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Foreword

This book documents a rare incident in international space law making: that
academic efforts can actually have a direct impact on the decisions taken by
the diplomats and state representatives. This happened at the 2015 session of
the uncoruOs Legal Subcommittee, when a new agenda item on ‘Exchange
of views on the application of international law on small satellite activities’
was established for the 2016 session. The adoption of this new agenda item did
not happen by chance. It emerged from the Workshop organised by the Law
Faculty of the University of Vienna and an 11sL/EcsL Symposium. Both events,
having dealt with the theme, took place during the 2014 session of the Legal
Subcommittee and fed directly into the decision taken in 2015 to establish an
agenda item on legal aspects of small satellites activities in 2016. In addition to
that effect, the two activities also led to the request addressed to the Secretariat
of the Legal Subcommittee to prepare a handout on ‘Guidance on Space Object
Registration and Frequency Management for Small and Very Small Satellites),
which was published before the 2015 session.

I do not go too farin saying that decisive cornerstones for both the Secretariat
handout and the setting of the new agenda item have been laid through the
Workshop lead by Irmgard Marboe for which the proceedings are presented in
this book. Through sound academic analysis and an open and constructive
dialogue with the delegations participating in the Workshop, it was achieved
what is so often missing: the joint search for substantive approaches and solu-
tions based on an objective and reasoned academic groundwork. The
University of Vienna has proven to be an exceptional platform for achieving
exactly this. And, it should be said also with some reassurance, the way the
Legal Subcommittee was open to this approach and was extremely quick
in deciding on a new agenda item demonstrated that this forum is not the
body leading long-lasting and fruitless discussions, but that it can be quick
and smart.

The Workshop was not only instrumental in setting the agenda item on legal
aspects of small satellite activities. Through these proceedings, it will also be
instrumental in preparing the deliberations under the agenda item. Delegations
will find all relevant issues assembled in this volume ranging from authorisa-
tion over frequency management to debris mitigation and all dimensions of
small satellite activities from university CubeSats to mega-constellations of
thousands of satellites, for which plans are currently mushrooming. Backed
with the most valuable insights provided by this book, the Legal Subcommittee
can enter into promising debates on the issue of legal aspects of small satellite
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activities and the whole community interested in this field will find here an
excellent source of up-to-date information and analysis.

Kai-Uwe Schrogl
Chair Legal Subcommittee 20142016
United Nations Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space



Preface

On behalf of the International Institute of Space Law (11sL) and the European
Centre for Space Law (EcsL) we warmly welcome this publication edited by
Irmgard Marboe of the University of Vienna. The book contains papers by rep-
resentatives from academia, industry, government, and international organ-
isations, which ensures a broad view of all aspects of the topic of small
satellites. This topic is widely recognised as presenting promises as well as
challenges in various domains, including their legal and regulatory aspects.

That is the reason why, during the 2014 session of the uNcoruos Legal
Subcommittee, two events were organised for the delegates of the
Subcommittee. First, on 24 March, the opening day of the session, the tradi-
tional annual symposium organised by 11sL and EcsL addressed ‘Regulatory
needs for very small satellites’ Second, the University of Vienna hosted a confer-
ence at its premises on 29 March, addressing ‘Small Satellites: Chances and
Challenges'’. This book contains the papers presented during the latter event.

We are proud that two concrete results of these events in 2014 can be high-
lighted. Firstly, a new single issue/item for discussion was agreed to be included on
the agenda of the fifty-fifth session of the Legal Subcommittee, entitled ‘General
exchange of views on the application of international law to small satellite activi-
ties. Secondly, aninformation handout titled ‘Guidance on Space Object Registration
and Frequency Management for Small and Very Small Satellite, addressing issues
related to registration, authorisation, debris mitigation, and frequency manage-
ment with respect to small and very small satellites was jointly developed by the
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOsA) and the International
Telecommunication Union (1TU) and published on the website of UNOOSA.

These results show that the joint efforts of space law associations such as
11sL and EcsL and academic institutions such as the University of Vienna can
play a meaningful role in the further development of the law of outer space for
the benefit of humankind.

This book contains a wealth of information for all those interested in the subject
of small satellites. It will serve as a very rich and up-to-date source for students,
practitioners, academics, engineers, and scientists. Not in the least, we are con-
vinced that this book will be able to assist the delegates of the Legal Subcommittee
in finding ways to realise the promises of small satellites, while ensuring that the
challenges they present are addressed in an efficient and effective manner.

Tanja Masson-Zwaan
President, 11SL

Sergio Marchisio
President, ECSL
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