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It is surprising that, other than Hugh McKnight's The
Shell Book of Inland Waterways, there have been very few
complete works describing the canals of Britain. Adding
to this surprise is that Hugh first published his book in
the 1975 and it has not been updated since the 1980s.

Considering so many narrowboaters have navigated
the complete canal system, it is nothing short of amazing
that this new, highly informative work, is the result
of ‘paddling’ the waterways by kayak. As one of those
who has, by narrowboat, navigated just about all the
inland waterways and made some 2,000 miles of coastal
connections from and to rivers and canals, I have only
the utmost admiration for Stuart Fisher who, before
writing the Canals of Britain, authored another equally
informative production after paddling the entire coastline
of Britain! THAT IS an experienced canoeist!

Stuart’s expertise as a ‘paddler’ is matched by his
writing talent. If you are looking for an informative
reference to British waterways here it is. It even includes
landlocked waterways we narrowboaters cannot get to or,
in many cases, could not navigate on if we could, except
perhaps with the ship’s dinghy!

Chris Coburn MBE
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Introduction

We are fortunate to have, in this country, a canal network
like no other in the world. It was the first commercial
canal system, leading the way for the Industrial Revolution,
but has remained largely as built. The canals are mostly
small and intimate. Restoration in recent years, supported
by lottery and other funding, has outstripped the pace of
construction even during the Canal Mania years.

Overseas, where canals have been enlarged to take
modern commercial craft, you can look at the distant bank
and wonder whether you will be run down by something
the size of an office block or a multi-storey carpark,
complete with cars. In this country the biggest risk is
running aground and you could usually wade through the
mud to either bank. It is a safe environment with limited
scope for getting into serious trouble. For the walker and
cyclist, canals provide routes which are mostly flat. As far
as possible, descriptions are given downhill and with the
flow for those who have a choice of direction.

We have canals with scenery which changes frequently,
open countryside, wildlife, heritage industrial buildings,
canalside public houses, modern city centres, wild
moorland and coastal harbours, all mixed up. Anywhere on
the system fantastic engineering structures can be found.

Sixty canals are described, all but the shortest ones. I
have excluded the river navigations, by which many people
mean joined up waters deep enough to take at least a
narrowboat. However, for those with suitable boats there
are 65,000km of navigable river in England and Wales
alone, scope for a whole library of books. Not all the canals
described in this book are linked to the rest of the system
and not all are physically passable for many boats or have
towpaths you can or may use. You may need a spirit of
adventure, like the earlier recreational boaters.

[ have been fortunate enough to have travelled all the
canals in this book with a kayak. That is not to say that I
was always in it. A 7km portage through Failsworth and
Miles Platting on the Rochdale Canal, before the concrete
cap was removed during restoration, was memorable for
the wrong reasons. Some of the canals I have also travelled
by narrowboat, by bike or on foot, including a happier run
down the Rochdale after restoration.

Who uses the canals? If you look at canal magazines you
will see smiling couples or families busy in the summer
sunshine. In practice, you may find the picture rather
different. Often the canals are deserted, except for wildlife
that finds the canals an ideal environment, without needing
all humans and boats to be banned. My unscientific survey
suggests that cyclists might be the commonest humans,
followed by dog walkers. Joggers, local walkers, ramblers
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and boaters are less frequent users, even though it is boaters
who are asked to foot the licence bill.

The sun isn’t always shining, either. Rain, graffiti and
barbed wire are a few of the less attractive elements that
appear in the photos, hopefully presenting an honest
balance of what will be met around the system.

The intention is that the book should be engaging to
all who travel the canals. I do not usually give navigation
instructions, depths and headrooms, portage routes or
what to do when the towpath runs out. If the present
state of a canal is such that it is limited to one kind of user,
usually someone able to undertake portages, I may refer
to that category of user, otherwise I talk more generally.
I draw attention to features near the canal, especially in
heritage cities such as Bath and Chester, because most canal
travellers will not want to pass through without stopping.

