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This book is for my daughters: Sarah, Rebecca and Miranda.
May they help to promote peace and justice in
our war-torn world.



INTRODUCTION TO THE SERIES

Such is the pace of historical enquu:y in the modem world that there is
an ever-widening gap between the specialist article or monograph,
incorporating the results of current research, and general surveys,
which inevitably become out of date. Seminar Studies in History is
designed to bndge this gap. The series was founded by Patrick
Richardson in 1966 and his aim was to cover ma;cr thcmes in mesh

- European and 'W '.hlstory» '
. 'connnued hls Wo !

_Umversxty, while Gordon Martel is Professor of Internanonal Hxstory
at the University of Northern British Columbia, Canada, and Senior
Research Fellow at De Montfort University.

All the books are written by experts in their field who are not only
familiar with the latest research but have often contributed to it. They
are frequently rev1sed in order to take account of new mformauon

issues vmhout over—sxmpleymg them, and to stlmuiate readers into
deepening their knowledge and understandmg of major themes and

topics.




The research and writing of this book was aided by a Faculty Small
Research Grant and a Liberal Arts Summer Research Grant from the
University of Mississippi. As my book is a work of synthesis as well as
analysis, I am indebted to many scholars, too numerous to acknowledge
here, whose work may be found in the bibliography. Among those whose
direct assistance has been most valuable, I would like to thank Gordon
Martel; the staff of the Interlibrary Loan Office of the J.D. Williams
Library, University of Mississippi; staff at the Imperial War Museum,
London; Fara Shook, Debbie Townsend, and Rachael Pailet for the
extraordinary care they have given my children; Deborah Cohen for her
invaluable comments; and Joe Ward for making its writing and my life
better.



We are grateful to the following for permission to reproduce copyright
material:

The literary executors of Vera Brittain for her poem ‘The Superfluous
Woman® published in Verses of a VAD; Coopers Square Press for extracts
from With the Armies of the Tsar: A Nurse at the Russian Front in War and
Revolution 1914-1918 by Florence Farmborough; HMSO for the table on
‘Wartime birth rates for Great Britain® published in the Annual Report of
the Registrar General for England and Wales, for Scotland, for Ireland and
for Northern Ireland © Crown Copyright; and Presses Universitaires de
France for the table on wartime birth rates in France published in La
Population de la France Pendant la Guerre by Michel Huber © Presses
Universitaires de France.

In some cases we have been unable to trace the owners of copyright
material and we would appreciate any information that would enable us to
do so.



This chronology of the First World War highlights events of special
significance to women.

1914

28 June Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand and his wife, Sophia, in
Sarajevo by Serb nationalist Gavrilo Princip.

5 July 5,000 French women demonstrate in Paris for women’s suffrage.

28 July Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia.

31 July French Socialist leader Jean Jaurés is assassinated.

1 August Germany declares war on Russia.

3 August Germany declares war on France, and sends troops through
Belgium.
[taly declares its neutrality.

4 August Britain declares war on Germany.
Millicent Fawcett, leader of the NUWSS, and others address a
women’s peace meeting in London.

5 August Clara Zetkin, a German socialist feminist, calls for proletarian
women to resist war.

6 August Austria-Hungary declares war on Russia.
Serbia declares war on Germany.

8 August Britain passes the Defence of the Realm Act (DORA), which is
revised throughout the war, and initiates censorship.

10 August Britain and France declare war on Austria-Hungary.
Suffragettes imprisoned in Britain are offered an amnesty.

11 August Austria-Hungary invades Serbia.

30 August First bombing of Paris by German aeroplanes.

5-12 September First Battle of the Marne ends the German advance and starts
trench warfare.

Late September Women’s Volunteer Reserve and Women’s Defence Relief Corps
are set up in Britain.

30 October International Women for Peace mass meeting in New York.
1 November Russia declares war on the Ottoman Empire.
5 November Other Allies declare war on the Ottoman Empire.

