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Preface

Changnan, an ancient town, is surrounded by mountains and rivers wind through the
town. Mountains are not too much might, and rivers are not too much grand. If Heaven did not
bestow “white fairy” on the town, Changnan would be shadowed by Poyang, Wannian and
Wuyuan of Jiangxi Province and Qimen of Anhui Province, and passed the time silently, not only
it was not meant to be a gorgeous crown——Capital of Porcelain, but also Jingdezhen - a name
known by all would be missed.

However, porcelain stone and clay stored under the ground, rich water and tree resources
change its destiny. Through thousands of years, the town attracts farmers from nearby counties to
go to this remote town to live with “white fairy” —Kaolin clay. Even skillful craftsmen from
other porcelain—making districts of our country gather one after another, showing their talents
and making a living here. Native and non—native craftsmen and artists struggle together to boost
the development and prosperity of porcelain—making craft of Jingdezhen.So it becomes renowned
gradually and is worshipped by other porcelain—making vassals. “Changnan is also called capital
of porcelain, and it gets its fame in both domestic and foreign countries.” (Poetry by Dong Biwu)
“China is always called country of porcelain, and the top of porcelain industry is Jingdezhen.” (Poetry
by Guo Moluo)

According to historical records, porcelain—making history of Jingdezhen lasts for nearly 2,000
years. The kiln fire never ends since Han and Jin Dynasty and craft advances every generation,
which show diligence and wisdom of people in Jingdezhen. Also the porcelain—making history of
Jingdezhen is a glorious chapter in porcelain—making history of China, and makes great contribution
to human—beings’ civilization. Besides, fine porcelain works and magnificent porcelain—making
craft, together with ships in the ocean, are spread all around the world. Therefore Jingdezhen wins
the name— porcelain capital of the world.

As one of the first batch of famous historical and cultural cities approved and authorized by
State Council, Jingdezhen has long porcelain—making history and splendid ceramic culture but
exquisite porcelain wares. So this city attracts porcelain businessmen, artists, scholars and tourists in
an endless stream. Besides choosing and buying satisfied porcelain wares, they want to search and
understand the secret of one industry supporting a city and ceramic culture. After visiting Jingdezhen

China Ceramics Museum, they desire to get some scripts about porcelain. Thus, we compile this



book that includes words and pictures to meet the needs of lots of readers who love capital of

porcelain and culture about porcelain.

Entering the museum, through this book, you will trace the track of origin and development
of porcelain capital, and will appreciate that porcelain—making process is complex and elaborate
and ceramic art is pretty and magical. Also you will realize folklores about porcelain, diligence and

wisdom of people on this land and endless spirit of exploit and struggle.

Deputy Minister of Propaganda Department of Jingdezhen Municipal Party Committee,
Director of Jingdezhen Bureau of culture, radio, TV and Publication,

Ai Chunlong
Jan 20th, 2016
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