I raise a couple of concerns for purists. There may
be some who take issue with the use of metric units.
Metrication was supposed to have been completed in
1965. It is the system which was taught in school to most
people still below retirement age. Canals are not just for
an ageing population. (One canal society moved to new
premises for lectures partly because increasing numbers
of members could not manage the stairs at the previous
venue.) We need to attract young users. Ah, you protest,
the canals were built to imperial units. If this was a book
about the pyramids, would you expect me to give all the
measurements in cubits and spans?

I make one concession, small value coinage. This has
no more sense of its contemporary value in post decimal
figures than if left in shillings and pence.

The other confession is that I have often referred to
bridges by the numbers of the roads they are carrying.
Canal company bridge numbers (or even just names) are
less accessible to those without detailed canal maps.

If something is shown on a map it is within 4km of the
featured canal. On the canal or towpath you are going to
need the listed OS 1:50,000 maps or something comparable
to support your spirit of adventure.

This book has been developed from a series of guides
first published in Canoeist. Revisiting canals, it is surprising
how much additional greenery there is, often meaning that
old pictures could not be retaken from previous positions.
At the same time, much canalside grass is now kept much
tidier than in the past. The canals are changing constantly.
You may find things which have changed since the book
went to print or, heaven forbid, actual errors. If so, feel free
to protest and slap my wrists at mail@canoeist.co.uk or via
Adlard Coles Nautical. Stuart Fisher

Favourite canal experience of 2016

Encountering skipper Nick Walker playing the tune to
the hymn Alleluia, sing to Jesus using the Clyde Puffer
Vie 32°s whistles, halfway up Neptune’s Staircase on the
Caledonian Canal. This is believed to be the only steam
ship in the UK with a permanently-fitted calliope, a full
octave of whistles.




Birmingham’s
oldest canal

1 Birmingham Canal Navigations,
Old Main Loop Line

Now Oldbury’s a filthy place —

No trees, no leafy glades —

But you should see Sam’s smiling face,
As he’s locking down the Brades.

Jim Stringfellow

Of Britain’s operational canals, only the Fossdyke and the
Bridgewater predate the Birmingham. The Birmingham
Canal Company were authorized to build their line
in 1768 and it was opened as far as Wednesbury as a
contour canal by Brindley the following year, picking up
many industrial premises in what Thomas Carlyle called
‘iron Birmingham’ in The French Revolution. The whole
36km was completed in 1772. Because of the minerals
and industry it was immediately highly successful. In
1790 the Smethwick summit was lowered from the
150m level to the 144m Wolverhampton level with the
removal of three locks on each side, saving time and
reducing water supply problems.

Several loops of the old line have been cut off or filled
in but the section between Tipton and Smethwick
remains, a contour canal with more features of interest
than the more efticient New Main Line.

The old line divides from the new at Tipton Factory
Junction, just a stone’s throw from the top lock on the
New Main Line. With a westerly wind there is the acrid
smell from nearby metalworking industries. At this end
the water is not too bad but the quality deteriorates
towards Birmingham.

The Malthouse Stables have been restored as an
outdoor activity centre.

Tipton Green has been pleasantly landscaped to
make the most of the canal, with assorted new housing
standing around the Fountain Inn. This was formerly
the home of 19th century canalman and prize fighter
William Perry, the Tipton Slasher, whose statue stands on
the green.

The Tipton Green Canal used to lead from Tipton
Green Junction. From Tipton Junction there is a spur,
the Dudley Canal No 1 Line, which leads to the Black
Country Living Museum and the Dudley Tunnel.

Housing, with gardens behind greater reedmace, gives
way to old brick factories. The view opens out at Burnt
Tree. The Silurian limestone ridge behind is topped by a
couple of masts on Darby’s Hill. The canal is wider here
as it approaches Dudley Port.

