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PREFACE

History of the Collegiate. WEeBSTER’S NEW COLLEGIATE DICTIONARY is an entirely new book
— newly edited and typeset and presented in a new format. It will, however, have for many per-
sons the characteristics of an old friend; for it is but the latest member of the century-old MERr-
RIAM-WEBSTER family. For many years MERRIAM-WEBSTER dictionaries have formed a series,
in which the unabridged dictionary is the parent work and the COLLEGIATE DICTIONARY the
largest abridgment. From each successive revision of the unabridged work new abridged books
have sprung. In 1898 the first edition of the CoLLEGIATE appeared. Its size, appearance,
typography, and, above all, its wealth of material and scholarly presentation quickly won for it
a high place in the regard of both general reader and scholar. In 1gro a second edition appeared,
followed by new editions or revisions in 1916 (the third), 1931 (the fourth), and 1936 (the fifth).
This NEw CoLLEGIATE (the sixth) incorporates the best of the time-tested features of its prede-
Cessors.

Scope and Format. The general content and over-all plan of the previous edition (WEBSTER’S
CoLLEGIATE DICTIONARY, Fifth Edition) have proved so well adapted to the needs of its users that
any attempt to change its essential character and form seemed inadvisable. The editors felt,
too, that there were relatively few entries, both in its main vocabulary and in the special sections,
that could be omitted without loss to the user of WEBSTER’S NEW COLLEGIATE. At the same
time, there were many new terms and meanings, many older terms and meanings of increasing
importance or frequency, many abbreviations, and many proper names that must be added in a
new edition. The problem was how to retain most of the material of the previous work while
adding material essential to the new book without markedly increasing its physical size. The
new format of the present book is the answer. The wider page, with its wider column, has en-
abled the editors to achieve this dual aim within a handy-sized volume.

Typography. The type faces used in this book are those of the NEW INTERNATIONAL, Second
Edition, for which they were carefully chosen, after extensive experimenting, for their appearance
and readability. These type faces have stood the further tests of time and use in the previous

edition of the COLLEGIATE.

The General Vocabulary. Once again the vocabulary of the CoLLEGIATE has been selected to
meet the needs both of the college student and of the general reader seeking clear and accurate,
but not encyclopedic, information. Every entry and every definition of the previous edition has
been reviewed, and many of them have been revised to incorporate additional, often new, infor-
mation or to effect improvements in the former presentation. The definitions have for the most
part been based on the most recent available information contained in the latest printings of the
parent work, WEBSTER’S NEW INTERNATIONAL DI€TIONARY, Second Edition, with such modifica-
tions or adaptations as are required by the smaller scope of the CoLLEGIATE. Wherever they are
needed and, indeed, as freely as possible within the limitations of the space, phrases and sen-
tences have been given that illustrate the definitions. The literary vocabulary contains many
additions, consisting principally of new terms and meanings and some older ones of increased
importance or frequency, the inclusion of which is often the direct result of suggestions from
users of the previous edition. The NEw CoLLEGIATE follows the practice of its predecessors in
including only a limited selection of slang, dialectal, and obsolete terms and meanings. Since
behind the present work are all the vast resources of the NEwW INTERNATIONAL, Second Edition,
containing some 550,000 vocabulary entries, the problem has been one of selection of terms to be
included here.- Usefulness has been the criterion. '

Special Subjects. The greater emphasis on the vocabularies of technical and scientific fields,
which was perhaps the most noticeable difference between the previous edition and earlier Cor-
LEGIATES, has been continued in this NEw CorLLEGIATE. The wealth of information prepared
by the 207 consulting editors for the NEW INTERNATIONAL, Second Edition, has been freely drawn
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upon and a great deal of new material has been added. Many of the new definitions have been
specially prepared or reviewed for the present work by various members of this group of con-
sultants and by others, particularly Dr. Robert A. Hall, Jr., Associate Professor of Linguistics at
Cornell University, Dr. Ralph Harper, Instructor in English at Harvard University, Dr. James A.
Hootman of the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, and Dr. Hans Kohn, Professor
of History at Smith College.

In the selection of newer terms for inclusion in this book the important contributions to the
language resulting from World War II play a major part. Such terms include not only those in
the military field (such as bazooka, blitzkrieg, foxhole, jeep, kamikaze, Panzer, roadblock) but also
those in many other fields, such as aeronautics, chemistry, electronics, nuclear physics, and medi-
cine.

Trade-marks. Public interest in the status, the pronunciation, and the application of many
terms originally coined for use as trade-marks makes such terms a matter of lexical concern. In
a dictionary of this scope, however, it is possible to include only a limited number of those trade-
‘marks most likely to be sought by the average dictionary user. All entries suspected of being
trade-marks have been investigated in the files of the United States Patent Office at Washington,
D. C., and those which the evidence showed to be trade-marks have been defined as such. The
inclusion of a term in this dictionary is not, however, to be taken as an expression of the pub-
lishers’ opinion as to whether or not it is subject to proprietary rights, but only as an expression
of their belief that such a term is of sufficiently general use and interest to warrant its inclusion in
a work of this kind. No definition in this dictionary is to be regarded as affecting the validity of
any trade-mark.

