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Preface to Series

The electron microscope has made its way from the research laboratories into almost
all fields of human medicine. In some disciplines, such as nephrology and virology, it
has already become an established and indispensable tool. In others, such as oncol-
ogy, it is rapidly becoming one.

The rapid expansion of electron microscopy in human medicine represents a
challenge to most medical institutions. Their electron microscopy laboratories are
often run by people without training in human pathology whilst most pathologists
lack ultrastructural experience.

The present series is the first comprehensive attempt to bridge this gap by letting
leading experts present the current state of the art in one all-embracing endeavour.
This kind of information has previously been scattered as numerous papers in medi-
cal and nonmedical journals or books dealing with limited fields only.

Electron Microscopy in Human Medicine should provide a solid foundation for
those who are in the process of building up experience in ultrastructural pathology,
and also broaden the horizon of those with experience in one narrow area of human
electron microscopy. The series, furthermore, should present the clinicians with a
dynamic ultrastructural view of the diseases they deal with and help them decide
when to save material for electron microscopical investigation.

Without the enthusiastic and idealistic support of all the authors of this series and
the excellent cooperation provided by the publishers and my hospital, the editing of
this venture would have been at best troublesome and at worst, impossible.

Oslo, 1977 Jan Vincents Johannessen
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Pretace

The skin lends itself easily to electron microscopic examination, and even in the early
days of electron microscopy, ultrastructural studies of the skin and its disorders were
of remarkably high standard.

Since his pioneering days in the 1950s, Professor Ken Hashimoto has remained at
the cutting edge of ultrastructural skin research. For this volume of Electron Micros-
copy in Human Medicine, he has brought together a distinguished international crew
of authors from America, Asia, and Europe.

This volume should be a treat to all those interested in the latest findings in
ultrastructural dermatology and dermatopathology.

Oslo 1985 Jan Vincents Johannessen
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