The canal crosses the Netherton Tunnel Branch Canal
on an aqueduct and it is worth looking over the parapet

The Malthouse Stables centre at Tipton Factory Junction. Only
the two storey part is original.

6

The Gower Branch Canal drops away from Brades Hall
Junction through the Brades Locks.

at the imposing cutting leading to the mouth of this 3km
long tunnel.

At Brades Hall Junction there are two arches on the
left, the first abandoned but the second leading past an
ivy-covered wall to the first of the Brades Locks on the
Gower Branch Canal. This drops down as a midway
connection to the New Main Line. Once again it is an
area of industry. Factories vent acrid gases over the canal
as oil begins to appear on the surface but this doesn’t
last for long. The former Oldbury Loop to the north has
been lost.

The character of the canal changes sharply at
Oldbury as the M5 is in close proximity to the canal for
the next 2km, mostly overhead. As with the River Tame
in Birmingham, an elevated route over a waterway has
proved to be the most acceptable line for a motorway to
be squeezed through the city.

This does not indicate any lessening in canal
complexity, however. North Junction and South Junction
of the closed Oldbury Loop Line are still visible and
the Houghton Branch Canal leads away under the
motorway. Once under what can be a useful canopy for
a rainy day, Oldbury Locks Junction accepts the Titford
Canal which descends through six locks from the Crow,
a feeder from Rotton Park Reservoir.

The concrete jungle intensifies as the A457 passes

Contrasting scales of bridge; a footbridge and the M5 viaduct.



Smethwick New Pumping Station. The New Main Line is in
the deeper cut which lies to the right.

between canal and motorway and the canal comes out
into the open air for a breather. At one point there is a
traditional brick-arched bridge over the canal, noticeably
out of place among all the vast concrete columns and
walls. The complexity reaches its zenith. The M5 passes
over the main railway line, which passes over the OIld
Main Loop Line, which passes over the New Main Line
on the Steward Aqueduct. The aqueduct would probably
have been more of an honour to Birmingham Canal
Navigations committee member Stewart if the name
had been spelled correctly. Telfords 2.1m iron-trough
aqueduct of 1826-8 is now a listed structure.

Spon Lane Wharf and Junction are now beneath
the motorway. Spon Lane Locks Branch provides a
connection down to the New Main Line through Spon
Lane Locks, the remaining bottom three from the six
that descended from the original summit. These three
locks are probably the oldest working locks in Britain.
Top Lock has a split cantilevered bridge to pass ropes
through without unhitching towing horses.

The cutting between Sandwell and Smethwick
has one of Britain’s greatest concentrations of canal
architecture.

Chance’s glassworks were on the right, founded
in 1824 and including a number of listed buildings.
They pioneered sheet glass, were the leading producers
of optical glass for lighthouses after 1838 and made
the glass for the Crystal Palace in 1851, going on to
manufacture microscope lenses, rangefinders, telescopes
and searchlights. They are now in Malvern.

Looking back on the left side the prominent feature
is the listed small timber belltower of 1847 on the
seven-storey oftices of Archibald Kenrick & Sons, who
have made ironmongery since 1791. George Salter,
manufacturers of such things as spring balances, weighing
equipment and steam locomotive safety valves, sited their
foundry beside Top Lock.

The motorway was built in 1969 but suffered badly
from chloride attack by road de-icing salts to the extent
that late in 1991 a start was made on replacing complete
crosshead beams. A 33m x 1.7m x 1.1m beam was
the first to be removed and replaced as the entire six
lanes of motorway plus hard shoulders were jacked up,
the first time this operation had been undertaken in
Britain. Further crossheads followed although there was
considerable delay when deck movements were found to
be four times greater than anticipated.

