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Chinese ceramics with its unique artistic languages distinct from those of western ceramics is the
remarkable carrier of Chinese culture. As a part of modernization of traditional Chinese ceramic art, the
establishment of Chinese Ceramic School in 1910 ushered in a new era of modern Chinese ceramic art
education which changed the traditional and monotonous mode of “taking in disciples” and “teaching by

oral instruction and learning by heart”.

From Chinese Ceramic School to Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute,ceramic art of our teachers have
inherited and innovated excellent traditional forming skills such as throwing, trimming, and coiling,
decorating skills such as blue and white, famille rose, ancient colors, applied relief and openwork, and
firing skills. And at the same time, they have also taken liberty in drawing inspirations from the wonderful
achievements of modern art concepts and ceramic creations of the West. By combining theory with practice
and integrating traditional techniques with modern science and technology, they have made pioneering
accomplishments in developing new ceramic materials, forms and decorations.

Since the spread of modern western artin China in 1980s, Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute has become an
important forefront of modern Chinese ceramic art and cultivated numerous ceramic artists. Guangzhong
Wu, a famous Chinese painter, once said: “we should both respect our teachers and rebel against them”.
The core of art development lies in its originality, a quality that our teachers have been pursuing. They
have imbibed inspiration from modern western art, broken the shackles of traditional ceramic art and
experimented new artistic expressions and aesthetic tastes full of modern air and distinctive personality.
Thanks to their hard work, they have created new expressive forms of ceramic art such as “modern folk
blue and white”, “ceramics with mixed decorations” and “modern ceramic painting”. These outstanding
achievements have been acclaimed as “JCI phenomenon”, leaving a brilliant mark in the history of modern

Chinese ceramic art.

To inherit and renovate Chinese ceramic art is the unshakable duty of Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute.
Over the past years, our teachers have been committed to researching and experimenting ceramic
materials, forms, glazes and techniques. Their works of various shapes, graceful lines, bold colors, dynamic
rhythm and flowing vitality are permeated with the beauty of clay, fire and humanity. These artworks have
reflected the charm of artists of “the academic school” and filled ceramic art with new vigor, making the

modern Chinese ceramic art more diverse and international.

Jiezhong Guo

Secretary of Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute Committee
of Communist Party of China
12th, August, 2015

Collection of Teachers” Works of Ceramic Art of Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute
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“The Great Learning illustrates virtue, revitalizes people, and rests in the highest goodness”. The ultimate
objective of higher education is to impart the highest goodness and beauty to generations of students. True,
every age has its own idea of beauty, but from a macro point of view, human beings’ pursuit of beauty has always
been a combination of inheriting or creating something new out of their national cultural heritages to influence

artists of all ages and levels whose are subject.

As communicators of culture, university teachers are shouldering a more arduous task, because, compared
with mature artists, contemporary university students, being younger and livelier, have shown great curiosity in
the ever-changing science and technology, and at the same time, they have found it emotionally difficult to part
with their traditional national culture. Therefore, these young people are constantly engaged in philosophical
contemplation of life and art, and their passion for art is continuously stimulated by their emotional struggles

when faced with the choice between being modern and following tradition.

As students’ mentors and guides, teachers should first be familiar with the law of development of art,
secondly, pay close attention to art trends, and, thirdly, master the skills of artistic expression. Only when
equipped with these qualities can teachers really play the role of “transmitting wisdom, imparting knowledge

and solving doubts”.

The ceramic art education of Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute (JCI), the only university that has specialized
in ceramics for over one hundred years, is time-honored with distinctive characteristics. The older generation
of JCI ceramic educators has set a wonderful model with their superb craftsmanship and elegant artistic
accomplishment. Today, we, the new generation of art teachers, are exploring new directions in the expression
of art. Our works included in this catalog either show respect for our tradition or sing praise for our times,
but no matter how they are represented, all of them have reflected the great spirit of creativity and integrated
elements of the past and the present, foreign and domestic. But, in the age of rapid information exchange,
how to categorize these numerous and complicated elements, and how to choose appropriate means of artistic
expression, is undoubtedly a great challenge for art teachers. Gratifyingly, in spite of all the difficulties, we have

reaped wonderful fruits through hard work.

This collection presents you the artistic achievements of our teachers for nearly a decade. They are fruits of
artistic innovation as well as tributes to our tradition, they are explorations of art as well as reflections on our
culture, and they are the achievements of the art education of JCI as well as precious wealth in the development

of Chinese ceramic art.

Weihui Jiang

Presidnet of Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute
12th, August, 2015
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Binggin He Charm of Autumn (Blue and White Porcelain)
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Bingqin He A Prosperous Family (Under-glaze Red Porcelain)
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Gang Ning Admist Cloud Sea
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Gang Ning Radiant Lotus Flowers in the Sunshine
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Bing Yang Moonlight over the Lotus Pond
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