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fiif—JE1l]  Buddha is a mountain and the mountain is a Buddha
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Poetic Landscape
Spiritual Land
Open-minded Modern City
Exemplary Settlement
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LESHAN WITH BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPES
AND POETIC SETTLEMENT

“The best scenery of mountains and waters in the world can be appreciated only in Shu Kingdom, where Jiazhou is the pearl.”

Shao Bo, a poet in the Song Dynasty, praised Jiazhou when he had the first visit to Leshan more than one thousand years ago.

Leshan, with a territory of 12,700 km®, has been famous for its beautiful scenery. The city with 3.547 million residents is warmly
welcoming you to visit the Ancient Circumvallation on the banks of three rivers, feel the strong pulse of this National Famous
Historical and Cultural City, and see its past and modern life...

More than 3,000 years ago, the Emperor of Shu Kingdom expanded the territory to build Leshan for the first time. When it was
2,000 years ago, Leshan had become a pearl on the Southern Silk Road. With the help of the Silk Road, Buddhism was introduced from
India to Leshan. In the first century, the first temple was completed at the top of Mount Emei, 37 km away from northwest of Leshan,
starting the history of this oriental Buddhist shrine. In 713, hardworking Leshan people started carving a lofty Buddha statue on the cliff
against the swift currents of the Dadu River, Qingyi River and Min River. With their endless efforts for 90 years, the 71m tall Leshan
Giant Buddha was created. In 1996, Leshan Giant Buddha and Mount Emei was included in the World Cultural and Natural Heritage
List. In 2014, Dongfeng Weir, serving for more than 350 years, was added to the World Irrigation Heritage List among other projects.
Since then, Leshan has become a city with three world heritages in China.

The singing in praise of Buddha lasts for thousands of years. To see a world in a grain of sand and a heaven in a wild flower, Leshan
is a perfect place as it has been bathing in the cultures of Buddhism and Zen for so long.

This is also a land with profound cultural background. In the passage of time, numerous men of letters expressed their praises to this
city, which converted into famous works remembered forever. “Autumn moon over Mount Emei, so like a half wheel! Your reflection in
the Pinggiang with its current flows. I set out for the Three Gorges from Qingxi at night. Now, nearing Yuzhou, how much I miss seeing
you!” Li Bai, the god of poetry, wrote the poem when he was inspired by the bright moon over Mount Emei. The mountains and waters
of the beautiful land had nurtured two great scholars, Su Dongpo and Guo Moruo. “I am willing to go as Jiazhou court sent the prefect,
this wine can be set to pay tribute to Buddha by boat.” Leshan was always the best memory when Su Dongpo was frustrated. Guo
Moruo chose his name from two rivers at his hometown, that is, Mo River and Ruo River, showing his lifelong love for the hometown.

Leshan has not only a long history and profound cultural background, but also wonderful mountains. As China’s Outstanding
Tourist City, Leshan has the second largest tourism economy in Sichuan Province for years, only second to Chengdu City. Mount Emei,
as one of four Buddhist shrines in China, is praised as “World’s Most Beautiful Mountain”, and wins the world reputation as a
“Heavenly Buddhist Mountain” and the birthplace of Emei martial arts. The beautiful scenery of Leshan is shining with so great
attractions scattered in four districts, one city area and six counties under its governance, such as, Ebian Heizhugou Valley known as
“Bermuda in China”, Jinkou Grand Canyon, one of the most beautiful canyons in China, Jiayang Steam Train, “Living Fossil of the
Industrial Revolution”, elegant Lady Summit in Shawan, precipitous Dafeng Peak in Mabian...

A list of honors makes Leshan shine brightly, such as, National Famous Historical and Cultural City, China’s Outstanding Tourist
City, National Greening Model City, Torque Passing City of Beijing Olympics 2008. Along with the expansion of its grand blueprint of
becoming “Top Choice of Travel to Sichuan, Green-oriented Transformation Demonstration City, Livable Garden City, and Headquarter
Economy Cluster Area”, the list will be constantly lengthened and updated.

“I shall pasture white stags among green peaks, and ride to visit mountains famed in legend.” With the relics of ancient city, the
shrine of Buddhism and Zen, the cultural achievements and legacies, the wonderful mountains and waters, and the foods arousing
homesickness, Leshan is a wonderful land for your heart to repose and a poetic city for you to settle down. The city leisurely growing
with natural sceneries and cultural existences and replete with Buddhism, Zen and nostalgia is waiting for your visit and appreciation.
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China's Outstanding Tourist City—Leshan, a City Interweaved with the Nature. f Py i
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Ancient Jiazhou on the west bank of Lingyun sees the circulating
flow of gentle currents. Surrounded by shining and massive mountains
and rivers, the land is rich in beauty and has nurtured great characters,
often praised as “County of Scholar-officials”. It has been praised by
ancient poets and remembered for their extraordinary stories, such as Li
Bai, Cen Shen, Su Shi and Lu You. In the new century, Leshan is
endowed with new colors and meanings to construct “One Headquarters
and Three Bases” at the pace of the era, and develop “One Lake and Five
Wetlands” as a chapter of the century.
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The Sights of an Ancient City

A New Ode to Ancient Jiazhou