Eventually the M5 turns away as the canal enters a
deep cutting below the original summit, lined with
bulrushes. Notable on the left bank were colliery loading
chutes, built about 1930. These were fed by a narrow
tramway from the Sandwell Park and Jubilee collieries,
later replaced by conveyors. While boats were being
loaded, boatmen and horses were able to shelter in a
brick building, the ruins of which still stand on the
opposite bank.The chutes were dismantled in 2006.

A scheduled ancient monument, Summit Bridge of
1791 is a great brick arch with an unusual sloping
parapet wall. Concentric arches reduce towards Galton
Tunnel, which has a towpath and passes under the A4168
Telford Way. Samuel Galton was a Birmingham Canal

Smethwick Lock, formerly duplicated. The chamber on the left
side has been filled in.

Committee member, self~educated in the sciences and
the owner of a gun foundry. Galton House was built
on the right before the tunnel, its gardens continuing
beyond.

On the left side is a marshy bank with a flight of steps
leading up to the Night Inn. Tiers on the south side
beyond the New Main Line support the railway line, the
A457 with some very gaudily painted buildings and then
a slim church spire.

Smethwick New Pumping Station of 1892 had two
steam engines to pump water from the New Main Line
to the Old Main Loop Line to replace water lost by
boats locking down at Spon Lane and Smethwick. Built
to supersede the Smethwick Engine, it ceased operation
in the 1920s although a diesel engine was installed
for fire fighting during the Second World War. It is a
restored listed building used as the Galton Valley Canal
Heritage Centre.

Smethwick Brasshouse of 1790, later the District Iron
& Steelworks, had its own canal wharf at Brasshouse
Lane. The top three locks and the existing summit were
discarded by Smeaton in 1790 and the present level used.

The Engine Arm was a feeder to the summit level
from Rotton Park Reservoir via the Boulton & Wiatt
engine which operated for 120 years. It leads across
Telford’s magnificent Grade II* Engine Arm Aqueduct
of 1825. The Old Main Loop Line towpath is taken
over the Engine Arm Canal on a brick footbridge with
indented honeycomb stone quoins.

The three locks down to the lower level are the
bottom ones of the original six, all listed structures. In
1789 Smeaton duplicated these three locks. Brindley’s
originals were filled in during the 1960s. There was a
Toll House between the upper pair. The layout of Pope’s
Bridge, carrying Bridge Street, shows the alignment of
the two lock flights.

The two main lines meet at Smethwick Junction,
Soho, notable features being two cast-iron footbridges
installed in 1828 after being prefabricated at the
Horseley Ironworks in Tipton. Once again these are
listed structures. Their semi elliptical shape gives an
advantage over segmental curves by allowing greater
headroom for horses passing below.
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2 Birmingham Canal Navigations,

At Wolverhampton town we then
Telford gets

straight to
business

Unload and turn her round again.
This trip will earn us five pounds ten
For a working boatie man.

Graeme Meek

The International Convention Centre at Brindleyplace.

8

New Main Line

The major improvement to the Old Main Line came
between 1825 and 1838 when Telford engineered the
New Main Line between Deepfields and Birmingham.
He introduced bold cuttings and embankments,
producing extra water space to ease traffic congestion
and shortening the route by 11km at the lower 138m
Birmingham level.

Possibly because Birmingham is the only major city
not located on a large river, it has had to rely on its
manmade waterways, having more canals than Venice.
The whole canal network spreads out from Birmingham
and it is to the Birmingham Canal Navigations that
many loose ends connect. It is, therefore, intensely
complex, completely built-up and often industrial. Its
past commercial influence is declining but still enough
to reduce its attraction as a cruising waterway, resulting
in lighter traffic.

The canal starts from Gas Street Basin at the end of
the Worcester & Birmingham Canal in the centre of
Birmingham. The Tap & Spile precedes Broad Street
Bridge, a vast tunnel with 4t least two increases in cross
section along its short length and buildings on top. Much
of the New Main Line has twin footpaths, partly because
of the complexity of the system and partly to reduce
congestion.

