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4@ ADVENTURES WITH ABUELA

Adventures
With Abuela

Special Delivery
t was late afternoon in Kanab, Utah, when Adriana Cruz ran
Iinside. Holding a large envelope, she exclaimed, “It's the letter
from Abuela!”
Her brother, Rob, looked up from the book he was reading. “Get
Mom and Dad!” he said. “They’ll want to open it right away.”
Their little sister, Emily, put her hands on her hips, looking puzzled.

“Abuela sends us stuff all the time. What’s the big deal?”
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4@ ADVENTURES WITH ABUELA

Adriana explained, “This is a special letter. It contains c/ues to an
adventure!”

“Clues?” Emily asked.

“Remember, in her last email Abuela told us she was going to
send us clues about our vacation,” Rob said.

“That’s no mystery,” Emily said. “Mom and Dad already told us we
were going to Abuela’s house.”

“But we have to solve a mystery on the way there,” Adriana
explained. “And this has the clues.”

Their parents walked into the living room. “What’s all the buzz

about?” Mr. Cruz asked.
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ADVENTURE TRIP [

“The letter from Abuela is here!” the children exclaimed.

“We’re leaving Kanab tomorrow so it came just in time,” Mrs.
Cruz said.

The family gathered to read the letter.

Dear family,

I am taking you on a wonderful trip. Let’s see if you can figure out where
we are going. I have sent you clues.

As you drive, use the clues to try and figure out where we will meet.

1 will give you a hint: All the answers to my clues can be found on an
Arizona map.

The clues are found in smaller envelopes. You may open each clue as you
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4@ ADVENTURES WITH ABUELA

solve the one before it. You may now open the first clue.
Good luck, and I hope I am not sitting at the meeting place alone!
Love,
Abuela
CLUE 1: Books and Scrambled Letters
“Look! She included a map.” Rob said, unfolding it on the coffee
table.
“I think these are the clues,” Emily said, pointing to a bunch of
envelopes held together with a rubber band.
Mr. Cruz held up a sealed envelope. “We are supposed to open
this one first,” he said, as he opened the envelope. He pulled out the

paper and read:
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ADVENTURE TRIP [

Clue 1

1o begin our vacation game go to the city with a name that tells a
common part of each and every book. When you get to the city, “SHOUT!”

Then unscramble the letters in shout to tell you which direction to take.

Emily said, “Let’s look at the map. Abuela said all the answers
were on the map. If we look at the map maybe we can find a city
that is part of a book.”

“Hmm,” said Adriana, “I think it might be easier to list the parts of

a book. | think there are fewer parts of a book than cities in Arizona.”
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4@ ADVENTURES WITH ABUELA

“Great idea!” exclaimed Rob, and he started making a list. “Let’s
see, there are covers, a table of contents, and page numbers...”

“Pages! All books have pages but they might not have a table of
contents!” said Adriana.

“Great! Let’s see if there is a Pages, Arizona, on the map,” said
Rob.

“There’s not Pages, but there is a Page, Arizonal! It is in the
northern part of the state, almost in the center,” stated Adriana.

“Well, then that is where we will drive tomorrow after we have had

a good breakfast,” said Mrs. Cruz.
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ADVENTURE TRIP [

CLUE 2: Names and Paintings

The next morning, an hour after an early breakfast, they rolled into
Page and gave a loud SHOUT.

“Now we have to figure out what direction to go using the letters
in the word shout,” said Rob.

“Well it shouldn’t be west because we just came from there, and
Abuela wouldn’t send us back in the same direction,” said Adriana.

“You sillies. It’s south! You just move the h to the end,” cried
Emily.

“Hey, don’t we get to open the next clue now that we are in
Page?” remembered Dad.

Mom opened the next clue because Dad was driving. Mom read,
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4@ ADVENTURES WITH ABUELA

“Clue 2. You should be in Page, Arizona and traveling south.”

“Yeah!” cheered the Cruz children. “We were right.”

Clue 2

After you Spring along the Ridge and across the Gap, you will get to
the exit to a town that thinks it s a city and is often a member of a band.
When you get there, start looking for something this picture represents.

When you are traveling through it, open Clue 3.

Mom continued reading.

“I's a drawing of a paintbrush and a cactus,” Adriana said, “but
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ADVENTURE TRIP [

what does it mean?”

“Let’s look at the map. | don’t see any cactus, and certainly there
are no paintbrushes. Read the clue again, Mom,” asked Rob.

Mom read the clue again and said, “Oh, | just noticed that Spring,
Ridge, and Gap are all capitfalized. That means they might be the
name of something. All place names are capitalized.”

Adriana opened the map. “Here it is! Highway 89. We are
supposed to drive south on Highway 89!”

“Let me see,” said Rob as he grabbed the map. “Look Highway 89
goes through Bitter Springs, Cedar Ridge, and The Gap—places just
like Mom thought.”
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4@ ADVENTURES WITH ABUELA

“Good, then 89 must be the right road,” said a relieved Dad.
“What about that town that thinks it’s a city and is often a member of
a band. What the heck does that mean?”

“Hmm,” said Rob. “I've got it! It’s Tuba City. | see from the map
legend that Tuba City is really a town, and | know that tubas are
musical instruments in bands.”

CLUE 3: Towns and Flags

Several hours passed as the children searched every billboard,
sign, and building along Highway 89 for something that matched the
drawing. They had passed the exit to Tuba City and were starting to

get nervous.
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