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About the Author

Chen Congzhou, whose given name is “Yuwen”, and who styled himself “Congzhou” and “Ziweng” ,

was a famous artist in field of ancient Chinese architecture and gardens.

27/11/1918 was born in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province.

1938-1942 studied at Zhijiang University and received his BA degree.

1946 a student of Master Zhang Dagian, one of China’s greatest painters in the twentieth century.

1950 an associate professor at the Suzhou Fine Arts Academy and in the Department of
Architecture at St. John's University in Shanghai.

1951 an associate professor at Zhijiang University.

1952 director of Teaching and Research Office of Architecture History in the Department of
Architecture at Tongji University, held the position of associate professor, professor, and PhD
student advisor.

1985 the counselor of I. M. Pei & Partners in the USA.

1989 the counselor of the quarterly Landscape Architecture in Taiwan, was awarded as
International Honorary Member of the Japanese Institute of Landscape Architecture.

15/3/2000 passed away.

Authored Suzhou Gardens, Pictures and Figures of Traditional Suzhou Residences, Traditional
Suzhou Residences, Miscellany of Gardens, Yangzhou Gardens (and Traditional Residences),

On Chinese Gardens, Stone Bridges of Shaoxing, Famous Chinese Gardens, Shudai Ji, Chuntai Ji,
Lianging Ji, Suiyi Ji, Zishi Yumo, etc., Mr. Chen Congzhou not only had in-depth research on and
great insight in ancient architecture and classical gardens of China, but also participated in the
identification, remediation and protection of them. He designed and organized the Chinese garden
Mingxuan for the Metropolitan Museum in New York, guided the design and renovation of East
Yuyuan Garden, Longhua Pagoda, as well as Tianyige in Ningbo and Shuihui Garden in Rugao,
designed and directed the construction of Nanyuan Garden in Yunnan Province. Mr. Chen had

been honored as the Master of Chinese Gardens by Japanese academia.
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Commemorating the Centenary of Chen Congzhou’s Birth
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2018 is a very special year because of the centenary of a great man in the field
of Chinese architecture.

To memorize the extraordinary significance, we are going to republish Mr.
Chen’s four classic academic works: Suzhou Gardens, Traditional Suzhou
Residences, Yangzhou Gardens (and Traditional Residences), and Famous
Chinese Gardens. We have put great effort into these books, typing and
proofreading texts, collecting photos and drawings, editing images... We
designed and arranged the layout and pictures with the highest respect for
the author.

While trying our best to maintain the authenticity of the contents, we have
adjusted the sequence of the contents and deleted some photos and drawings
compared to the original, so as to better clarify the relationship between texts
and pictures. In addition, due to the newly discovered photos of Yangzhou
gardens taken by the author, about 50 pictures in Yangzhou Gardens and
Traditional Residences (originally Yangzhou Gardens ) were added.

Since the original editions of the four reprinted works are from different time,
translated by different translators into English, and published by different
publishers, the translation styles are not alike, and the proper nouns are
translated in different ways. Currently, there is no unified official translation for
the proper nouns. For example, for gardens, government departments, official
websites of the scene spots, international organizations, and the general public
have their own English translations. As the four books published this time
are “Centenary Edition”, the original historical features and complete system
of which should be maintained as much as possible, we have only made the
translations of proper nouns consistent within each book.

The four classic works on classical Chinese gardens and residences are
revived, reflecting the distinguished character of a trailblazing Chinese

architectural master.

— The Editors
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Yangzhou is a historical city located at the
north bank of lower Yangtze River and on the
Yangtze-Huai Plain. Geographically, Yangzhou is
a very important and fertile site with its flat terrain,
mild weather and moderate rainfall. In the early
seventh century during the Sui Dynasty, Emperor
Yang began digging the Grand Canal, which
transformed Yangzhou into the transportation
junction connecting the South and the North. The
Grand Canal provided favorable conditions for
economic prosperity and technological advances
afterwards. The preserved traditional architecture
in Yangzhou has advantages from both the
South and the North, forming the unique style of
Yangzhou’s traditional architecture.

In the summer of 1961, the architecture
students from Tongji University surveyed over
thirty gardens and residences in Yangzhou. Now
the surveying materials are compiled into a book,
to serve as a reference for architectural design and
education.