Presentation of Material. Although the presentation of the material conforms to accepted
dictionary practices and will in general offer no difficulty to most users of this book, occasional
details may raise questions requiring precise answer. The editors, with the help of users of the
previous edition, have tried to anticipate and answer all such questions in the section of Explan-
atory Notes, pages xviii-xx. Every user of this book, even the experienced dictionary con-
sulter, will gain much from a reading of these pages.

Order of Definitions. In general the order of definitions follows the practice of the NEw
INTERNATIONAL, where the earliest ascertainable meaning is placed first and later meanings are
arranged in the order shown to be most probable by dated citations and semantic development.
Technical senses, except in a few cases where they are essential elements in this pattern, are
placed after nontechnical senses and are arranged according to the alphabetical order of their
labels (such as Bot., Chem., Med.). This historical arrangement is of especial value to those
interested in the development of meanings and offers no difficulty to the user who is merely
looking for a particular meaning.

Pronunciation. The pronunciations given in this dictionary are based on those of the NEw
INTERNATIONAL, Second Edition, and reflect the large body of firsthand information specially
gathered for that work from scores of persons in all parts of the United States and elsewhere in
the English-speaking world. The pronunciations of the individual entries in the general vocabu-
lary and in the special sections are given in a phonetic alphabet that can be readily understood.
A concise key to this MERRIAM-WEBSTER phonetic alphabet is printed at the front and back of
the book, just inside the covers, where it can be found most easily and quickly. Users particu-
larly interested in pronunciation are urged to read the Guide to Pronunciation (pages vii-xvii),
which not only supplements this key by explaining fully each symbol used in the pronunciations
but also discusses in some detail many general matters of pronunciation. This material was con-
densed by Dr. John S. Kenyon, eminent authority on pronunciation, from the fuller treatment
prepared by him for the NEW INTERNATIONAL, Second Edition.

Etymologies. For vocabulary entries retained from the previous edition the etymologies, with
such changes as are required to reflect recent information, are taken over from that book, for
which they were condensed from those of the NEW INTERNATIONAL, Second Edition. These
etymologies were prepared by Dr. E. E. Thompson of the editorial staff in consultation with
Dr. Harold H. Bender of Princeton University, chief consultant in etymology, who has written
or supervised the writing of the etymologies of new entries as well.
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Synonyms. Brief articles discriminating from one another words of closely associated meaning
have long been a valuable feature of the COLLEGIATE. In the present book the number of these
articles has been increased. The articles, adapted from the fuller treatments in WEBSTER’S
DicTioNARY OF SYNONYMS, were prépared by Miss Rose F. Egan, who had a major part in the
writing of that book.

Pictorial Illustrations. The wide scope of illustrations that was a feature of previous editions
of the CoLLEGIATE has been retained in this new work. Many new illustrations have been pre-
pared especially for this work. In general the aim has been to include illustrations not for their
decorative quality but for their value in clarifying definitions.

Supplementary Features. Except for the section of Foreign Words and Phrases, the material
of which has been incorporated in the general vocabulary of this book, the supplementary fea-
tures of the previous edition have been retained.

The Pronouncing Gazetteer gives the spelling, syllabic division, and pronunciation of over
seven thousand names and continues to provide information on location, political status or
ownership, population, and other statistics (such as length of rivers, height of mountains, area
of political divisions, lakes, etc.) in the concise form familiar to users of the COLLEGIATE.

The Biographical section gives the spelling, pronunciation, given names, dates, nationality, and
a brief indication of achievements or sphere of activity for a selected list of names of persons,
ancient and modern, of general interest. The number of entries has been increased to upwards
of five thousand.

The list of Colleges and Universities, which has proved to be one of the most often consulted
of the special sections of the COLLEGIATE, has been completely revised and its basis of selection
broadened to include a very much larger number of institutions. The pronunciation and syllabic
division of the names of these institutions are given wherever needed.

The lists of Abbreviations and of Given Names have been revised and many entries have been
added.

The section of Arbitrary Signs and Symbols, the Vocabulary of Rhymes, and the several
sections treating Orthography, and Punctuation, Compounds, Capitals, etc., and Preparation
of Copy for the Press have been revised and retained.

