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Cretan Lie is a tour de force that picks up the story of the Trojan heroes where Homer’s Odys-
sey and Old Testament tales of the Philistines leave off, giving us new answers by redirecting
empbhasis to maritime technology and culture along with an astounding collection of Bronze
Age textual sources. In doing so, it redirects us from the lopsided attention on the Philistines
to the Sherden and other ‘Sea Peoples.” While many questions continue to make the Bronze
Age collapse a topic of intense fascination, Jeffrey P Emanuel has written a page-turner from

start to finish.” —Louise A. Hitchcock, University of Melbourne

“In this broad-ranging and well researched monograph, Emanuel illuminates the archaeo-
logical and historical realities of the ‘Sherden,” one of the main groups of the ‘Sea Peoples’
of the Late Bronze and early Iron Ages of the central and eastern Mediterranean. In doing
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eastern Mediterranean. The result is commendable indeed and is recommended for all those
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“Emanuel brings together a wide range of evidence from the Mediterranean and Near East,
combining this with an in-depth study of ships, shipbuilding, and maritime routes in the Late
Bronze and Early Iron Age. The result is an engaging book—well researched, well written,
and presenting some dramatic new ideas about Mediterranean mobilities.”

—Naoise Mac Sweeney, University of Leicester

The end of the Bronze Age in the Eastern Mediterranean was a time of social, political, and
economic upheaval—conditions reflected, in many ways, in the world of Homer’s Odyssey.
Jeffrey P Emanuel examines the Odyssey’s Second Cretan Lie (xiv 191-359) in the context of
this watershed transition, with particular emphasis on raiding, warfare, maritime technology
and tactics, and the evidence for the so-called “Sea Peoples” who have been connected to
the events of this period. He focuses in particular on the hero’s description of his frequent
raiding activities, on his subsequent sojourn in the land of the pharaohs, and on connections
between Odysseus’ false narrative and the historical experiences of one particular Sea Peoples

group: the “Sherden of the Sea.”
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Chapter One

Epic, Oral Tradition, and Archaeology

avopa pot évvene, HodGa, TOAVTPOTOV, OG HAAA TOAAX
TAGYYOn, énel Tpoing iepdv mrorieBpov Enepoev:
TOAM®Y &' avBpdrwv idev dotea Kai voov Eyva,
TOAG 6 6 7' év mévte mabev Ghyea Ov katd Bopdv,
GPVOUEVOG TV TE YuynV Kai vooTov £Taipov.

AL’ 008" B¢ ETdpoug Eppvoato, iéuevdg tep:

avTdV yip cpetépnotv dtacbarincy SAovto

Tell me, O Muse, of the man of many devices, who wandered full many ways
after he had sacked the sacred citadel of Troy. Many were the men whose cities
he saw and whose mind he learned, aye, and many the woes he suffered in his
heart upon the sea, seeking to win his own life and the return of his comrades.
Yet even so he saved not his comrades, though he desired it sore, for through
their own blind folly they perished. . .

Odyssey i, 1-T

So begins the Homeric epic about the hero Odysseus, the moAvtponog “many-
sided, much-traveled, versatile, ingenious’ man, and his decade of wander-
ings following the Achaean sack of Troy. These wanderings took the hero to
places like the city of the Kikones, the land of the Cyclopes, Phaiakia, and
even Hades itself, with myriad stops in between—including, via false ainos,
Crete, Egypt, Lebanon, and Libya—before finally returning him to Ithaka,
ten years after he first set sail for home and twenty after his initial departure.

Trials like these were not unique to Odysseus: other tales of suffering in the
aftermath of the Trojan War can be found amidst the “framework of heroic
portraits” that make up the epic tradition, from Menelaos’ eight-year journey
home (Odyssey iv, 81-85) to Agamemnon’s murderous reception at the hands
of his wife’s lover, Aigisthos (Odyssey xi, 409-411).> A major aim of this
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2 Chapter One

study is to chip away at one such individual story—Odysseus’ Second Cretan
Lie—for the purpose of shedding light on the interplay between a Homeric in-
dividual and the historical and archaeological background. As we shall see, at
least some of the wanderings and sufferings of Homer’s epic heroes in general,
and of Odysseus in particular, are not out of place when viewed against the
larger tapestry of the chaotic transition from the Late Bronze Age to the Early
Iron Age in the years surrounding the beginning of the 12th century BCE.

TWO TAPESTRIES: EPIC AND HISTORY

Before we begin, it is necessary to cover some background on epic and oral
tradition, and on their tangled relationship with that modern invention which
we call “history.” Unfortunately. the largest and most tantalizing question—
when and where did the characters and events of epic originate, and what
relationship do they have with people that actually lived and events that
actually happened?—is, on the whole, unanswerable. Myth and oral tradition
occupy a unique space within human communication, vested as they are with
motifs, artifacts, content, and meaning that is simultaneously reflective both
of years long past and of the present.

