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PREFACE ®

The Unlocking the Law series is an entirely new style of undergraduate law textbooks. Many
student texts are very prose dense and have little in the way of interactive materials to help a
student feel his or her way through the course of study on a given module.

The purpose of this series, then, is to try to make learning each subject area more accessible by

focusing on actual learning needs, and by providing a range of different supporting materials and
features.

All topic areas are broken up into ‘bite size’ sections with a logical progression and extensive use of
headings and numerous sub-headings. Each book in the series will also contain a variety of charts,
diagrams and key fact summaries to reinforce the information in the body of the text. Diagrams
and flow charts are particularly useful because they can provide a quick and easy understanding of
the key points, especially when revising for examinations. Key facts charts not only provide a quick
visual guide through the subject but are useful for revision purposes also.

The books have a number of common features in the layout. Important cases are separated out for
easy access and have full citation in the text as well as the table of cases for ease of reference. The
emphasis of the series is on depth of understanding much more than breadth. For this reason each
text also includes key extracts from judgments where appropriate. Extracts from academic
comment from journal articles and leading texts are also included to give some insight into the

academic debate on complex or controversial areas. In both cases these are indented to make them
clear from the body of the text.

Finally, the books also include much formative ‘self-testing’, with a variety of activities ranging
through subject specific comprehension, application of the law, and a range of other activities to
help the student gain a good idea of his or her progress in the course.

Symbols used in this series:

Thusisasmallemactfmmawmem :  cas
the case may be identified immediately aboy

This is a section from an Act.

This is an Article of the EC Treaty or of the European Convention on Human Rights.



PREFACE U

e

This is a clause from the Draft Criminal Code.

Where a paragraph is indented, this is an extract from an academic source such as
an article or a leading textbook.

Note also that all incidental references to ‘he’, *him’, his, etc are intended to be gender neutral.

Contract law is actually a very relevant and useful area of law. We are all constantly forming
different contractual relationships even though we might not think about them in that manner. An
understanding of the basic rules of contract in any case is essential for a full of understanding of
other areas such as commercial law and employment law. Since contract law is also in the main a

common law area, much of this book is devoted to cases and case notes, and these are separated
out in the text for easy reference.

The book is designed to cover all of the main topic areas on undergraduate, degree equivalent and
professional contract syllabuses and help provide a full understanding of each.

[ hope that you will gain as much enjoyment in reading about the contract law, and testing your
understanding with the various activities in the book, as I have had in writing it, and that you gain
much enjoyment and interest from your study of the law.

The law is stated as [ believe it to be on 31st March 2007.
Chris Turner
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