Editorial Staff. The editing, checking, proofreading, and similar operations have been carried
out by the trained editorial staff of G. & C. MErrRIAM CoMPANY, many of whom worked not only
on the preparation of the previous edition of the COLLEGIATE but also on the NEw INTERNA-
TIONAL, Second Edition. An exhaustive list of staff members who contributed to this NEw Cot-
LEGIATE, some by performing essential clerical work and others by preparing or reviewing a few
definitions, would serve little purpose; but it would be ungracious not to mention the chief par-
ticipants in various phases of the work. The reviewing and writing of definitions were done by
Dr. Lucius H. Holt, Managing Editor, Mr: Edward F. Oakes, Associate Editor, and the following
Assistant Editors: Mr. Hubert P. Kelsey, Dr. Everett E. Thompson, Dr. Edward A. H. Fuchs,
Dr. Philip B. Gove, Dr. Donald W Lee, and Miss Anne M. Driscoll; pronunciations by Miss
Elsie Mag and Mr. Edward Artin; synonyms by Miss Rose F. Egan; cross-referencing and check-
ing by Miss Ervina E. Foss; proofreading by Mr. Hubert H. Roe and Miss Rita L. Goyette; the
editing of various special sections as follows: Abbreviations by Miss Driscoll, Biographies by
Dr. Gove, Colleges and Universities by Dr. Thompson, Gazetteer by Dr. Thompson, Dr. Lee, and
Miss Foss, Given Names and Rhymes by Miss Egan, Orthography, Punctuation, etc. by Mr. Oakes.

The typesetting and electrotyping have been done by The Riverside Press, whose staff have
once again given their hearty co-operation and have assisted with excellent proofreading.

WEBSTER’S NEW COLLEGIATE DICTIONARY represents the results of the collaborative efforts
of the permanent MERRIAM-WEBSTER editorial staff, with the assistance of others previously
mentioned. It is the product of an organization with the background of more than one hundred
years of continuous dictionary-making experience. It is the latest addition to the MERRIAM-
WEBSTER series of dictionaries which have served successive generations. We offer it to the user
with the conviction that it will serve him well.

John P. Bethel

General Editor.



REFERENCES.

A GUIDE TO PRONUNCIATION

KEY TO THE SYMBOLS USED IN THE RESPELLING
FOR PRONUNCIATION

Numbers following the respelling for

pronunciation of some words in the Vocabulary refer to
sections in this GUIDE.

ACCENTS AND HYPHENS.

The principal accent is indi-

cated by a heavz')mark ("), and the secondary accent by

a lighter mark

P E P PP

- P

(<) o
o7 Mp

an
(2~

o

DB Bk

Som

s oo

, at the end of the syllable. Syllabic

division is indicated by a centered period, except where
this is replaced by an accent mark or by a hyphen used to
join the members of words written or printed with a
hyphen.

ForeIGN sounDs for which no special symbols are pro-
vided are represented by the nearest English equivalents.

ale, ﬁite, 1@’bor, chii’os, cham’ber (§ 5).

in
“ “  chi.ot’ic, fA-tal’i-ty, cor’date (§ 12).
“ “  chre, pAr'ent, com-pAre’, bear, Air (§ 6).
“ “  #dd, Am, fit, Ac.cept’ (§ 7).
“ ¢« dc.count’, in’fdnt, guid’dnce (§ 14).
“ " dHrm, fir, fa’ther, dh, pilm (§ 8).
“ “

ask, grass, dance, staff, path (§ 9).

so’fa, i-de’a, a-bound’, di’d.dem (§ 15).

ba’by, be, bit, bob, but (§ 17).

chair, much; also for tch as in match; for ti as in
ques’tion; for te asin right’eous (§ 21).

as in day, add’ed; also for ed as in robbed (§ 25).

for du as in ver’dure; for deu as in gran’deur (§§ 25, 118).
as éve, méte, se.-réne’, hé’li-om’e-ter (§ 26).

“ ¢ hegre, fear, weird, deer (d¢r) (§ 27).

évent’, dé.pend’, cré-ate’ (§ 35).

énd, éx.cuse’, &éf-face’ (§§ 28, 29).

si’lént, pru/dénce, nov’él (§ 37).

mak’ér, pér.vert’, in’tér.ence (§§ 32, 36).

fill, feel; for ph as in phan’tom, tri’umph; for
gh asin laugh (§ 43).

(always “hard”), as in go, be.gin’; also for gu as in guard;
for gue as in plague; for gh as in ghost (§ 44).

for x as in ex-ist/, ex-act’, ex-am’ple (§ 128).

as in hat, hen, hide, hot, hurt, a-head’ (§ 49).

for wh as in what, why, where (§ 127).

as in 1ice, sight, in.spire’, i.de’a, bi-ol’o-gy (§§ 50, 51).
“ “ Y11, ad-mit’, hab/it, pit’y (pit’T) (§§ 52, 53).
char’i.ty, pos’si-ble, di-rect’, A’pril (§ 54).
joke, jolly; also for “soft” g, as in gem, gi’ant;
for gi and ge as in re-1i’gion, pi’geon; for di as in sol’-
dier; for dg(e) as in edge, judg’ment (§ 59).

as in keep, kick; also for “hard” ch, asin cho’rus, ep’-
och; for “hard” ¢, as in cube; for ck as in pack; for qu as
in con’quer, co-quette’; for que as in pique (§ 60).
(small capital): for ch asin German ich, ach, etc. (§ 60).

for x as in vex, ex’e.cute, per-plex’ (§ 128).

