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Academic Papers

« A Research on Urban Governance from the Perspective of “Hierarchial
Trust”

- Chen Yongguo & Fan Jiahui

Abstract: “ Hierarchical Trust” reflects the characteristic of institutional
structures. The past studies show that the pattern of governmental trust in
China is characterized as “strong central. weak locals”. However., the
geographical distribution, the law of its time temporal evolution of hierarchical
trust and its the relationship with urban governance should be further studied.
We conducted computer-assisted telephone interviews on “Hierarchical Trust”
in 2011, 2012 and 2015. And collected 50 000 samples in 36 cities above the sub-
provincial level in China. Some conclusions were made from our research:
(DThe pattern of “strong central, weak locals” still exists in China. @ The
“strong central, weak locals” character is weakening along the time line.
@ China’s hierarchical trust has obvious regional stratification. @ From the
viewpoint of our model, hierarchical trust is an important explanatory variable
for explaining urban governance types. These conclusions are helpful to
understand the dynamics of government trust in China; In further explor
understand the political psychology dynamics in the government trust
structures, and thus provide early warnings and lessons for the operation and
development of the existing system.

Keywords: Central Government Trust, Local Government Trust, Hierarchical

Trust, Survey Research

* A Research on Family Right under the Fundamental Rights System

- Wang Qiongwen

Abstract: Family rights include both the rights family members enjoy as

individuals and also the rights a family is entitled to as a unit. Family right is
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not a single right, but a bundle of rights, including the right of building a
family, living a family life, family privacy, maintaining family relationship,
family welfare and maintaining family harmony. Tthe effectiveness of family
right is divided into three levels. First, family rights are defensive in nature,
and the state should be apply self-restraint and respect the autonomy of a
family. Second, family right is the nature of beneficial right, and the state
should provide family members with basic survival conditions to protect self-
esteem, and to maintain the minimal least standard of living. Third, family
rights are object in nature and the state should not only protect family right
from the private violation. but also architecture a series of legal system to
protect guarantee family rights.

Keywords: Constitution, Fundamental Rights, Family Right

« Anti-urbanism and the Genealogy of Urban Population Control in China

+== Zhao Yimin

Abstract: A thorough investigation into the recent control of China’s urban
population requires more analyses of the spatiality and temporality embedded in
this issue. Drawing on the généalogie method proposed by Foucault, this paper
examines the idea of “anti-urbanism” incorporated in the official ideology,
with special attention paid to its articulations with the dynamic urban political
economy and social processes. It is recognised that “anti-urbanism” is a plural
concept, with changing connotations in different social and politico-economic
contexts. This in turn shows us the reason why such an idea is producing more
far-reaching socio-spatial effects in the present “urban age”, though in a more
hidden and subtler way. In the process of population control, space and time of
our urban moment are crystallized in the idea of anti-urbanism, which has its
own historical-geographical dynamics and which maps the urban space only to
serve certain knowledge/power mechanisms. This is by nature a process of

socio-spatial reordering, where the conduct of population control is merely a



basic step towards.

Keywords: Urbanization, Population Control, Genealogy, Anti-urbanism, Beijing

+ Information Technology and Urban Grassroots Governance Transformation:
Analysis of Guangzhou Community Grid Management Practice

+-- Xiao Diwen

Abstract: The ever-improving information technology has become a key force
affecting the grassroots level governance. This study focuses on urban grassroots
grid management practices, which are mainly based on information technology.
It demonstrates the interaction of information technology and governance
participants, and summarizes the impact of information technology on the
governance structure at the urban grassroots level.The paper found that the use
of information technology significantly improved administrative efficiency and
strengthened the government’s direct control over urban communities. In
addition, information technology enjoys high degree of plasticity and self-
enhancement, which is of great significance for the reconstruction of grassroots
governance systems. It can influences the transfer of public demand and
promotes the integration of the government departments at the grassroots level.
The grassroots governance units are emerging. It enhances the residents’
reliance on social services provided by local governments and brings changes to
their way of public participation.

Keywords: Information Technology, Political Right, Grid Management,

Grassroots Governance
« Foreign Urban Renewal Research Review: Objective Principles, Causal
Mechanisms and Research Prospects

- Wang Yan & Peng Zhongyi

Abstract: Economic recession, space dilapidated and social deterioration make
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the city more involved in urban renewal. As the concept and practice of urban
renewal originated in foreign countries, the development of domestic urban
renewal needs to learn from foreign research results. By means of literature
statistics and content analysis, this paper finds “promotion of competitive
economic ability, construction of inclusive social ecology and shaping adaptive
urban space ”are the three major goals of foreign urban renewal, In the eyes of
scholars, “territorial capital, policy and stakeholders” are main factors
affecting urban renewal. Goal oriented object evaluation and process
optimization oriented subjective evaluation are two main methods of urban
renewal evaluation. In addition, Scholars have found that urban renewal has
promoted the development of urban economy, but also affected the urban
vulnerable groups and planning subsystems. The future research on urban
renewal in China should work hard in three areas: strengthen the study the
factors of influencing urban renewal, pay attention to the application of
quantitative methods in urban renewal, and deepen the consideration of fair
ethics in urban renewal.

Keywords: Urban renewal, Objective Principle, Causal Mechanism, Research

Prospect

Academic Comments
« (Book Review) “New” urbanism in China: A temporal and spatial reading:
Review on China, A Historical Geography of the Urban
- Tang Min

Abstract: “ Urban transformation in China constitutes both a domestic
revolution and a world-historical event”. When urban scholars are celebrating
the uniqueness and novelty of the so-called “Chinese urban model”, this book
rings the alarm of blind confidence, and also offers various insights to situate
ourselves and to understand the relation between China and the world. This

book underlines the importance of historical geography—not as a discipline but



as an epistemological approach. In fact, all the articles have implicitly applied
time-space framework while examining the transformation of Chinese cities
across different temporal and spatial scales. Despite the ultimate riche
narratives and arguments demonstrated in this book, “Global and Local”,
“Material and Culture” and “Governance and Ideology” are three layers of
focus that could help the audiences to reflect up on the dialectic relation
between the past and the present, in the interests in seeking for the nature of
“new urbanism” in China.

Keywords: Chinese Urbanism , Historical Geography. Space, Urban Studies

Academic Trends
* Academic Report on 2017 Global Cities Forum -Believe in the power of
the city
- Xiong Jing
* A Summary of Symposium Speeches on Social Organization and Governance
Innovation: Experience and Challenge

-+ Song Jinzhou, Zhou Jun & Zhang Ran
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in China : Aspects of the transformation of the Beijing and Shanghai global
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