As part of third-year students’ program
of study, they undertake architectural surveys
to fulfill their practice requirements. Through
surveying, students can strengthen their knowledge
of traditional architecture in the aspects of plan
layout, spatial combination, and building form,
as well as improve their sense of color, structure,
tectonics, detail and so on. Students can then
master the survey methodology, improve their
drawing ability, and also gain the preliminary
understanding for research and gathering materials.

China is a large country with a long history
and various people living in all parts of the
country. Their residences are the generous heritage
from the laboring people among our ancestors. It
is a long lasting and challenging task to survey



and research all these residences. Based on the
condition of the university, it may be suitable to
conduct the residential research with architectural
survey, which is also a relatively good method
to combine teaching and research. Throughout
the years, we have been to Suzhou, Yangzhou,
Songjiang, Qingpu, Wuxi and several other places
for residential research and architectural survey.
Not only do we complete teaching requirements,
but also accumulate research results.

Professor Chen Congzhou was in charge
of choosing the survey locations for Yangzhou
Gardens and Traditional Residences. Students
were under the instruction of professor Chen
Congzhou, Wu Yiqing, Zheng Xiaocheng, Guan
Tianrui, Lu Jiwei and other professors. Professor
Chen wrote the essays. Photos were all taken by
Professor Chen, except some old ones. Illustrations
were rendered by Professor Lu Jiwei. Students
who participated in the survey were third year
architecture students in the 1961 academic year.
Mistakes and flaws are unavoidable based on the
students’ and professors’ abilities. Please advise us
of any corrections or suggestions.

Teaching and Research Office of Architectural History
Department of Architecture, Tongji University
July, 1964
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Yangzhou, a historically important site in
the Jiangsu province, has been one of the most
affluent cities in China. From early on, Yangzhou
underwent several economic booms and the rich
material base provides great opportunities for
its development in art and culture. In particular,
Yangzhou’s landscape and residential architecture
established a unique style and achieved several
accomplishments. In 486 BC, the 34th year of the
reign of King Jing of Zhou, Fuchai, the king of
Wau State, began building the city of Hancheng.
As part of his efforts, he dug waterways in order
to transport grain. The waterways were connected
to Sheyang Lake on the northeast direction
and connected to Huai River at Mokou on the
northwest direction. This marked the beginning
of the city of Yangzhou and the name of the
canal Hangou. Situated at an important location
between the Yangtze River and the Huai River,
Yangzhou became a place of political and military
importance after the Eastern Han Dynasty
(25-220). Economically, fishing, salt making,
industrial and agricultural industries all developed
well in Yangzhou to make the city as China’s
major distribution center for grain, salt, iron and
so on. Furthermore, after the Sui (281-618) and
Tang Dynasties (618-907), Yangzhou became
the major port for foreign cultural relations and
foreign trade. All these made up the material
foundation for its prosperity.

By the Sui-Tang period, Yangzhou had
become a place of great importance and wealth.



After Emperor Wen (Yang Jian) founded the Sui
Dynasty by reuniting northern and southern China,
the Yangtze-Huai basin turned into a source of
wealth. Yangzhou, situated in the center of the
area, naturally became prosperous. Later on,
Emperor Yang (Yang Guang) of the Sui came
to Yangzhou, spending recklessly wealth and
proposing large-scale construction for his pleasure
palace. Yangzhou demonstrated unprecedented
prosperity even though its wealth was not carried
on substantially. The canal dug during Emperor
Yang’s reign turned Yangzhou into the waterway
hub connecting north and south China, providing
favorable conditions for a later economic
boom. In terms of architectural technology,
northern craftsmen dispatched by the ruling
class interchanged ideas and collaborated with
the craftsmen from regions south of the Yangtze
River; together, they greatly advanced Yangzhou’s
architectural development. Poet Du Mu of the Tang
Dynasty wrote in his poem admiring Yangzhou’s
flourishing scene, “Who knows while West
Bamboo Road is quiet, Yangzhou is full of singing
and music.”