: for qu as in queen, quit, qual’i-ty (§ 91).

late, leg, lip, lot, lull, hol’ly (§ 61).

man, men, mine, hum, ham’mer (§ 64).

nod, man, man’ner; also for gn as in sign (§ 66).
(small capital): without sound of its own, indicates the nasal
tone (as in French or Portuguese) of the preceding vowel, as in
bon (bdN), en’sem’ble (in’sin’bl’) (§ 67).

as in sing, long, sing’er; also for ngue as in tongue;
for n before the sound of k or “hard” g, as in bank, junc’-
tion, lin’ger, sin’gle, can’ker (§ 68).

as in Old, nGte, bdld, he’rd, cal’i-co (§ 69).

“ “  $bey’, té-bac’co, a-nat’S-my (§ 79).

orb, 16rd, Or.dain’; law (18), bought (bdt),
caught (kat), all (81) (§ 71).

as in  Bdd, ndt, tdr'rid, 18r’est, pSs-ter’i-ty (§§73 fi.).

as in
“ ‘“

“ o«

“ o«

pe BEG

B

£

s3ft, d5g, clSth, 13ss, cBst (§ 74).

cdn-nect’, Sc-cur’, co’ldn, cdm-bine’ (§ 80).
oil, nois’y, a-void’, goi’ter (§ 82).

food, mdon, féol, noon; rude (r55d), ru/mor

(r56’mér) (§ 83).

in
“ “

“ o«

“ e

as in foot, wool; put (pdst), pull (pdol) (§ 85).
“ “  out, thou, de-vour’ (§ 86).

“ “  pa’pa, pen, pin, pop, put (§ 83).

“ “

rat, red, rip, rod, hor’rid (§§ 92 fi.); also for rh
as in rho’do-den’dron, rhom’boid.

(always voiceless, or “sharp”), as in sit, this, haste; also for
“soft” e, as in cell, vice; for sc as in scene, sci’ence; for
ss as in hiss (§ 97).

as in she, ship, shop; also for ch as in ma.chine’,
chaise; for ce as in o’cean; for ci as in so/cial; for sci as in
con’scious: for 8 as in sure; for se as in nau’seous; for si
as in pen’sion; for §s as in is’sue; for ssi as in pas’sion;
for ti as in na’tion (§§ 102 ff.).

as in to, talk; also for ed as in baked, capped; for th
as in thyme, Thom’as (§ 104).

(voiced): for th as in then, though, this, smooth,
breathe (§ 107).

(voiceless), as in thin, through, wealth, worth, breadth,
width (§ 107).

for tu as in na’ture, cul/ture, pic’ture (§ 118).

as in ciibe, pire, tiine, lite, di’ty, hii’'man (§§ 112-
114).
as in
“

fi-nite’, for'mii-late, hii.-mane’-(§ 118).

firn, fiirl, con.cfir’; her (h(rr), fern (flrn), fir
(ffir) (§§ 117, 31); for Ger. &, 0e, as in schén (shfin), Goe’-
the (g0’t¥); for Fr. eu, as in jeu (zhf), seul (sil).

as in iip, tiib, stiid’y, tin’der, iin.do’ (§ 116).

“ «  cir'ciis, cau’cits, da’té#m, cir'citm-stance, de’-
mon (-min), na’tion (-shiin) (§ 119).

for German i, as in griin, kiima’mel; for French u, as in
me-nu’ (mé&nii’) (§ 122).

as in van, vent, vote, re.voke’, re.vive’ (§ 123); also
for f as in of.

as in want, win, weed, wood (§ 124); also for u as in
per-suade’ (-swad’) or o as in choir (kwir).

as in yet, yard, yel’low, be.yond’ (§ 131); also for i as
in un’ion (-yin).

as in zone, haze; also for voiced (“soft”) s, as in is,
lives, wise, mu’sic, ears, figs (§ 132); for x as in Xen’o-
phon, xy’lo-phone (§ 128).

for z as in az’ure; for zi as in gla’zier, bra’zier; for s as
in pleas’ure, u’su-al; for si as in vi’sion; for ssi as in ab-
scis’sion; for g as in rouge, mi.rage’ (§ 133).

as in par’don (pidr’d’n), eat’en (€t”’n), e’vil (¢’v]), in-
dicates that the following eonsona.nt is syllabic (§ 38), or, occa-
sionally, indicates combinations, as in
Knut (k’néot).

