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Much that is beautiful must be discarded
So that we may resemble a taller
Impression of ourselves.

John Ashbery, Tllustration’
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Author’s Preface

Tuis, my twenty-fourth book of poems, is made up of three sections:
some poems related to The Best of the Best American Poetry 2013 (Series
Editor, David Lehman, Guest Editor, Robert Pinsky), some poems relat-
ed to The Open Door: One Hundred Poems, One Hundred Years of ‘Poetry’
Magazine (Don Share and Christian Wiman, Eds., 2012), and thirty or
so poems, mainly rhymed sonnets, written by me in recent years. The
poems in the first two sections appear in this book loosely in the order
in which the ‘originals’ appear in those two collections of mainly North
American verse, except where the usual order has been changed to allow
for a poem running to more than one page to appear on facing pages.
Ten of the sonnets in part three appeared in my chapbook Ten Sonnets,
Vagabond, Sydney, 2013. For all the poems, any significant notes and
derivations are listed in the Notes to the Poems, at the end of the text.

In the first two sections, I chose to write Terminals; that is, I started
with drafts which borrowed the end-words of each line of some poems in
each of the two books concerned. I then changed the position of the line
breaks in a few of my new poems and in a few cases changed the original
line-end words, partly to be spared the annoyance of poets who might
resent my using ‘their’ line-endings as my own, and partly because I felt
that my using some of the words ending each line would lead to pointless
contortions; words which ended some lines in some poems didn’t pres-
ent much in the way of inspiration, and others were too strongly rhymed.
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