The Pitcher & Piano and the Handmade Burger
Company are among the amenities at the much restored
Brindleyplace opposite the International Convention
Centre and Symphony Hall, a former working
environment where business suits are more at home
these days.

Much of the blue brickwork on towpath bridges has
been renovated to convert the towpaths to attractive
canalside walks, now fully surfaced with brickwork.

Old Turn Junction is at the start of the Birmingham &
Fazeley Canal, opposite Sherborne Wharf on the Oozells
Street Loop. Three of the four corners of the junction
are occupied by the Malt House hostelry (as visited
by Bill Clinton), the National Sea Life Centre and the
Barclaycard Arena. The island was a wartime measure
to make it easier to close off the canal in the event of a
breach.

Further west are modern residential buildings. Three
loops show where the contour canal used to run before
being straightened, Oozells Street Loop, Icknield Port
Loop via Rotton Park and Soho Loop which winds
its way past Birmingham Prison at Winson Green. The
Soho Loop rejoins at Winson Green Junction, the first of
several toll islands on the canal. Opposite are the remains
of the Cape Arm loop, rejoining opposite the start of the
former Soho Foundry Loop. By this stage it has already
been joined by the West Coast Main Line, remaining
in close proximity for most of the distance. Another
arrival which is a feature of this part of the canal system
is the presence of purple lupins growing wild on the
embankments. Even less expected in 1976 was ball
lightning which struck a woman in a local house, causing
minor injury.

Bridges over side arms have low lattice parapets,
manufactured in the local Horseley works. Metal
products factories are a constant feature of the canal with
their attendant odours. The ghost of a boat family nurse
has been seen on the towpath at Black Patch Park as an
elderly woman in a red cape.

At Smethwick the Old Main Line diverges to the
right, rising through three locks from the Birmingham
Level to the Wolverhampton Level. A feeder, Engine



Branch, crosses the New Main Line on Telford
Aqueduct. It is a magnificent cast-iron structure, highly
decorated, its dark brown paintwork highlighted with
red and white detailing. The feeder name came from the
Boulton & Watt steam pumping engine which fed the
Birmingham Canal Navigations summit level for 120
years.

The New Main Line turns into its boldest cutting at
Sandwell. Earthworks here were some of the greatest
in the world when undertaken. On the north bank is
Galton Valley Canal Heritage Centre. There was formerly
a view straight down the 21m deep cutting to Telford’s
elegant Galton Bridge. A fitting end to the straight cut, it
has a 46m span, the world’s longest canal span when built
in 1829, and is 23m high. In 1974 this changed with the
construction of a 112m long tunnel next to it with an
embankment over the top to carry the A4168. Galton
Tunnel has a towpath. With a railway bridge just beyond,
Galton Bridge can no longer be seen at its best from
either direction.

Again, a long straight leads under another interesting
group of bridges. A brick road bridge has been widened
with a concrete arch which provides a striking facade.
The Old Main Line crosses to the higher ground on
the south on the Steward Aqueduct. The M5 viaduct is
supported on uncompromising nodes in the centre of
the canal.

A slip road drops through the three Spon Lane Locks
to join the New Main Line at Bromford Junction.

Pudding Green Junction leads off northwards to the
Walsall Canal in an area of small but bustling works.
By now the New Main Line is on a dead straight 4km
run through to Tipton. At Albion Junction the Gower
Branch, with its deep locks, connects with the Old Main
Line.

The New Main Line now runs onto an embankment,
and the only extensive views of the route are to be seen
in the form of the hills around Dudley.

From Dudley Port Junction the Netherton Tunnel
Branch runs parallel to the Gower Branch and, in the
distance, it can be seen passing under the Old Main
Line and up to the mouth of Netherton
Tunnel, the largest cross section canal tunnel
in the country.

Residential properties close in on the
south side of the canal. A canal cottage sits
on top of the embankment near a couple
of aqueducts. The Ryland Aqueduct of
1968 clears the A461 with a single 24m
concrete span.