(vii)



viil A Guide to Pronunciation

THE ALPHABET OF THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC
ASSOCIATION (IPA)

The following symbols have each the sound values shown in the key words. The IPA symbols and words
respelled with them are in square brackets [ ].

CONSONANTS

[p] in peep [0] in cther [tf] in church
[bl_ “ bib [8] *“ either [d3] *“ judge
[m] “ maim [f] « fife [rf “ ryear
[t] “ toot vl “ valve m “s ull
[d] “ deed [s] “ cease [h] “ hail
[n] “ moon [z] “ =zones [wl_ “ wail
[k] “ cook 5] “ mission [hw] “ whale
[g] “ gig (3] “ vision 0l “ you
[n] “ sing

Norte: For convenience in printing, the symbol [g] may be substi-
tuted for [g].

VOWELS
(i] in beet [3] in bird as pro-
[x] “ it nounced in
[e] “ chaotic southern Eng-
[er] * cave land and parts
Et]] « sei of etﬁster?\m and
) “ sal southern er-
[a]l] * father ica (only in
[a] ¢ ask asd often pro- 's)tlm;aed sylla-
nounced in er- es,
ica ([between [se] [¢] “ bird as pro-
and [a]. See§9) nounced by
Eo]] :‘ all, horse tl;e Alo;m].ority
) ¢ sorry as ro- o ericans
nounced in lgng— (only in
land and oiten in s sylla-
America _(between bles)
fol ¢ [ﬂgazpd [o]) [¥] “ better as pro-
o ‘  notation nounc
[ou]l “ go the  majority
[v] o pnlll ?fnl Americans
9 o only in un-
B\l]] - g:;n (used only in stressed sylla-
stressed syllables) bles)

[@] insofa (only in un-
stressed syllables)
Note: [o] is not a symbol of the IPA, which at present has no
unambiguous symbol for the sound.

DIPHTHONGS
[ar] in ice [av] in house [o1] in boy
[ru] in mute: the symbols [ju] are used when the first element is [§]

as in use, instead of [1]
Note: [er] and [ou], given above, are also diphthongs, the usual
sounds of “long a”” and “long o” (see §§ 5, 69).

NON-ENGLISH CONSONANTS
[g] = ch in German ich and Scottish heich “high” [hig], the voice-
less palatal fricative (§ 60).
[x] = ch in German ach and Scottish loch [1px], the voiceless velar
fricative (§ 60).

) NON-ENGLISH VOWELS
[¥lin F rzxsxclhm;;ur, German fiihlen, — the high-front-round vowel

[g] Fr(zrsxclh (_Isreuse, German Goethe, — the mid-front-round vowel
[ee] “ Fnzgclhl 7s)éul, German kénnen, — the low-front-round vowel

The symbols [1, [m], [n], [¥] represent 1, m, n, and r sounds that
form syllables either alone or with nons’yllabic sounds; as [beet’],
bot’ld, kez'm, kez/mz, fet’n, fet’nd, bet’y, bet’yd].

. The colon [:] after a symbol indicates that its sound is long in dura-
tion as compared with that of the unmarked symbol. The raised
period [*] may be used for intermediate length.

The sign [+] after a vowel symbol (as [e+]) indicates a pronunci-
ation of it with slightly raised tongue; [+] (as [e+]), with slightly
lowered tongue; [+] (as [0-+]), with slightly advanced tongue; and
[—] (as [e—1]), with slightly retracted tongue.

SYMBOLS USED TO INDICATE PRONUNCIATION
WITHOUT RESPELLING

To indicate PRONUNCIATION WITHOUT RESPELLING, the table below may be used in connection with

the one on p. vii.

For indicating PRONUNCIATION BY RESPELLING, however, the table on p. vii is com-
plete in itself and is alone used throughout this dictionary.

The table below is to be used only when any letter of a word has a sound that is represented in the table on

p- vii by a different letter.

Thus, in the respelling table s is used for one sound only, that in sin or se.

To show

the z sound of s (as in his) without respelling, the marked s (s) from the table below should be used, — thus, hig.
In the table below, the symbols in parentheses are the cquivalent symbols from the respelling table.

In digraphs, mark only the letter that is to be regarded as sounded, as in break, bréad, yield, veil, etc.
Silent e at the end of a syllable, as in fate, etc., need not be marked. ce, ci, sci, se, si, or ti before a vowel, and im-
mediately after an accented syllable, usually have the sound of sh, and need not be marked. Where desirable,

any letter regarded as silent may be shown as an unmarked italic.

indicated only by respelling.

asin 1i’8r, cow’drd, mus’térd.

“ “ what, was, qual/i-ty.

all, awe, swarm, talk.

au’thor, law.

eight, prey, vein, o-bey’; or
(= &) as in me-lee’.

thére, héir, whére-in’.

