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Foreword: Gender Analysis Isn’t Easy

[ can’t tap dance. [ watch old Fred Astaire movies and think, “He makes it look
so easy.” There are many things I haven’t learned how to do - to do calculus,
to speak Turkish. Thanks to the hard, patient tutoring of so many feminist
friends and colleagues, what I have learned how to do is gender analysis. Of
course, friends continue to teach me - I'm not “there” yet.

That is, gender analysis is a skill. It’s not a passing fancy, it's not a way to be
polite. And it’s not something one picks up casually, on the run. One doesn’t
acquire the capacity to do useful gender analysis simply because one is
“modern,” “loves women,” “believes in equality,” or “has daughters.” One has
to learn how to do it, practice doing it, be candidly reflective about one’s short-
comings, try again. To develop gender analytical skills, one has to put one’s
mind to it, work at it, be willing to be taught by others who know more about
how to do it than you do. And, like any sophisticated skill, gender analysis
keeps evolving, developing more refined intellectual nuance, greater meth-
odological subtlety. One has to get to the point where one can convincingly
describe the processes of gender analysis and its value to others, including to
those who are skeptical, distracted, and stressed out. It takes myriad forms of
energy to do gender analysis and to convince others of its necessity.

Carol Cohn and her smart contributors, first, are offering us a sophisti-
cated, up-to-date gender analytical tool kit. Second, they are showing us what
can be revealed if we learn how to use that gender analytical tool kit.

It’s always more engaging to learn a new set of skills if your guides can
show you exactly what you'll see with these tools that you would otherwise
miss - and why those new findings matter. For instance, using their gender
analytical skills, these contributors expose the diverse forms of violence
wielded during wars: guns and bombs aren’t the only weapons. They pull
back the curtain on the differences between girls’ and boys’ experiences of
being made to serve in adult men’s fighting forces. “Children” turns out not
to be a very useful category when trying to rebuild any society after a war.
Cohn'’s contributors also show us why we will never usefully understand
armed conflicts if we stubbornly focus our attention solely on the immediate
war zone; we have to learn how to do gender analyses of refugee camps, of
markets, of peace negotiations. Their gender analytical skills make it clear,
too, that the months and years so comfortably labeled “postwar” in practice
are riddled with wartime ideas about men-as-actors and women-as-victims,
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misleading ideas that serve to perpetuate the very conditions that set off the
conflict in the first place.

The contributors whom Carol Cohn has brought together are among the
most experienced users of gender analytical skills in the globally important
(and maddeningly complex) field of war, armed conflict and postwar peace-
building. Their experiences are of using their gender analytical skills while
in the midst of confusing relationships “on the ground.” These are analysts
who've been in refugee camps where water is short, collecting firewood is
risky, power hierarchies are dysfunctional, and donors’ attention spans are
short. They are analysts who have sat in long hearings where diplomats with
no mud on their shoes decide whether or not a Gender Unit in a peacekeeping
operation will get a decent budget. They have talked to women quite reason-
ably afraid to describe what actually happened to them and their daughters
when rival male soldiers swept through their villages. They have met with
local women'’s groups who have tried to get local male military command-
ers to listen to their proposals. In New York and capital cities, these gender
analysts have lobbied government, nongovernmental organizations, and UN
agencies to put aside their usual “only men really matter” ways and, instead,
to take women seriously when they evaluate their policies’ outcomes, when
they write their peacekeepers’ mandates, and when they allocate their funds.

Thus, as readers, we each can read Women and Wars with the triple aims
of acquiring new gender analytical skills; finding out what the causes and
dynamics of armed conflict look like if we view them through a gendered
lens; and learning how to convince others to adopt these crucial gender ana-
lytical skills. This is the sort of book you'll want to make notes on, quote to
others, take with you in your knapsack.

Cynthia Enloe
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