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I am delighted to introduce Professor Youbin Zhao’s new collection of New Zealand
poetry and fiction for readers in China. Professor Zhao is a long — time friend of New
Zealand and an expert on its literature. 1 first met him at Waikato University in the
1990s, where I was teaching in the English Department and he was a young scholar
come to study in a land very different from his homeland. Set in a rural world of sheep),
cows and green fields, Hamilton, was a picture of traditional New Zealand, the world
that appears in many beloved traditional New Zealand stories and poems.

In the years since we knew each other as teacher and student, both New Zealand
and Professor Zhao have changed remarkably. New Zealand is still pastoral in many
ways but it also has a vibrant city life and its citizens travel the world. Its businesses
embrace global realities, especially China, a country with which New Zealand has had
very enduring friendly relations. White New Zealanders have moved beyond their British
colonial identity to accept the increasingly multicultural character of the modern nation.
Professor Zhao, meanwhile, has become Dean of Jinan University’s prestigious School of
Translation Studies in Zhuhai.

In this volume Professor Zhao has brought together a wisely chosen selection of ma-
jor New Zealand literature, both traditional and modern. The collection captures both
the history of New Zealand’s literary high points and the achievements of its contempora-
ry writers. It is especially pleasing to see work by New Zealand’s iconic writers from the
early twentieth century, Katherine Mansfield and Frank Sargeson. Both describe the
New Zealand social world with accurate, often critical eyes and capture also the physical

worlds of towns, suburbs and nature.
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Closer to our own time Professor Zhao notes the emergence of a generation of Maori
writers who have changed the landscape of New Zealand writing, finding new ways of u-
sing language and literary form to capture the psychological as well was the social and e-
conomic after — effects of colonisation.

I commend Professor Zhao for his introduction to a world of writing that speaks of
the experience of a small country of peoples from diverse backgrounds learning to under-
stand their own cultural lives, to chart the uneven development of social experiences,

and to express in distinctive and memorable language the particular beauties of place.

Mark Williams

Professor, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand
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In the porches
Ngati Awa

In the porches of the fine houses of
Hope,

I sit and gaze at the steam rising from
Whakaari.

Faint and shifting is Paepae Aotea,
island of demons!

If I could but embrace Retireti! But
perhaps Perepe

Will not let you go! I think my body
has become

That of an old woman, a badly broken
canoe—

I lie worn out on the rocks ee!
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A mother’s song
Ngati Kahungunu

Always my gaze feeds

On this running water, water where
bathed

My one who went so fast!

Let him go, that he may be taught

The beautiful soft sea—sound that 1 will
never hear!

Longing arises within me for my
youngest child—

Like exhausting seasonal journeys

It consumes me! I stand up

Here in the doorway, and tears pour
down

As the western wind brings so much
longing—

Oh you have come from Te Kani,

Who makes me sleep alone! Alas, my
one, alas!

’0 Mate, listen with your companions

To the flutes sounding hither from Ruera

At Motu — kokako! Oh come within,

My darling! Return here to me,

The breast that fed in the night Tama
= kuhukuhu

And Rongo — tangata — ke! I am left
behind here ii!
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Sick woman’s song
Ngati Whatua

Sun, sink down, drawn into the
abyss,

Reddening the ridges and peak of
Pukehinau—

I had thought that we would go
together!

I am like a bittern, a duck swimming
on the water!

It is the western wind that wastes my
flesh.

I sprinkle it with water, Mother, but
then

Like the new moon rising, it strikes
me again |

Now my flesh is like a blazing fire,

And [ fly to burial in the red sands at
Patumarama!

Husband, remain here to farewell
me

How can Whiro’s gutted fish be
bound together?

The god’s broken the

adze has
meeting — place
Of my buttocks, and 1 am heard
cracking
Like the branch of a tree which soon
Will be torn off by the wind!
I writhe like the fins of a sting — ray
Thrashing on the beach!
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