ér’mine, e-tér’nal, swérve.

eel, feet, fee’ble, un-seen’.

ewe, dew, hewn; or (= 00) as in
brew.

pique, ma-chine’, po-lice’; or
(= & as in fi-as’co.

vir-gin’i-ty, e-lix/ir; or (= @) asin
irk’some, fir, bird.

wolf, wom’an, wol’ver-ine’

goze, dg, whe, temb.

éth’er, som; or (= %) as in wel’-
coéme, wis’dém.

mi’ndr; or (= i) as in wdrk.

owl, cow’ard, vow’el.

In a few words, the pronunciation can be

Oy, oy (= ol),........ as in oys’ter, boy, roy’al, en-joy’.
U, u(=00),......... “ “ rude, ru’mor, in-trude’.
R C T 1) “ ¢ full, put, push, hand’ful.
(=Y. e “ « iy, sky, style, de-1§’, d§’ing.
L O R “ « yt'tri-a, hymn, 1yr’io.
F =@, ci00n0ne0e “ “ gat’§r, mar’tyr; or (=10) as in

m§yrrh, m§r’tle.
eat, eon-cur’,
gell, vige.
<ho’rus, ech’o, ep’och.
ghaise, ma-ghine’.
get, be-gin’, an’ger.
gem, en’gine.
edge, bridge, badg’er.
an’chor, ink.
is, hag, wig’dom.
ex-ist’, ex-am’ple.

X (N8 . vt et “ “ yex, ex’e-cute.
Ph,ph(=1), ....... “ “ phan’tom, sylph.
Qu, qu (= kw),..... “ ¢ gqueen, con’quest.
Wh, wh (= hw),.... “ “ when, what.
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I. PRONUNCIATION OF MODERN ENGLISH

STANDARD PRONUNCIATION

Standard Pronunciation. The term correct pronunciation is often
used. Vet it is probable that mm&g)l:o use the term would find it
difficult to give a precise and clear ition of the sense in which they
use it. When the essential facts are considered, “correctness of pronun-
ciation” must be a flexible term. It is perhaps as accurate a definition
as can be made to say that a pronunciation is correct when it is in actual
use by a sufficient number of cultivated speakers. This is obviously
elastic, depending both on knowledge — not always obtainable — of
the number of users, and on judgment as to the cultivation of the

speakers.
The standard of English pronunciation, so far as a standard may be
said to exist, is the usage that now prevails among. the educated and.

cultured people to whom the is ve ; but, since some-
what different pronunciations are used by the cultivated in different
regions too large to be ignored, we must franklgeadmit the fact that, at
E t, uniformity of pronunciation is not to be found throughout the

nglish-speaking world, though there is a very large percentage of
practical uniformity.

The function of a pronouncing dictionary is to record as far as
sible the pronunciations prevailing in the best present usage, rather
to attempt to dictate what that usage should be. Inso far as a diction-
ary may be known and acknowledged as a faithful recorder and inter-
preter of such usage, so far and no farther may it be appealed to as
an authority. I

A further factor in the determination of correct pronunciation is the
style of s h, within the same regional form, used for different occa-
sions, The most important of these different styles is what may be
called the cultivated colloquial, which has been aptly termed the style
of well-bred ease. This is the most used of the standard styles, it is
acceptable to every class of society, whether used by them or not, and
its sound system represents the main current of progress, change, and
unification of the lax:g:lage as a whole.

It is unfortunate with some the term colloguial has somewhat
fallen into disrepute, the impression having gained ground that a word
marked “Colloquial” in a dictionary or similar work is thereby con-
demned as not in the best use. See the definition of colloguial in the
Vocabulary. e 3 X

In public worship, especially in reading from the Bible, the Prayer
Book, or similar aul oritative work, the rate of speech is often slower
than in ordinary conversation or normal public utterance. The articu-
lation of consonants is more distinct, and the vowels are often of greater
length. The unaccented vowels are often sounded as if under second-
ary accent, as in vulgate (viil’gat), converse,~v. (kdn.viirs’),
triumvirate (tri-tim’vi.rat), labor (1a’bdr), etc. Such pro-
nunciations with full vowel are confined to solemn or other very de-
liberate style.

§ 1. ACCENT

Accent may be defined as the 'Erominence given to a syllable or a
word which makes it stand out to the attcntion above adjacent syllables
or words. Accent that distinguishes the :ilisbles of words is called
word accent, or syllabic accent. Accent that distinguishes words in
a group is called sentence accent.
e term stress, which in a strict sense means force of expiration, is
commonly-used to mean accent, since it is the principal element of
rominence. For clearness, stress will here be as a general term
or accent (prominence) both of syllables and words; accent will be
used only of word accent, or stress; while the prominence that
distinguishes words in a sense group will here be sense stress
siress, i accent, and emphasis).
Of the various degrees of accent, only the primary (/) and the second-
ary () need be marked.