However, epic and oral tradition also can—and almost certainly do—
transmit some measures of historical truth within the received fiction. This
does not mean that exact historical connections should be sought between
characters, events, and descriptions contained in myth, and it certainly does
not mean that epic works should be treated as historical texts. Such a search
is bound to end in futility, in no small part because epic is the product of
such a lengthy compositional process that single characters, events, or even
objects can simultaneously represent analogues that are centuries apart in
historical time. A classic example of this is the shield of the Trojan hero
Hektor, which Homer first describes as a tower shield of the type seen in
iconography from the Bronze Age shaft graves at Mycenae (Fig. 1.1):

Figure 1.1. Battle depicted on the “Warrior Krater” from Shaft Grave IV at Mycenae

Blakolmer, F. 2007. “The Silver Battle Krater from Shaft Grave IV at Mycenae: Evidence of Fighting ‘Heroes’
on Minoan Palace walls at Knossos?” In Morris, S. P. and Laffineur, R., eds. EPOS: Reconsidering Greek
Epic and Aegean Bronze Age Archaeology. Liege. Plate LVII1.
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apel 0€ Py oLPA TOTTTE Kol avyEva SEpUa KEAIVOV
Gvtu€ fj mopdtn Béev domidoc dOpporoioong

. . . the black rim of hide that went round his shield beat against his neck and
his ankles

liad V1, 117-118°

Scarcely one scroll later, this object has leapt forward in time nearly half a
millennium, becoming the circular shield known from the end of the Bronze
Age and the succeeding Iron Age (Fig. 1.2):

Figure 1.2. LH IIIC ‘Warrior Vase’ from Mycenae, fea-
turing parallel processions of armed men in ‘hedgehog’-
style helmets and in helmets with horns and plumes

Tsountas, Ch. and Manatt, J. I. 1897. The Mycenaean Age: A Study

of the Monuments and Culture of Pre-Homeric Greece. London.
Plate XVIII.
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Alog doyevig mpoiet dohrydokiov Eyyog,
Kai Baie [Mpopidoo kat' donida mavtoc €lonv

Then Ajax threw in his turn,
and struck the round shield of the son of Priam

lliad V11, 249-250

As archaeologist Susan Sherratt asked, “So where is history in all this? I
have no doubt that something (or perhaps many things) that we might just
call real history in some sense of the word is there, lurking in the palimpsest
of Homeric oral prehistory. But the question of whose history, and when and
where, is something we can probably never untangle.™

Whatever measures of truth may be contained in the Homeric epics cannot
truly be accessed without peeling back the layers of the received text. These
layers are abundant: a characteristic of oral tradition is composition-in-per-
formance, which lends itself, over time and a broad geographic area, to many
slightly different versions of a single story.> Add to that the agglutinative
nature of epic poetry, which has among its progenitors “a vast reservoir of
inherited myths, legends, and tales, the conflation of which has left traces and
sometimes, at least by literary standards, rather glaring anomalies of structure
and detail.”® A potential example of such an “inherited myth” is the set of
false ainoi in Homer’s Odyssey known as the “Cretan Lies.” The length and
detail of these micronarratives, writes classicist Steve Reece, combined with
“the remarkable contrast of our poet’s vague notion of the topography of the
Peloponnese to his quite detailed knowledge of Crete,” may mark these false
ainoi as remnants of an alternative version of the epic in which they were
presented as truth rather than fiction.”

While this is probably the case, as other studies have also shown, the specific
circumstances of the composition and incorporation of this and other variants
will never be fully understood.® It is clear, though, that Homeric poetry overall
is simultaneously expressive of Indo-European themes that predate the Greek
language itself; reminiscent of the earliest phases of Greek prehistory and be-
fore, like the 16th century BCE Shaft Grave culture of Mycenae and the settle-
ment of Akrotiri; and reflective in many aspects of the beginning of the water-
shed Archaic period in the eighth century (and beyond).” This is compounded
by the necessary disconnection, or poetic distance, between the performance of
Homer’s epics and the age(s) and events they purport to recount, which further
precludes simple one-to-one identifications of these passages with archaeologi-
cal remains or other material evidence of historical peoples and events.'

