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Preface

The International Conference on Unsaturated Soils (UNSAT) is the premier event on the mechanics
of unsaturated soils, and was established in 1995 to promote research in this rapidly evolving area of
mechanics, and serve as a forum to discuss the latest findings and exchange new ideas. The first in the
series of International UNSAT conferences was held in Paris (France) in 1995 and the subsequent confer-
ences were held in Beijing (China) — 1998, Recife (Brazil) — 2002, Carefree, Arizona (USA) — 2006 and
Barcelona (Spain) — 2010. The 6th International UNSAT is held in Sydney Australia from 24 July 2014.

The Conference Publications consist of the printed proceedings of the full length papers. The proceed-
ings contain the papers of three Plenary Lectures, and nine Semi-plenary Lectures. All papers received
were peer reviewed prior to acceptance and publication in the proceedings of the conference. The editors
wish to acknowledge the help of the local and international experts in reviewing and maintaining a
high standard of the assessment of papers and the co-operation of the authors in complying with the
requirement of the editors and the reviewers. We also wish to thank the members of the Local Organising
Committee, International Liaison committee and the International Scientific Committee in supporting
the conference.

Furthermore, we acknowledge the financial support received from The University of New South Wales,
and the Centre for Infrastructure and Safety (CIES).

N. Khalili
A.R. Russell
A. Khoshghalb
2 July 2014
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Obituary

In honour of Professor Geoffrey E. Blight (1934-2013)

Unsaturated Soils: Research and Applications is published in honour of Professor Geoffrey E. Blight
(1934-2013).

In November 2013, the geotechnical engineering community lost an outstanding scientist and educator,
Professor Geoffrey E. Blight, who passed away from cancer. He carried out some of the earliest research
on the mechanics of unsaturated soils in the early 1960s and provided data that is still being used by
new generations of researchers of unsaturated soil behaviour. His last contribution was a book entitled
“Unsaturated Soil Mechanics in Geotechnical Practice” published by CRC Press/Balkema in 2013.
The organising committee of the conference dedicates these proceedings to Geoffrey E. Blight for his
invaluable contributions to the field of unsaturated soil mechanics.
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