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Unit 1 Topic

A good beginning is half good ending. Choosing a proper topic is the first
and most important step in research paper writing. A good topic is not only
worth researching but also makes you interested and absorbed in your research
and writing.

1.1 What topic to choose

You'd better choose a topic you are interested in, about which you have
some knowledge but want to know more by doing some research. You have to
avoid topics that are too broad or too narrow, topics that are based on a single
source and topics that everybody knows. For academic writing, you can possibly
choose a topic related to your own discipline of study or a cross-disciplinary
study.

1.2 How to choose a topic

When you choose a topic, you can do brainstorming to generate ideas on
possible topics, using mind-map or clusters (See Fig. 1), or with the help of
computer software. For example, MindGenius Mind Mapping is an online
brainstorming and planning tool that can be downloaded and used free for 30
days. Besides, you can track down a list of books in the library and read the
table of contents or the bibliography for ideas. If you are still at a loss as to
what topic to choose, browse the Internet for information. But it takes time to
decide on a topic by searching the Internet. The first idea that pops into your
head may not be the one you would like to spend several months reading and
writing about. Keep looking for a topic that excites you so that you will be

rewarded by the excitement of research on this topic.



Academic Communications in English

Every node on a mindnap coud be 5 own mindimap
GoDeeper

How to Create A Mindmap

C Lot W

TN

ENERGY
crs

rﬂ—&éﬁA‘&'
Woae

fania

Q ToPsPIN|

" 05 ¢ &, Fur
e & suce

® LoneesT Mareu

[Mmel 1054
TInee: 6 3 627730
Wrer: ¥ 6P 6P

6:3,5:7,7:6

Fig. 1 Images of mind-maps (source: https://www.google.com.hk/search? q=mind-+map)

1.3 How to elaborate a topic

A topic that is too broad in scope may not be able to be dealt with in depth
within the length of your research paper. You have to elaborate the topic to
make it more specific and manageable. The following is an example of how to
narrow down a topic.

Example 1
A general topic: Writing
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A more specific topic: Evaluation of writing

An elaborated topic: Automated writing evaluation

“Writing” is too broad a topic to be addressed and is not a good topic to
write on. There are many aspects involved in writing, such as writing instruction,
writing methods, process of writing. evaluation of writing, etc. A more specific
topic can be “evaluation of writing”, which still covers a lot of subordinate topics
such as summative evaluation, formative evaluation, teacher evaluation., peer
evaluation, self-evaluation or automated evaluation. Each of these topics
involves aspects that are worth exploring at length. Thus, the topic can be
elaborated further to “automated writing evaluation(AWE)”, with such aspects
as the development of AWE, the reliability and validity of AWE, and the effect
of AWE in writing.

Example 2

A general topic: Computer

A more specific topic: Computer games

A more specific topic: Computer games and their influence on behavior

An elaborated topic: Computer games and aggressive behavior

In this example., “computer” is too general a topic to be dealt with because
it can hardly be covered completely in a research paper. Therefore, it can be
narrowed down to a more elaborated topic of “computer games”, or more
specifically, “how computer games influence human behavior”, which in turn can
focus on one aspect of human behavior “computer games and the aggressive
behavior”. Such a topic can be addressed with the following questions:

— What is aggressive behavior?

— How do computer games relate to aggressive behavior?

— What can we do to prevent the negative effect caused by computer

games?

1.4 Tasks

Task 1
Narrow down the general topics in the first column of the table. The first two

have been done as examples .
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General topic

First elaboration

Second elaboration

Third elaboration

China

Chinese history

History of Qing
Dynasty

Emperor Qian Long

his times

and

Workers in China

Migrant workers

in China

The rights of migrant

workers in China

Laws to protect the rights of

migrant workers in China

Financial products

Economic reform

Electronic business

Computers and

the Internet

Biomedical

engineering

Mechanical

engineering

Mobile phones

Second language

learning

Task 2

Use mind-map or clusters to explore some interesting topics. You can do this

together in groups of three.

Task 3

Use books . library data-base or the Internet to find 3 possible topics for research .

Then narrow down the topics and decide on the topic you are going to write

about . If you intend to write collaboratively ., you can do this in a group of three

students, with each working on one topic and then discuss and decide on the final

topic your group is going to work on.




Unit 2 Sources

After deciding on the topic for your research paper, the first thing you
have to do is to read a large number of books and articles so that you can be
equipped with some knowledge of the topic, on the basis of which you can
generate your own ideas. No research can be done without reading other
researchers’ works because you need the knowledge basis on which you build
your own knowledge and avoid the repetition of work.

But how to get source materials for reading? What materials are worth
reading? How to read so many materials at a time? In this chapter, we are going
to talk about how to make use of the library to search for source materials,

evaluate what materials are appropriate and read these materials efficiently.

