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Foreword

After the Song dynasty, China's
economic and cultural center shifted
from the Yellow River basin in the
north to the Yangtze River basin.
Since the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing
(1616-1911) dynasties, the situation
has become more favorable to the
southeast. The Yangtze River Delta
and the Lake Tai basin, helped trans-
form local settlements into prosperous
towns, sustained by more favorable
climatic conditions and business cul-
ture. A prominent example of them
was Huating (later Songjiang), which
laid the foundation for the formation
of modern Shanghai.

During the Tang (618-907) and
Song (960-1279) dynasties, much of
the area in what is now Shanghai had
become land. However, except for the
slightly higher terrain in the west, most
of the eastern part was coastal low-
land crisscrossed by rivers. Therefore,
western part of the Shanghai area was
able to maintain a higher social and
economic level: Huating County, estab-
lished during the tenth year (751) of

the Tianbao period of the Tang dynas-
ty, was the administrative center, while
the economic center was in Qinglong
Town, a port on the south bank of the
Wusong River. The water from Lake
Tai merged eastward into the Wusong
River, which was as deep and wide as
a thousand rivers and flowed into the
sea probably in what is today’s Qingpu
District. The Wusong River became
the main foreign trade route for the
Suzhou area. A key port on the route
was Qinglong Town, which was more
than ten miles from Huating County
and attracted numerous ocean-going
merchant ships. With the prosperity
of Qinglong Town, the business also
flourished in Huating County, which
governed it. In the third year (1113)
of the Zhenghe period of the Song
dynasty an agency called Shibowu was
established in Huating County. There,
it oversaw the administration of for-
eign ships, collecting commercial tax,
purchasing goods for the state mo-
nopoly, and managed foreign affairs.
After the capital of the Song dynasty



moved south the Jiangnan area played
a pivotal role in the national econo-
my. Huating County and its outport
Qinglong Town became increasingly
important for foreign trade. Shibowu,
originally in Huating, was moved to
Qinglong Town, while Shibosi, which
was originally located in Hangzhou to
manage the foreign trade affairs of
southern Jiangsu Province and Zhe-
jiang Province, was then moved to
Huating County. Huating County and
its Qinglong Town were two of the five
major foreign trade centers during the
Southern Song dynasty.

After the middle of the Southern
Song dynasty, as the Wusong River
gradually became silted, Shanghai
Town, a downstream commercial town
in Huating County, surpassed Qinglong
Town in maritime trade. The trade cen-
ter of the Shanghai area moved from
Qinglong Town to Shanghai Town.
During the Yuan (1206-1368) and
Ming dynasties, the Wusong River be-
came shallower. The water from Lake

Tai could not flow smoothly into the

sea and the downstream farmland of-
ten flooded. In the second year (1404)
of the Yongle period of the Ming dy-
nasty, Xia Yuanji transformed the Wu-
song River water system. As a result,
the Huangpu River, a former tributary
of the Wusong River, flowed directly
into the sea, becoming the main chan-
nel, while the Wusong River became its
tributary. Although these changes led
to the transfer of the economic center
of Shanghai to the east, the status of
Songjiang as the political center was
maintained: in the 14th year (1277)
of the Zhiyuan period of the Yuan dy-
nasty, Huating County was promoted
to Huating Prefecture, and was in the
following year renamed Songjiang
Prefecture. The administrative level of
Songjiang remained unchanged during
the Ming and Qing dynasties.

The prosperity of Songjiang’s social
economy has promoted the develop-
ment of its culture. History books record
the names of large numbers of talented
intellectuals and artists, such as Lu Ji,
Xu Jie, and Chen lJiru. Songjiang has



become a cultural landmark in south-
eastern China. This can be seen in the
anecdotes of famous characters that
Mr. He Huiming has curated for us in
this book.

Shanghai Songjiang Landscape,
written by Mr. He Huiming, vividly
presents the rich natural resources and
the outstanding people of Songjiang
to the readers through a systematic
introducton of natural landscapes and
historical events, especially by linking
them together. Mr. He has long stud-
ied the local history of the Songjiang
area and is familiar with its hills, rivers

and history. Under his guidance, the
readers gradually entered this place of
historical and cultural accumulation
along various geographical scenes.
While introducing the historical ge-
ography of Songjiang, this significant
book also makes it clear that the rapid
rise of modern Shanghai is rooted in
Songjiang's rich cultural heritage and

economic foundation.
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Preface

There are a small range of hills
in Songjiang District in the western
part of Shanghai. Nine hills of them
are listed as Jiufeng (”“Nine Peaks”).
From southwest to northeast, they
are called: Xiaokunshan, Hengshan,
Jishan, Tianmashan, Chenshan, She-
shan, Xueshan, Shegongshan and
Fenghuangshan. This is the only hilly
area in Shanghai. Although the hills are
not high, the natural environment here
is beautiful with numerous attractions,
which can be described as unique in
the Yangtze River Delta. In addition to
Jiufeng, there were three lakes called
Sanmao (“Three Lakelets”). Jiufeng
and Sanmao are not only interesting as
geographical features but also relevant
for their cultural importance. Song-
jiang has the well-deserved reputation
as being the cultural root of Shanghai.
Many people and events in Jiufeng are
remarkable in Chinese history. In the
West Jin dynasty (265-317), the re-
nowned writer Lu Ji lived on Xiaokun-
shan Hill. His Pingfu Tie is collected
in the Palace Museum as the earliest

example of quality calligraphy work,

and his innovative Wen Fu (“On Litera-
ture”) was one of the most important
articles in the history of Chinese litera-
ture. In the Yuan dynasty (1206-1368),
Huang Gongwang completed his most
important painting, Dwelling in the
Fuchun Mountains, on Hengshan Hill.
From then on, many intellectuals gath-
ered or lived alone in Jiufeng, leaving
behind such cultural heritage as art,
literary and historical works. To this
day, visitors are treated to spectacular
sites at the grand cathedral and the
adjacent old observatory mounted on
Sheshan Hill, and a leaning ancient pa-
goda in Tianmashan Hill. In the Jiufeng
area, there are also seven archaeo-
logical sites of Neolithic cultures. In
addition to Sanmao and the Huangpu
River, this book will also introduce the
remains of rivers and bridges in the
prefectural city of Songjiang, as well
as three large artificial lakes including
Moon Lake. Under the guidance of
historical and geographical maps, this
book brings readers up close to the
many fascinating features in the Song-

jiang landscape.
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