(other terms being

§ 2. SHIFTING ACCENT

Shl!ﬂnEsAccent. In many words and phrases, chiefly in adjectives
and adverbs, the accent is often variable, being stronger on one syllable
or the other according to the rh of the syllables in the context.
Thus, we say, The room is tight’, but an air’tight’ room’.

In addition to the influence of sense stress and sentence rbhythm, a
number of other causes contribute to shifting and variable accent. One
of the most potent of these is the emphasis of contrast. Such a word
as exte’rior or inte’rior by itself has the accent here marked; but
when contrasted, these become ex’terior and in’/terior. So up’-
stairs’, down’stairs’, when contrasted, become up’stairs/, etc.

Emphasis of i ity also f ly prod shift of accent, as in
ab’solute’ly, emphatic form ab’solute’ly. It is especially common
in adverbs ending in -arily, as ar’/bitrar’ily, nec’essar’ily, etc.
Under emphasis these words are often pronounced ar’bitrar’ily,
nec’essar’ily. . i

a consequence of the various influences mentioned, in actual

speech many words in English have no fixed accent, .

In this dictionary, as a rule, one accentuation is given, together with

a reference (2) to this section. But the accentuation given in ‘words
of this sort may not be more “correct” than the one not given: the
two merely represent different uses of the word, both eq correct.
Usually, compound adjectives are entered in their predicate or absolute
form, with even accent. This is taken as the basic form, as it is in most
cases the original form, from which the attributive form (/) is shifted.
In some instances, however, the unevenly accented form is entered.

§ 3. BRITISH AND AMERICAN ACCENT

British and American Accent. A considerable group of words of
French and Latin origin show 2 historical difference of accentuation in
British and American usage. The most numerous of these are words
ending in - y), -ery (: y), -ory (dormi-
tory). In Old French these words had primary accent on -ar-, -er-,
-or-, and secondary accent on the second syﬂabl:{nfore (nec’essar’ie,
etc.). In English the secondary accent became the main one, and the
former primary became secondar{ (nec’essar’y); or the primary
sometimes fell on the third syllable before the secondary (lab’ora-
tor’y). But recently in southern England the secondary accent has
been dropped, and the more usual British pronunciation is now nés’-
&séri, dor’mitéry, etc. The older Brit.isg pronunciation is, however,
still frequently heard in England, and it is universal in America, except
for the comparatively few instances in which there is recent influence
from British practice. Those Americans who have adopted the newer
pronunciation have usually done so in only a few of the large number
of words of this class so pronotinced in England. In England, on the
other hand, it has affected all the words of the group. re the loss
of the subordinate accent has naturally resulted in the reduction of the

llable that bore it, in some words suppressing it entirely. Hence in

ngland are-often heard the pronunciations mIl’itrY, dYk’sh’nrY,
dr’d’nrY, sdk’rétrl. In a few words the accent has been mov
from the first to the second syllable in British usage, as'in labor’-
‘tll.;x?lés ’lary, corol’lary, thus preserving the unaccented
syl .

In a group of words ending in -ative (appreciative, cumula-
tive, legislative, etc.) often paralleling verbs in -ate, British pro-
nunciation is in a transition state, a subordinate accent, or at least a

vowel, being sometimes retained (admin’is-tra’tive), or the
accent being lost and the vowel obscured, as in cumulative (ki’mii-
lé+tYv). In America such words as a rule have the full vowel and a
subordinate accent; but when the main accent immediately precedes
the syllable in which the a occurs, and in a few other words, the syllable
is also reduced in American use (démdn’strativ, dfr’ mativ).

In the small group of words ending in -meony, usage differs in
England and America as in those in -ary; as, testimony (Brit.
tés’timiini, Amer. t&s’timd’nY).

In a few other words British practice tends to one accent and an
ol vowel where America has two accents and a fuller vowel; as,
melancholy (Brit. mél’ank#ll, Amer. m&Va@nkdsl’i), necro-
mancy.

In compound names in -berough (or -burgh), -bury (or -bery),
British practice usually obscures or drops the vowel of the next to the
last syllable, as in Searborough (-biir#; -br#). Sometimes an alter-
nating rhythmical secondary accent is heard with full vowel, as in
Canterbury (k#n’térbérY; -bri; or -bérf). In compounds with
-berry (strawberry) the pronunciation -bér; -brY is there the rule,
though sometimes -b&r'l is heard. In the eastern United States some-
times the same obscuration is heard in strawberry, blackberry, etc.,
but in the country as a whole the full vowel is used (stré’bér’Y).

