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Dedication
This book is dedicated to all my teachers ( parents and brothers included )
most especially Sri-Srimad -A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada ,
who has brought Indian philosophy of Bhakti Yoga to the modern world;

and to all who seek to study this philosophy.
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Fig. 1. Radharamana—an image of Krishna in minimal summer dress and ornaments.

The image is said to be “self-manifest, ” having appeared in Vrindavan in the late 16th

century.
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Fig. 2. Radha-Gokulananda—images of Radha and Krishna, established in 1973, at
Bhaktivedanta Manor, near London.
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Fig. 3. Radha-Govindadeva—Images of Radha and Krishna in Jaipur ( palace
temple ) , Rajasthan, India, with priest offering arati.
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Fig. 4. Radharamana—same as Fig. 1, but wearing winter dress and ornaments.
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Fig. 5. & 6. Vaishnava sadhus ( ascetic practitioners of Vishnu/Krishna seva) ,
wearing “tilak” markings that indicate their affiliation to two different Vaishnava traditions.
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Fig. 7. Vegetarian food preparations, prepared for ritual offering to Krishna, on the
occasion of Krishna's birthday celebration (Janmastami).
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Fig. 8. Priest waves a fly whisk (chamara) to images of Jagannatha (right), Subhadra
(middle) and Baladeva (left), in Croatia, Europe.
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Preface for Chinese Version

The first time I visited China was more than twenty-five years
ago. I remember seeing the streets of Guangzhou filled with countless
bicyclers. Now, a few years later, the bicycles have been replaced
by automobiles. How quickly our modern world is changing! And
all this is happening throughout Asia, at a pace that might lead us to
forget the many layers of culture and civilization upon which what we
see and experience today has been built. The same is true in India,
where I have been regularly visiting since 1978. Both China and India
are major ancient cultures of the world, and in both countries the
strong winds of change have made it difficult to discern the great and
glorious depths of the cultures that have carried these civilizations
through the ages.

As I have spent much time in India exploring the wisdom
traditions of that land, one aspect of these traditions emerged
as of particular interest to me, precisely because its presence is
strongly felt in present-day India. Yet although it is a very visible
tradition today, still, many people even within India have lost their
understanding of this aspect of their own tradition. KRISHNA-SEVA :
Traditional Ritual in the Practice of Bhakti Yoga is a small attempt

to “unpack” this little understood yet important cultural practice for
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people completely unfamiliar with Indian ways of life and thought.

Many friends in China have encouraged me to bring out this
study in Chinese, as they say it can serve to gain an appreciation not
only of this aspect of ancient Indian tradition, but also indirectly it
can inspire Chinese readers to have greater appreciation of their own
traditions of ritual, some of which may resonate with aspects of the
Indian tradition. As China and India are neighbors with important
cultural connections, my hope is that this book may serve as one
small contribution toward an increase of cross-cultural understanding
and appreciation. We decided to make this a dual-language book—
English/Chinese—to encourage those Chinese readers who know
English and would like to see the original ( possibly to improve their
English knowledge, or to see how certain fairly difficult concepts
have been translated ) .

I am most grateful to all my friends who have helped in the
translation and production of this publication, and I am especially
grateful to the staff of Yunnan University Press for facilitating its

publication.

—XKenneth R. Valpey, Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies and
Animal Ethics, Oxford University, U. K.
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