These issues begin to illustrate the problematic nature of attempting, in the
words of one scholar, “to create a serious history out of fantasy and folklore.”"!
However, interwoven into this complex tapestry are details of varying size
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and import which can be seen as reflecting the world of the Late Bronze Age
and the early years of the Iron Age, or roughly the 14th through 12th centu-
ries BCE. Familiar personal names and toponyms like Alaksandu, Attarissya,
Mopsos, Wilusa, and Ahhiyawa peek out at us from ancient texts, reminding
us, respectively, of Alexander, Atreus, Mopsus, Ilios, and Achaea. The general
geopolitical makeup of the world described in the /liad also seems to accurately
reflect the historical presence of a Mycenaean coalition on the western side of
the Aegean and an Anatolian power to the east, with whom they had frequent
tension.'> However, the eastern power at this point in history was not Trojan at
all; instead, it was the Hittites who ruled much of Anatolia and northern Syria
from their seat at Hattudas (modern Bogazkoi). Interestingly, documentary
evidence shows that some of the historical tension between Mycenaeans and
Hittites in the Late Bronze Age did, in fact, focus on Troy.

Homer’s lack of awareness of the Hittites seems troubling at first blush, par-
ticularly when it comes to efforts to draw even modest parallels between the nar-
ratives of the /liad and Odyssey on one hand, and our current information about
the events and individuals of the Bronze Age on the other. This may be partially
explained by the “bricolage™ nature of the epic composition, of course, but it
may also result from the radical changes that swept the Eastern Mediterranean
in the years surrounding 1200 BCE. The chaos and disorder of the Odyssey also
seem reflective of this late second millennium transition from the Late Bronze
to the Iron Age, which was characterized by the threats, marauding, and rending
of the social fabric governing society itself. Each of these is a hallmark of the
Late Bronze Age’s terminus in the years surrounding 1200 BCE in the Aegean
and Eastern Mediterranean, with its palatial collapses, movements of peoples,
and disruption of the international trading networks that had fostered widespread
communication and fueled generations of elites’ conspicuous consumption and
display. As we shall see further below, the collapse of civilizations at the end of
the Bronze Age did not just affect Greece, where the palatial system and Linear
B writing were permanently lost and a post-Mycenaean “Dark Age” several
centuries long was ushered in. The Hittite empire was also largely extinguished
at this time, and seems to have been lost from memory in the Aegean region al-
together—perhaps part of the reason for its absence from the world of Homer."

Not all events in the years surrounding the Late Bronze—Early Iron Age tran-
sition were negative, particularly if one considers the situation from the point of
view of those outside Eastern Mediterranean society’s topmost stratum. Among
the positive, forward-looking developments at this time was an acceleration in
maritime innovations—particularly tactics and technology. Groundbreaking
developments in ship design and construction provided sailors with an engine of
raiding, warfare, and transportation the likes of which had never been seen, al-
lowing naval operations to be conducted more effectively than ever before. This
is among the more granular topics that will be addressed in this study, along with
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the conduct and expansion of piracy and coastal raiding, as well as the move-
ments and experiences of specific peoples associated with these actions.

ODYSSEUS’ SECOND CRETAN LIE

GAA" Gye pot b, yepalé, T o avTod KNde' Eviomeg
Kkai pot Todt’ dydpevcov EtiTopoy, dop’ &b eid@:
Tig m6Bev €lg AvdpiV

But come . . . tell me of thine own sorrows, and declare me this truly, that [ may
know full well. Who art thou among men, and from whence?

Odyssey xiv, 185-187

This question, posed to Odysseus by Eumaios the swineherd, prefaces the
portion of Homer’s Odyssey that will serve as the lens for this study. The
hero’s ‘Second Cretan Lie,” found in Odyssey xiv, 191-359 and retold in part
at xvii, 424-441, will be analyzed here with a focus on interpreting the details
and identifying parallels to this myth within the historical and archaeological
records. We shall consider three elements of Odysseus’ story in particular
within the setting of the Late Bronze—Early Iron Age transition (the late 13th
and early 12th centuries BCE). My aim is to demonstrate these elements’ con-
sistency generally with the historical reality of this period, and specifically
with the experiences of the so-called $3rd3n3 n p3 ym ‘Sherden of the sea’
(fig. 1.3), one of the groups identified with the so-called ‘Sea Peoples” who
are best known from their portrayal in Egyptian records as foreign invaders
who laid waste to empires across the Near East during this tumultuous period.
These elements are:

1. Odysseus” declaration that he led nine successful maritime raids prior to
the Trojan War (Odyssey Xiv, 229-233);

2. His ill-fated assault on Egypt, separately recounted to Eumaios (xiv,
245-272) and to Antinoos (xvii, 424-441); and

3. His claim not only to have been spared following his disastrous Egyptian
raid, but to have spent a subsequent seven years in the land of the pha-
raohs, during which he gathered great wealth (xiv, 285-286).

A secondary purpose of this study, carried out in service of the first, is to
examine these tales of Odysseus and the evidence for the Sherden within the
context of the Late Bronze—Early Iron Age transition and the Sea Peoples
phenomenon, with particular emphasis on the development, spread, and utili-
zation of maritime tactics, technology, and capabilities at this time.