21 December German air raid on Dover, Britain.
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1915

7 January

10 January
19 January

1 February

2 February

4 February

18 February

Late February

17 March

25-27 March

22 April
24 April

25 April
28 April-
1 May

May

7 May
19 May
23 May
Late May
10 June

17 July
29 July

4-6 August

First official reports of German violations of human rights in
occupied France are published. They launch a debate over ‘the
children of rape’ in France (which lasts until May).

Founding of the American Women’s Peace Party.
First German Zeppelin raid on Britain.

Endell Street Military Hospital (first to be staffed entirely by
women) opens in London.

British naval blockade of Germany begins.

Germany announces its own blockade of Britain and initiates
submarine warfare to ensure this.

Imprisonment of Rosa Luxemburg for anti-war actions.

Protests in London and Berlin over the rising cost of living and
food shortages respectively.

War Service Register for British women opens, after the
government and unions reach an agreement to employ women in
munitions factories.

Clara Zetkin organises an anti-war conference of socialist women
in Berne, Switzerland.

Gas is used for the first time by Germany on the Western Front.
Genocidal attacks on the Ottoman Empire’s Armenian
population begin.

British and Australian forces land at Gallipoli.

The Women’s International Peace Conference meets at The
Hague, with no French women attending - the largest French
women’s organisations instead issue their own address to women
of neutral nations. The Hague Conference does create an
International Women’s Committee for a Permanent Peace which
later becomes the Women’s International League for Peace and
Freedom.

Bryce Report, an investigation into alleged German atrocities in
Belgium, is issued in Great Britain.

Lusitania, a British ocean liner, is sunk by German submarines.
British Coalition government is formed.

Iraly declares war on Austria-Hungary.

More demonstrations by women in Berlin and Trieste.

French minimum wage law now applies to women in the clothing
trade working at home.

Women’s ‘Right to Serve’ march takes place in London.

Clara Zetkin is arrested for treason for distributing a manifesto
emerging from the Berne Conference.

More Zeppelin raids on British towns.
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August
August
5-8 September

2 October
12 October

14 October
23 October

1916
27 January

29-31 January
21 February

March
22 April

24 April-1 May
29 June
1 July

27 August

15 September
3 October

2 November
27 November
1 December

5 December

7 December

1917
8 January
10 January

Military Service Law in Germany requires all men and women
between the ages of 15 and 25 to register for war service.

National Register for men and women between the ages of 16
and 65 is set up in Great Britain.

Socialist Conference in Zimmerwald is divided between support
for peace and advocacy of class warfare.

Louise Saumoneau, French socialist feminist, is arrested.

Germany executes British nurse Edith Cavell for aiding the escape

of Allied soldiers from Belgium.
Bulgaria enters the war.

More demonstrations by German women protesting against high
prices.

Conscription is introduced in Britain (except for Ireland) with the

First Military Service Bill.
German Zeppelins raid Paris and parts of England.

Battle of Verdun begins (very heavy French and German
casualties, lasts until December).

Women’s National Land Service Corps is created in Britain.

Deportations of young women in occupied France for forced
labour begins.

Easter Rising in Ireland.
First strike by French women munitions workers.

Start of the Battle of the Somme (produces very high casualties
and lasts until November).

Romania enters the war on the Allied side.

Introduction of tank warfare by Britain on the Western Front.
Deportations of Belgians for forced labour begin.

Women’s anti-war demonstration in Dresden.

Greece declares war on Germany.

Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps is created in Britain.

Auxiliary Service Law is enacted in Germany and compels war
work of all German men aged between 17 and 60.

British Prime Minister Asquith is replaced by Lloyd George.

Strikes by women workers in Paris and Leeds.

US Women'’s Suffrage advocates picket the White House.
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23 January

31 January
February

4 February
March

3 March

8 March

16 March
April

1 April

6 April
16 April

12 May
21 May

13 June

25 June

31 June
August

2 August

14 September

20 September
15 October
24 October

7 November

16 November
18 November
29 November
15 December

Coal rationing begins in France; there are demonstrations in Paris
over coal shortages.

Germany declares no restrictions on its submarine warfare.

Demonstrations continue in Germany over the cost of, and access
to, food.
Loi Violette authorises French women to serve as guardians.

