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Foreword

It is an honor for us to join in this celebration of Pierre Karrer’s 75th birthday. Pierre has
been a friend and a respected colleague whom we have both had the good fortune to
know throughout our professional careers. We have had the pleasure of working with
Pierre in many capacities: as a committee member colleague working on the IBA Rules
of Evidence and other reforms, as co-arbitrator, as an arbitrator hearing our cases, as
an officer of various arbitration institutions, and as a fellow aficionado of classical
music, among others.

Pierre’s is undoubtedly one of the great names in international arbitration. He
and his work have influenced practitioners around the world. His contributions to the
IBA Rules of Evidence were substantial; his training on both sides of the Atlantic and
his global experience enabled him to propose solutions that bridged the common
law/civil law divide. As the first Vice Chair of the Arbitration Institute of the Stockholm
Chamber of Commerce after it internationalized its Board, he helped devise and
implement procedures that offer substantial Board input into every major decision that
the Institute needs to make in each case, including in particular the selection of
arbitrators.

Pierre is as organized and dedicated an arbitrator as one could hope for - indeed
it would be no exaggeration to say that these attributes have become the stuff of legend,
sufficient to intimidate anyone ill-advised enough even to think about turning up to a
hearing unprepared. He has an extensive box of tools, literally and figuratively, to carry
out his trade. In each case, he applies his experience to work with the parties to
determine the procedures best suited to that particular arbitration. His presence and
demeanor exude efficiency, as do his solutions, but he wears his abilities lightly, so that
proceedings before him are always managed with fairness and with a humanity that is
readily appreciated. As the hearing progresses, his deft touch is even more keenly felt.
Because Pierre is so well prepared in every case, he is able to guide the parties through
the case effectively.

The range and quality of articles in this Liber Amicorum, and the diversity and
excellence of its contributors, are a testament as much to the esteem and affection in
which Pierre is held as to his influence upon, and to his own broad interests in
improving, the practice of arbitration. At a time when arbitration is under ever greater
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Foreword

scrutiny and subject to ever more searching and sometimes hostile enquiry, his work
is an example of how good the process can be when it is in the hands of a master. This
volume will be one more substantial contribution resulting from Pierre’s career, but
more to the point, we hope that he will enjoy it both for its content and as a mark of the
appreciation of his professional colleagues and friends for all that he has achieved. We,
for our part, offer our warmest congratulations to Pierre and we wish him the happiest
of birthdays.

John Beechey” and David W. Rivkin™

* ok

John Beechey CBE is among the best known arbitrators in the world. He has served as
chairman, party-appointed arbitrator, or sole arbitrator on international arbitral tribunals in
both ‘ad hoc’ (including UNCITRAL) and institutional arbitrations under the Rules of, inter
alia, the European Development Fund (EDF), International Chamber of Commerce (ICC),
International Centre for Dispute Resolution/ American Arbitration Association (ICDR/AAA),
International Center for the Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), London Court of
International Arbitration (LCIA), Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA), Singapore Interna-
tional Arbitration Centre (SIAC),and the Stockholm Chamber. He is a past President of the
International Court of Arbitration of the ICC (2009-2015).

David W. Rivkin is Co-Chair of Debevoise & Plimpton’s International Dispute Resolution
Group and The Immediate Past President of the International Bar Association (IBA). A litigation
partner in the firm’s New York and London offices, Mr. Rivkin has broad experience in the
areas of international litigation and arbitration. Mr. Rivkin is consistently ranked as one of the
top international dispute resolution practitioners in the world. He has handled international
arbitrations throughout the world and before virtually every major arbitration institution. Mr.
Rivkin also represents companies in transnational litigation in the US, including the enforce-
ment of arbitral awards and arbitration agreements.
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Preface

Dr. Pierre A. Karrer stands out as an exceptionally accomplished international arbitra-
tor, practitioner and expert. The authors who have contributed to this book - all of
whom are also prominent in the field of international arbitration - have come to know
and respect Dr. Karrer from sitting with him on tribunals, appearing before him as
counsel, and/or working with him on projects such as the IBA Rules on the Taking of
Evidence. We the editors had the fortune of getting to know Dr. Karrer through his role
as a teacher and mentor. It is within this role that he has enthusiastically helped foster
the interest, knowledge, skills and networks of generations of young lawyers. We are
therefore pleased and delighted to honor Dr. Karrer’s remarkable contributions to
developing international arbitration and to enhancing the professionalism and collabo-
ration of the global arbitration community.

When putting together this project, we sought to find a theme that would focus
on an important feature of Dr. Karrer’s philosophical and practical approach to
arbitration After some brainstorming, there was no doubt in our minds that the theme
of the book celebrating Dr. Karrer’s career should focus on the powers and duties of an
arbitrator.

Dr. Karrer exemplifies the characteristics of a “maestro” arbitrator who has built
and earned his reputation with talent, skill, creativity, integrity and congeniality. His
reputation for his good judgment in an expansive array of cases reflects his wide range
of knowledge and interests as well as his openness to new ideas and diverse cultures.
Dr. Karrer believes in the importance of the arbitrator conducting the proceedings with
attention to detail, careful preparation, a firm hand and an open-mind. He believes in
the powers of the arbitrator to ensure a fair and efficient conduct of an arbitration and
he takes the duties and responsibilities of the arbitrator seriously. It is well known that
“an arbitration is only as good as the arbitrator,” and all of the contributors to this book
know that when Dr. Karrer is the arbitrator, the arbitration will be expertly conducted.

Attracting prominent contributors to this book was an easy task as Dr. Karrer
enjoys professional and collegial friendships across the globe. We tried to bring
together a diverse group of his colleagues in this book. Many have enjoyed long careers
over many years of interacting with Dr. Karrer, while others more recently had the
fortune of getting to know him when they were young practitioners and benefited from
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