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Feminist Research Methodology

This book focuses on feminist research methodology, exploring and analysing
its constituting methods, theory, ontology, epistemology and ethics and poli-
tics, and research issues relating to women, gender and feminism in Sri
Lanka. The book examines ways of meaning-making for the political, ideo-
logical and ethical purposes of promoting individual and social change, and
constructs an example of feminist research praxis.

Using this South Asian country as a case study, the author looks at the
means by which researchers in this field inhabit, engage with and represent
the multiple realities of women and society in Sri Lanka. In analysing what
constitutes feminist research methodology in a transitional country, the book
links local research practices with Western feminist approaches, taking into
account the commonalities, distinctions and specificities of working in a
South Asian context. With an emphasis on general issues and debatés in
global feminist theory and methodology, the book explores the issues of
reflexivity, standpoint, gender, women’s agency, empiricism, and feminist pol-
itics of Marxism and democracy, positivism, induction, deduction, post-
modernism and postcolonialism.

Engaging with and re-conceptualising three traditionally different types of
research — women’s studies, gender studies and feminist studies — from a
methodological perspective, Feminist Research Methodology provides a fra-
mework for researching feminist issues. Applicable at both a local and global
level, this original methodological framework will be of value to researchers
working in any context.

Maithree Wickramasinghe is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of English
at the University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka. Her research has explored feminist
critical theory and methodology, gender in organizations and workplaces, as
well as women and gender in development.
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Introduction

Making meanings

An introduction to the genesis of the book

This book aims to look at the ways and means by which Sri Lankan feminist
activist researchers inhabit, engage with, represent and construct the multiple
realities of women and society through research. In particular, it explores
ways of meaning-making for the political, ideological and ethical purposes of
promoting individual and social change. However, it does so with the under-
standing that the possibility of representing and constructing complete
knowledge of realities is highly problematic and debatable; and that the ulti-
mate aim of social transformation is equally incomplete and relative. Given
the play of subjectivity and human capacity, knowledge can only be partial
and situated, rather than transcendent (Haraway 1988), and social action
conditional and pragmatic. The following sections of the Introduction will
acquaint the readers with its topic and structure, give definitions of concepts
and terms, and provide rationales for the book. As introductions from a
modernist perspective,' they will presume to offer a formal beginning to the
book and an epistemic construction of my assumptions; while from post-
modern® perspectives, they will construe fragments of my understandings,
subjective positionings and hegemonic authority.

In Sri Lanka, as in many other countries, interest in women’s rights and
issues came to a head with the institution of the United Nations International
Year of Women (1975) and the United Nations Decade of Women (1975—
1985). Since then, WR research has boomed in many disciplinary directions,
encompassing various interdisciplinary subjects. Yet, on the whole there has
been little research that has looked specifically at research methodology in Sri
Lanka (for instance, at how Sri Lankan realities are represented / constructed
in research; or at the theories or ethics of knowledge and meaning-making).
An overview of WR research literature indicated that there were a few,
sporadic exceptions (see Goonatilake 1985; Wanasundera 1995). These pro-
blematised aspects of research methodology per se, such as using feminist
frameworks (de Alwis 1994b; Bandarage 1998; de Alwis 2004a; Emmanuel
2006) or participatory methods (Schrijvers 1996; Jayatilaka 1998); or con-
structing a women'’s archive from memories and testimonies (de Mel 2007).