Two branches which have been
lost from the north side here were
Dixon’s Branch and the Toll End
Communication, which linked with the
Walsall Canal, opposite the former Tipton Green
Canal. A thrust bored box tunnel on the B4517 at
Tipton station replaced one of the last level crossings

Smethwick Junction with the Old Main Loop Line leaving to
the right.
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Old Tirrn_Junction with the Birmingham & Fazeley Canal
leaving to the right under the iron bridge between the Malt
House and the Barclaycard Arena.

The New Main Line crosses the picture while the Oozells Steet
Loop is ahead with Sherborne Wharf next to a National Sea
Life Centre.

on the West Coast Maine Line in 2009 by
Caggy’s Boatyard.

Beyond the Noah’s Ark the three Factory
Locks bring the New Main Line up
to rejoin the Old Main Line at Tipton
Factory Junction. Noteworthy are a split
bridge over the bottom lock, a boatman’s
chapel now converted into a factory,
a large warchouse and a Birmingham Canal
Navigations cast-iron boundary post. The Factory

Bridge of 1825 has now been removed to the

Black Country Living Museum in Dudley.

The Staffordshire Thick Coal seam was
15m thick here and near the surface.

Bloomtfield Junction formerly took

the Ocker Hill Branch away to

connect with the head of the

Tame Valley Canal. What was
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the Old Main Line
still remains in part as the
Wednesbury Oak Loop.
The 329m Coseley Tunnel has twin
towpaths with visible white handrails.
At Deepfields Junction the Wednesbury



riking widened
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Coseley Tunnel.

Oak Loop is a remainder of the contour canal, from
which the New Main Line cut 5km on this loop alone.
Contours changed dramatically at Deepfields on one
on when subsidence dropped the canal area 1.2m

in a few hours. A nearby tip has been landscaped but
factories lie in various stages of dereliction. Bilston
Steelworks was, until 1981, the last surviving blast
furnace in the Black Country. These days the area seems
> be used for storing plant. It is not all construction

plant, though. Water plants are joined by increasing

amounts of algae. Yellow iris is also present along the
banks.

’

As the canal edges into Wolverhampton, capital
of the Black Country, the atmosphere deteriorates. In
quick succession come factories of corrugated-iron as
often as of brick. In The Lazy Tour of Tivo Idle Apprentices
Charles Dickens and Wilkie Collins describe Ma
as having a seasoning of Wolverhampton and I
also admires the wonderful Wolverhampton tinware
in A Christmas Tree. Born here in 1683 was Jonathan

road bridge, the Steward Aqueduct carrying the Old Main Line and the M5 bridge.




Birmingham Canal - New Main Line

a viaduct which crosses over a railway bridge as it,
in turn, is crossing the canal with a Pendolino depot
adjacent. The flight drops under Oxley Viaduct
with its skewed navigation arch, this time taking the
Shrewsbury to Wolverhampton line. Beyond the viaduct
the transformation is dramatic. The city is left behind.
Wolverhampton’s horse race course is on the left and
beyond it are only trees and a quiet towpath down
to Aldersley Junction, for the pleasant appearance of
which Friends of the Earth claimed the credit. Although
relatively rural in appearance, the Staffordshire &

Worcestershire Canal has been extremely busy here in Waolverhampton horse
. the past, being only 900m from Autherley Junction at the race course is next to
Repair is an ongoing requirement: a collapsed wall at head of the Shropshire Union Canal. the canal.

Wolverhampton.

Wild, who called himself the Thief-Taker General of
Great Britain and Ireland, moving to London where he
controlled robbing and receiving, the gangs undertaking
these and punishment of their members.

Horseley Fields Junction is the end of the Wyrley &
Essington Canal.

