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Foreword

There are many books talking about Suzhou, and many of them are authored
by Suzhou people.

I have been expecting such a book: a pocket book, a book of reference and
guide every guest to Suzhou or every one settled down in Suzhou needs. When peo-
ple visit Suzhou, is there a book to guide them on where to go, what to see, what
to eat and what to buy? At a special point, can it provide something succinct than
kitsch staff, and in a concise, graceful language? We had such a book before—
Suzhou Handbook which was published in the Republic of China era. However, as
time has changed, the lifestyle guide book is totally inappropriate to modern Chi-
na. So, is it possible to produce a book as practical and cultural?

I have been expecting so long and get nothing. So I decided to write one by
myself|

I just stroll around the ancient cities, towns, villages and alleys of Suzhou on
my own feet, capturing the beauty of Suzhou classic gardens and scenic spots,
landscapes with my own eyes, tasting Suzhou delicacies throughout four seasons,
folk snacks, and local specialties, listening to the old customs and traditions of
Suzhou people with my own ears. And I have had a personal spiritual talk with an-
cestors and historically prominent personage among Suzhou people, feeling the past
and present, heritage and innovation of Suzhou with my own heart. Based on
these, I write down small articles fluttering like butterflies one by one from my own
pen and original thinking ...

This is a book composed with articles you may never find in Baidu or any cor-
ner of Internet. It is quite different from whatever has been written on Suzhou or by
Suzhou people. I do not dare to say it is perfect. But I do have injected true feel-
ings in writing the book, which is perhaps the value of it. I have had it translated
into English for foreign friends.

(=
The National Day, 2016
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