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Foreword

We bid you welcome to Hong Kong and to this the Seventh Asian Australasian
Congress of Anaesthesiologists.

The theme of the Congress, New Directions in Anaesthesiology, will be ad-
dressed in the Plenary, Symposium and Computer Workshop Sessions by an out-
standing invitation faculty of distinguished international and regional speakers,
representing 25 countries and all five continents.

Over 300 submissions have been accepted for presentation in 48 Free Paper
Sessions, together with the Computer, Poster and Audiovisual Workshops which
will run throughout the Congress. The free communications originate substantially
from Asia and Australasia, a fact which is testimony to the vigour, commitment and
imagination of the specialty and all the more impressive in light of the constraints
on both manpower and material resources which presently apply in some countries
within this region.

The abstracts are arranged in groups, according to the mode of presentation, in
the following sequence: Plenaries, Symposia, Clinical Symposia, Free Papers, Films,
Videos, Posters and Computer Workshop presentations. Within each group the
sessions are arranged in their order of presentation during the Congress; within
each session the individual presentations also are arranged in sequence.

Each session is identified by title and the date, time and venue are given at the
beginning of the session. Session titles, together with chairmen and moderators, are
listed in the contents and an overview of the entire programme is presented in
tabular form. There is an author index at the end of the book.

The programme will focus on the challenging issues in resource development
and audit, education and new technology with particular emphasis given to clinical
applications in anaesthesia, critical and immediate care. Throughout the pro-
gramme, particular care has been taken to provide delegates with ample opportu-
nity for formal and informal exchange of ideas and experience through active
participation.

It is with pleasure that we express our thanks to our counsellors and advisers
world-wide, to our Committee colleagues, Chairmen, Speakers and Scrutineers,
Drs C.S. Chan, Ronald Lo, Chandra Rodrigo and Simon Warren, with particular
thanks to our secretarial and word processing team, Sybil Kwan, Teresa Wong and
Bertha Li, who have worked unstintingly for the production of this Congress. And
finally, special thanks to our secretariat International Conference Consultants, our
publishers Excerpta Medica and to our sponsors Roche Pharmaceuticals & Chemi-
cals Limited, all of whom have given with generosity their encouragement, expertise
and support over the past four years.

In conclusion, we visualize the crucial objective of this Congress to be the
establishment of dialogues both present and future; the creation, in essence, of a
meeting of minds.

Cordially,

-,
Jean Horton Michael Moles
Co-Chairmen
Scientific Committee Xiii
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