A large tunnel with twin towpaths supports a
multistorey carpark on top. Beyond it is a Canal & River
Trust depot with barge entry doors in the side on what
little remains of a former loop. The basin beyond it is the
jewel of the canal, an attractively laid out garden area
with benches and narrowboats moored at the top of the
21 lock Wolverhampton Flight. The locks carry on for
over 2km right down to Aldersley Junction, with never
more than 300m between them.

The flight begins beside a traditional lock keeper’s
cottage. The former M&B Springfield brewery,
Wolverhampton Civic Incinerator, a landscaped former
railway line and a network of existing railways are
other features. The West Coast Main Line leaves on

Distance

24km from Gas
Street Basin to
Aldersley Junction

Navigation
Authority
Canal & River Trust

Canal Society

Birmingham Canal
Navigations Society
wun. bensociety.co.uk
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A tortuous
line round
the contours
of the
Birmingham
Canal
Navigations’
best scenery

The Wyrley & Essington Canal connected the Birmingham
Canal Navigations’ Main Line at Wolverhampton with
the Coventry Canal at Huddlesford, forming the most
northerly loop of the Birmingham Canal Navigations
and today displaying its most attractive scenery. Almost all
of the remaining part is on one level. The canal follows
a tortuous line around the contours, earning it the
nickname Curly Wyrley, with all the locks positioned on
the numerous branches, which served various coalfields.

The line was constructed to Wyrley in 1795 and
extended to Brownhills.

It leaves the Birmingham Canal Navigations Main

3 Wyrley &
Essington Canal

Line at Horseley Fields Junction. Light traffic on it
means that it is remarkably clear except for the
waterweeds.

The West Coast Main Line crosses immediately and
then the canal goes back a couple of centuries as it passes
a constriction caused by what was once a toll island for
coal barges in the centre of the canal. Tunnels under the
towpath carry former spurs to serve adjacent factories.
The contrasts come spasmodically, a few cottages backing
onto the canal, tower blocks, a plant yard, the blackened
spire at Heath Town and the Jolly Collier.

Wiasteland opens up on the right but the left bank




is in good order with playing fields and grassed areas, a
modern church with striking green roofs and a hospital.
A 10t stainless steel arch reaches over the canal as a
sculpture. The old brick bridge leading up to the hospital
has been repaired very obviously and carries a nameplate,
as do the other bridges on this canal.

Beyond it, by the Nickelodeon, a substantial lattice
bridge, of a pattern to be seen again later, carries the
towpath at Wednesfield Junction across the Bentley Canal
by a large parking area for such interests as Cineworld
and Nando’s. This was abandoned as a through route to
Bentley in 1961 with the buildings of Willenhall having
spread over it in recent years. Wednesfield Junction also
had an island with one of the octagonal tollbooths.

A red sandstone towered church lends dignity to an
area where the Royal Tiger and Spread Eagle public
houses flank the canal, together with a school. This seems
to be a popular exercise area for dogs.

Houses have their gardens backing onto the left bank,

i

A path through the liles at Harden.

often managing to make special features out of their
canalside locations.

Attempts to improve the environment at New Invention
include a picnic table. At Short Heath, the only wooded
area on the whole canal is enfolded in a large sweep as
the route turns northwards.

Gradually, the roar of traffic becomes audible as
the M6, here one of the busiest pieces of road in the
country, pulls alongside and crosses over.

The Sneyd & Wyrley Bank Branch climbs up
from Sneyd Junction towards Great Wyrley but
does not get far before becoming

i M54
derelict.
The main line doubles
back on itself to cut down Essington

the other side of the
valley.
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Bridges carry the towpath over factory feeders near Horseley
Fields Junction.
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Coventry
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Shenstone

Birchills Junction takes

the Walsall Branch Canal
away as the main line turns
north, once again. Ill feeling
and rivalry between companies
prevented the connection from
being made until 1840 when the
Wyrley & Essington Canal and Birmingham Canal
Navigations were amalgamated and came under railway
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