2.1 Using library database

Many university libraries offer students free and ready access to databases,
among which the most popular databases are EBSCO, DOAJ (Directory of
Open Access Journals) , Cambridge Journals Online, Oxford Journals Online,
Elsevier ScienceDirect, Wiley Online Library, etc. (See Figs. 2-7). They cover a

comprehensive range of disciplines and provide both abstracts and full texts.

New Search  Publications  Subject Terms  Cited References More ~ Sgnin M Folder Preferences  Languages v New Fel
o Searching: Academic Search[Premier | Choose Databases
LAREON | codemic achievement Select a Field (optional) ~ m U
AND | | college students Select a Field (optional) ~
AND~ Selecta Field (optional) ~ | /4.
Basic Search  Advanced Search  Search History »
« Refine Results Search Results: 1 - 10 of 1,990 Relevancev Page Options» Share v
Current Seaych 1. PREDICTING COLLEGE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IN SCIENCE 5]
COURSES.
Boolean/Phrase: By: ligan, Abdurrahman. Journal of Baltic Science Education 2013, Vol 12 Issue 3, p322-336. 15p. 4 Charts.
academic achievement AND Subjects: COLLEGE students — Research; HIGHER education; ACADEMIC achievement — Testing;
college students =l

RESEARCH; UNIVERSITIES & colleges — Administration; QUANTITATIVE research; MULTIPLE regression
Academic  analysis; TEACHING methods; TURKEY; STUDY & teaching
Joumal
Show all 4 images
Limit To

[ Full Text

[] References Available

[ Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) % PoF Full Text (1MB) Endli@ @ Pollak Library
Journals

Fig. 2 The search page of EBSCO database
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DIRECTORY OF
OPEN ACCESS
JOURNALS

Apply News Aboul ForPublishers APl

Q

@ joumals @ articles [Advanced Search]

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

DOAJ is a community-curated online directory that indexes and provides access to high quality, open access, peer-reviewed joumals

Latest News

The Hungarian Library Consortium EISZ supports DOAJ!
We are extremely happy to welcome the Hungarian Library Consortium, EISZ as a member of DOAJ. 60 of the IESZ members are

supporting DOAJ. ~ EISZ is the national library consortium of Hungary, operated in the Library and Information Centre of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences. EISZ coordinates the national license subscriptions of electronic joumals, [ . ] Read More

Tue, 07 Mar 2017 at 15:23

Fig. 3 The search page of DOAJ database

Home > Whatwe publish > Journals

Cambridge Journals Q

Content home Collections

Journals  Books Publishing partners
—

Open access

Journals

At Cambridge University Press, we currently publish more than 360 peer-reviewed academic journals covering subjects across the
humanities, social sciences and science, technology and medicine.

Search and filter Alltitles v Al subjects v Access: unfiltered

Acta Neuropsychiatrica

Get access
o Acta Numerica Get access
o Advances in Animal Biosciences Get access

Fig. 4 The search page of Cambridge Journals database

OXFORD  Journals

ACADEMIC

Advanced Search

Build a query

Filter v

Lo ] oo

Find a specific article
- Select a Journal

Year

Volume

Issue

First Page

Fig. 5 The search page of Oxford Journals database
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ScienceDirect Journals Books Register Sign in ~ @

Explore scientific, technical, and medical research
on ScienceDirect

Search for peer-reviewed journals, articles, book chapters and

open access content
o
| Keywords Author name
>

o
i
‘ e Vo e o = /9/\
g

LRTTRONE

Fig. 6 The search page of ScienceDirect database

Wiley Online Library

Advanced Search | searchTips>

SEARCH FOR

[ | [Al Fields v
[AND v ]| | [All Fields v]
[AND v ]| | [All Fields v]
Add another row >
SPECIFY DATE RANGE
® All Dates
© In the last
OBetween [ ][]

Please enter 4-digit years.
Onli E Publications Browse by Subject Resources
I w".y Li About Us Help Contact Us Agents Advertisers Media Privacy

Fig. 7 The search page of Wiley Online Library databases

Example
Let’s take EBSCO as an example to illustrate how to use databases to search
for information related to your topic.

1. Go to the online database list of the library (Fig. 8).
(http://www. lib. sjtu. edu. cn/index. php? m = content&e = index&a =
lists&catid=223&type= %E6% 9C%IF%ES5 %88 %8A)
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Shanghai Jiao Tong University Library

¢ et ey ;a3 EN %8 BH Hn EUE BR 2 &
@S 2A 8 2 o= R % IC* §EE §F
i

SHEE GFFE mEon ROLE

WEoTREER v HEEE -~

FREE AEAEEE  WGROREEEE iEEEE
ACM(ZEitE#1¥2) Digital Library I= E3°dbs -] AR 1 &80mt ca
ACSESS Digital Library wF B8 /1T oo
ACS (American Chemical Society, ZE{t,
FF2)2TH (ZEERLETF g 1 T ki
RREBSHEGAD) (SERHEE o LT KT = . =
HYBPORAESR )
AGUE=EMIRMEF SRS BZ /1% 374 -:34]) o
AlAA (ZERSMEFS) SETEIR - P
P ey I= E3°4 BT / 20TRk o

Fig. 8 Online database list (part)

2. On the main database page, all databases are listed in alphabetical order.

Scroll down and select the database you wish to use (Fig. 9).