As early as the Northern and Southern
Dynasties (420-589), Xu Zhanzhi from the
territory of the Liu Song Dynasty (420-479) built
Fengting (Wind Pavilion), Yueguan (Moon Tower),
Chuitai (Flute Terrace), Qinshi (Lyre Chamber)
and so on, which were located lower than Pingshan
(Even with Mountain) Hall. During the Zhenguan
era (627-649) of the Tang Dynasty, Pei Chen’s
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Yingtao (Cherry) Garden featured “buildings
and terraces overlaying, with flowers and plants
freshly flourishing,” and Hao’s Garden had even
more complex construction. Unfortunately, both
gardens were destroyed at the end of the Tang
Dynasty. New gardens emerged during the Song
Dynasty (960-1279) with designs emphasizing
water and trees, such as Junpu (County Garden),
Lifang (Beautiful Flower) Garden, Huchun
(Spring In Kettle) Garden, Wanhua (Ten Thousand
Flowers) Garden and so on. When the Jurchen
troops invaded the south, Yangzhou suffered
major destruction. As Jiang Kui of the Southern
Song Dynasty (1127-1279) wrote in his poem
Yangzhouman in 1176, the third year of the Chunxi
era, “After barbarian invaders came to the south
and left, the city moat and walls of Yangzhou were
left destroyed. Locals were fed up with wars and
soldiers. As dusk fell, the toneless sound of bugles
echoing through the deserted city.” At the same
time, during the Southern Song Dynasty and the
Jin Dynasty (1115-1234), the canal was already
blocked. The grain had to be transported by sea
by the early Yuan Dynasty (1206-1368), thus
Yangzhou’s economy was not as prosperous as
before. Only several gardens as Pingye (Flat Field)
Veranda and Cui Boheng’s Garden were recorded.
By the early Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), the canal
was newly renovated, again transforming into the
communicating artery connecting the north and
the south. Yangzhou was once more established
as the salt distribution center for areas on both
sides of the Huai River. After the mid-Ming



Dynasty, capitalist economy emerged and cities
prospered again. The salt industry, along with other
commerce and handicraft industries, progressed.
Yangzhou’s economy seemingly reached its
pinnacle during the Qing Dynasty (1616-1911)
around the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
Yangzhou’s laboring people created unique
landscape architecture with their diligence and
intelligence. These landscape art works became an
important part of China’s ancient cultural heritage.

After the mid-Ming Dynasty, merchants in
Yangzhou mainly originated from Anhui. Later
on, more merchants from Jiangxi, Hunan, Hubei
and Guangdong came to Yangzhou to join local
merchants in running businesses, making large
fortunes. The profits from the business were spent
on luxurious lifestyles and large construction of
gardens and houses. Anhui merchants brought
along Anhui architects and craftsmen, so Anhui’s
architectural style was absorbed into Yangzhou’s
architectural style. The convenience of waterway
transportation enabled bringing in building
materials from various parts of China with ease.
Artisans from nearby Xiangshan (in Suzhou) also
arrived in boats. Yangzhou’s architectural style
flourished once more. Garden wise, Meihualing
(Plum Flower Ridge), built by prefect Wu Xiu
during the Wanli reign (1573-1619), was composed
with rockeries as mountains and surrounded by
pavilions and terraces. In the late Ming Dynasty,
four brothers from the Zheng family each owned
a grand garden. These four gardens—Yuanxun’s
Ying (Shadow) Garden, Xiaru’s Xiu (Leisure)
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Garden, Yuansi’s Jiashu (Good Tree) Garden,
Yuanhua’s Wumu (Five “Mu”) Garden—were
renowned for their large size and extraordinary
landscaping. The owner of Ying Garden, Zheng
Yuanxun, acquired his knowledge of gardening
from local landscape gardeners and commissioned
the celebrated gardener Ji Cheng from Wujiang to
design it. Scholar-officials at that time projected
their emotions onto mountains and rivers, and
the gardeners employed by the officials had to
layer rocks and dug ponds on the level ground of
Yangzhou. Unlimited spectacles were created in
limited spaces, and the gardens were made as if
they were built through the divine hand of Mother
Nature. This made up the technical foundation
for later large-scale construction of landscape
architecture during the Qianlong reign (1736-1795)
of the Qing Dynasty despite the Manchu invasion
and destruction of the south. Nowadays, only a
glimpse of the architectural legacies can be seen
from the few halls constructed of Phoebe nanmu
that survived the invasion.

In the early Qing Dynasty, the ruling class
built the so-called Eight Famous Gardens in
Yangzhou: Wangxianma’s Garden (Garden of
Librarian Wang), Bian’s Garden, Yuan’s Garden,
He’s Garden, Yechun (Going on a Spring Outing)
Garden, the South Garden, Zhengyushi’s Garden
(Garden of Censor Zheng), and Xiao (Slim
Bamboo) Garden. During the Qianlong reign,
Emperor Gaozong traveled to the south repeatedly
for his so-called “inspection tours” which were in
fact more for pleasure than for official business.
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