broader, more
strategic understanding of the development of early childhood services.’

Early Years Update

‘This is a stimulating, well-structured book with excellent references to further relevant
research. I am confident students will find this a meaningful key text in their study of
early childhood, early years leadership and every aspect of early years education and
practice.’

Denise Corfield, Edge Hill University

‘Excellent book that gives a wide range of contemporary issues relating to ECE. Useful
reflection points for discussion in class.’

Jackie Musgrave, Early Years Department, Solibull College

‘A variety of chapters that fits directly with the course modules. The chapters are easy
to read and clearly guided with subheadings. The case studies and reflective questions
help students develop a deeper understanding of the topic material.’

Alyson Lewis, Dept of Care & Continuing Education, Ystrad Mynach College

‘A clear and well structured publication that covers a wide range of topics in good
detail and with associated case study information.’

Mark Tymms, Division of Youth & Community, De Montfort University
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How to Use the Book and
Its Online Resources

How to use the book

The new edition of An Introduction to Early Childhood is filled with useful learning
resources to help guide your study including:

Key chapter objectives identify the topics you will understand at the end of the
chapter.

Case studies show how early years theory works in practice.

Reflective questions linked to each case study at the end of each chapter help with
reflective practice and encourage you to start thinking like a practitioner.

Research in context boxes unpick recent research and show how it impacts on early
years education.

Chapter summaries aid revision by recapping key concepts covered in each chapter.
Further reading and recommended websites direct you to additional resources to

deepen your understanding. They are a great starting point for assignments and lit-
erature reviews.

How to use the companion website

XVi

An Introduction to Early Childhood is also supported by a wealth of online resources
which you can access at www.sagepub.co.uk/walleranddavis3e.
Visit the website to:

Listen to podcasts from chapter authors giving a deeper insight into the issues
discussed in each chapter and their implications for early childhood.



How to Use the Book and its Online Resources

Check out employability and placement resources discussing how to get the
most out of your early years placement and what prospective employers are looking
for in staff.

View and discuss child observation videos showing child behaviour in settings to
give you a deeper understanding of what to expect in practice.

Access a selection of free SAGE journal articles supplementing each chapter.
Ideal for your literature review!
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