- - M

(=]

DOE (Department of Energy, ZFsEE) B T Ex sy
HERS

Jmimras japas
EbraryE2F &% ( ProQuest Ebook Cenira LRT BT AT I

¥ InEF I EZ I TZIEE] 2X B &
BER | aAhF
EBSCO Art & Architecture Complete THIZK%F =474 BiTl B (]

EBSCO Academic Source Complete /Bus  EF /iFF | HEF 1345/

iness Source Complete / Communication [ /B2 T IRE! WE/£Y BRI 1R =
& Mass Media Complete SEx TA=

EAFEIEFIHEEI1IZ

EBSCOF& 1M EEEVEEE jegm g

£ il =

EiVilage 2 (Ei Compendex Web) Xig=  EF /15 /RZ/EF Bx/3dE  HRSW0E ca

Fig. 9 Selection of EBSCO in the online database list

3. Click on “link to database” (¥{#}#/%i#:#%) and then on “One-stop search for
all EBSCO host Databases” (Figs. 10-11).
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Shanghal Jiso Tong Uniersity Library

@wx;um.m:,g; R e | Ic* &R &

st 5 S = S | A

L=

iRES=
i B9 > MRESIE > X

EBSCO Academic Source Complete / Business Source Complete / Communication &

Mass Media Comglete o
WRSFR © 1887- Hif&E : EBSCO Publishing SUSESH : =52

SRR . HEERE
HEL910,00014 557, RE, AMFCEES | CREFITEHE19656F, B

FAEFHERE ( Academic Source Complete , [FTRASC ) : GEFHESETRLVIEE, MEHLNF 5 28 EF 55F A
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X, BEDEEST, SH5EF. £MHFE, A NNfEE R4, OBEF, BF. kiR, SEXFSFARRTE. WRT
TA00SZFLEET , 85F 6,100 SEFTTFREFT. BT2S , ZHERERSET 10,0005 FEFIOES FIAE , HIRMSITHET 11,400
F , AEFTECN. BE. LTS  EHERRETEIEHEZ 1865ERPDFEH | £ RS ASBSBERS (FIER ) POF 18
.

Fig. 10 Link to EBSCO database

SHANGHAI JIAOTONG UNIV

AR SRR AURAASC (ASPFHRARS ) o
PEAEIAESE SRS ARABSC ( BSPHHERARE ) adnm
SARERRAS RS

One-stop search for all EBSCOhost Databases

d
I=I EBSCO SiFFEFERE-Nursing Reference Center Dynaméd

@

Scientific & Medical ART Imagebase

b

Fig. 11 Link to one-stop search for all EBSCO database

=~

Choose “Academic search complete” (Fig. 12).
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o Choose Databases Select another EBSCO service
EBSCO

To search within a single database, click the database name listed below. To select more than one database to search,
check the boxes next to the databases and click Continue

Continue

[] select / deselect all

1 Academic S h Comp
Academic Search Complete is the world's most valuable and comprehensive scholarly, multi-disciplinary full-text database, w
more than 7,300 peer-reviewed journals. In addition to full text, this database offers indexing and abstracts for more than 12,£
publications including monographs, reports, conference proceedings, etc. The database features PDF content going back as

native (searchable) PDF format. Searchable cited references are provided for more than 1,400 journals.

[E Title List More Information

[_] Business Source Complete
Business Source Complete is the world's definitive scholarly business database, providing the leading collection of bibliograp
comprehensive coverage offered by this database, indexing and abstracts for the most important scholarly business journals

searchable cited references are provided for more than 1,300 journals.

& Title List More Information .dJ Enhanced Business Searching Interface

[T] Communication & Mass Media Complete

Fig. 12 Academic search complete

5. The main search page is shown in Fig. 13. There are a number of search
functions and limiting options on this page for users to determine how to use
these options when searching for information.

1) At the top of the page are three search boxes which allow multiple,
simultaneous key word searches.

2) Beside them are respective search limits to specify the searches in specific
fields such as author, title, key word, abstract, etc.

3) In the search options below, searches can be limited to articles that the
database maintains as full text articles, to scholarly or peer-reviewed
articles, or to a particular type of resource such as article, abstract or
bibliography.

4) Searches can also be limited to documents published within a certain date
range, to particular publication type such as books. journals or newspaper,
or to a particular language.