Strikes in Petrograd on the anniversary of 1905 Bloody Sunday.
Wave of strikes hits France.
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps enrolls its first members.

The ‘February’ Revolution begins in Russia after women strike
and participate in food riots in conjunction with mutinying
soldiers.

Tsar Nicholas II abdicates.

More demonstrations against the war and its costs in Germany.
Women demonstrate in Petrograd for the right to vote.

The United States of America enters the war.

Start of French offensive along the Chemin des Dames, and of the
resulting mutinies.

Start of more strikes in France, especially of women workers; also
mutinies in the French army continue until June.

Maria Botchkareva launches the first Russian Women’s Battalion
of Death.

Daylight air raids in London do extensive damage.

First American Expeditionary Forces reach France.

Start of the Battle of Passchendaele.

Riots by women in Turin, Italy.

Russian Provisional Government passes universal adult suffrage.

Canada passes legislation enfranchising women who are close
relatives of men serving in the military.

Canadian women performing war service are enfranchised.
Mata Hari, alleged German spy, is executed in France.
Battle of Caporetto.

Second phase of the Russian Revolution leads to the Bolshevik
takeover of government with the ‘October Revolution’.

Clemenceau assumes the position of Prime Minister of France.
Arrest of Héléne Brion for treason.
Women’s Royal Naval Service is created in Britain.

Armistice between Russia and Germany takes Russia out of the
war.
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1918

January Strikes by German workers protesting about food shortages halt
the munitions industry; similar strikes occur this month in Vienna
and Budapest.

6 February Representation of the People Act passes through the British
Parliament, enfranchising most women over the age of 30.

25 February In Britain, rationing of meat and fats begins.

3 March Treaty of Brest-Litovsk recognises independent states and cedes
Russian imperial territory to Germany.

21 March German offensive on the Somme begins.

23 March Long-range German cannons bombard Paris.

29 March Trial of Héléne Brion concludes with a guilty verdict of ‘treason’
and a suspended sentence.

1 April Women’s Royal Air Force is created in Britain.

2 April First US troops engage in battle on the Western Front.

9 April Britain’s Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps is renamed Queen
Mary’s Army Auxiliary Corps.

29 April American women arrive in France to serve in the US Signal
Corps.

May More strikes in France protesting against the war.

1 May Bombing of the British hospital at Etaples.

19 May Bombing of the Canadian hospital at Etaples kills nurses.

29-30 May Bombing of hospitals at Abbeville and Etaples - WAACs and
nurses are among the dead.

27 June Hospital ship is sunk and life boats are attacked - the dead
include 14 Canadian nurses.

15 July Second Battle of the Marne.

27 July A Women’s Signal Corps is created in Germany.

8 August Passage of Maternity and Child Welfare Act in Britain.

29 September

Bulgaria signs an armistice with the Allies.

29 October German naval mutiny begins at Kiel.
30 October Ottoman Empire signs an armistice with the Allies.
November French women workers are ‘demobilised’.

3 November
8 November

9 November

11 November

December

Austria-Hungary signs an armistice with the Allies.
Insurrection in Munich — workers declare a Republic.

Abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II; Social Democrats assume
control of the government amid strikes and unrest.

Germany signs an armistice with the Allies.
Demobilisation of the British army begins.
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1919

15 January
18 January
10 February

February—-May

12-20 May
28 June

12 July

28 November
23 December

1920
31 July

11 November

Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht are murdered.
Paris Peace Conference begins.

Conference of Allied Women convenes for the duration of the
Peace Conference.

Debates over the vote for women begin in France. It will be
passed by the lower house but is delayed and then voted down in
the Senate in November 1922.

Women’s International Peace Congress in Zurich.

Treaty of Versailles is signed.

Blockade of Germany is shut down.

Nancy Astor becomes the first woman Member of Parliament.

British Sex Disqualification Removal Act allows women to enter
trades and professions.

Enactment of a law to repress abortion and outlaw advertising
for contraception in France.

Unveiling of the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior in London and
of the Unknown Soldier in France.
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