§ 4. STRESSED AND UNSTRESSED
MONOSYLLABLES

Stressed and Unstressed Monosyllables. Prepositions (at, for,
from, to, etc.), auxiliary and copulative verbs (am, are, can, has,
must, etc.), conjunctions (and, but, or, than, etc.), pronouns (he,
her, me, your, etc.), and occasiom.[ly some other words, under the
conditions of sense stress may receive any degree of stress from the low-
est to the highest. Accordingly the vowels of these words vary from
the full and “proper” sound suggested by the spelling to an obscure
sound. Note the sounds of to in the natural utterance of the sentence
It began to move to and fro. In normal speech the unstressed
to is here pronounced ti, while stressed to is t6o. Such words, though
having onll; one spelling form as a rule, in actual speech have one stressed

ronunci:htion and one or mm ;ms 2 pronungg‘tiions, —_ t.lu:f ?Jxlfe-
erence, though really marl often passing unnoti because o
identity of spelling and similarity of meaning.

The stressed form is always used when the word is mentioned alone,
not as partof a it is theref 'y, in order to pronounce
an unstressed form, to use it naturally, as if unconsciously, in a
clause, or sentence; if pronounced by itself the stressed form will inevi-
tably be spoken. Most of the words have more than one unstressed
form, depending on the style of s&;«h, partly on the Freceding
and following sounds, and partly on the rhythmic succession of syllables

in the context.
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II. THE SOUNDS OF SPOKEN ENGLISH

A

§ 6. & as in fate, Ale, mAk’er, etc., is commonly called “long a.”
In standard English, & is not usually a pure, or simple, sound, but is a
diphthong, with several closely similar varieties, often beginning with
the tongue a little higher than for & (as in mét) and moving toward Y
(as in Xt). The second element, or vanish, of the A sound appears in
accented syllables in both England and America when the sound is final

members of this group, there is in some words an especially strong tend-
ency to use a vowel other than &, and in other words an especially strong
tendency to use & rather than another vowel. The first tendency is in-
dicated in the vocabulary by the two variants #, & in that order (cf.
aunt), the second tendency by &, & in that order (cf. Mass).

_The following are the chief English words and word elements marked
with & in this dictionary: '

or before voiced consonants, as jn day, ale. But in America, before | advance ’ distaff i
voiceless consonants it is usually not prominent and is sometimes lack- :dva.ntaga g:.?xt draft g&ph gﬂu
ing, as in hate. In unaccented syllables, especially before vowels, the | aft(er) casket draught prance
vanish may be absent in both England and America (cha-ot’ic). t enchant m raft
The sound (@) is also ofherwise variously represented in the ordinary | answer caste example halve rafter
spelling, as in pain, day, break, veil, obey, and exceptionally in | ask caster,-or fast lance
gaol, gauge. i i aunt castle fasten last An{gar
§ 6. 4 as in cdire is a relatively long vowel formerly identical with | avalanche chaff flask lath le(r)
the & sound, but grad lowered by the influence of a following r | bask chancel France laugh :ﬂ
to a more open front sound, reaching and passing below the position %or basket chancellor Frances -mand shan’t
& in véry. : i . | bath chancery  Francis mask slant
. The & sound may be described as a front vowel lying in tongue posi- | behalf chandler gasp mast staff
tion between the & in véry and the & in m#&n. Two principal varieties | blanch chant ghastly master stanch
exist in standard speech; one somewhat nearer acoustically and organ- | Blanch(e) clasp - giraffe nasty supplant
ically to & than to #, and the other decidedly nearer to # than to &. | blast class glance pass tlzkp
Both varieties are widespread in England and America alike, often | branch craft glass past trance
occurring with different speakers in the same locality. brass dance) graft pastor vantage
The typical occurrence of & is in accented syllables formerly (17th | calf t path vast

century) containing a long & sound, of various origin and spelling,
beforer, asin aware, fare, there, bear, chair, prayer, vary, fairy,
various, etc.; and many longer words, as precarious, barbarian.

. As stated above, the pronunciation of these words is not uniform
in cultivated s . In America & may still be heard in vary, bar-
barian, and in names like Sarah, Mary. Some speakers use a
lengthened & sound in Sarah, Hungarian, vary (nearly like very),
Mary (nearly like merry), while in such words as spare, compare,
g::y &uieo the lower soun ﬂ, as also in wiry, by analogy of awire,

wire.

When the vowel is followed by r and another vowel in longer words,
the tendency (in America, at least) is toward the short & sound in popu-
lar words, as in Maryland (mér’i-ldnd), necessary (nés’é.s L

For those words (barbarian, etc.) that may be pronounced with
either @ or &, the marking & is used in this dictionary as conforming
to the more general tendency to lower the vowel. In Latin words, how-
ever, the older @ is retained in accord with the customary more formal
and somewhat artificial pronunciation of Latin words and phrases and
technical terms: lares (1a’réz).

Other spellings for & are seen in there, pear, air, helir, prayer,
e’er.

§ 7. # asin hiit, biick, rin’dom, par’ity, etc., is commonly called
“short a.” Its spelling is almost invariably a, exceptionally ai, asin

plaid.

The standard sound & is low-front, the mouth being nearly or quite
as wide open as for @ in ért, but the tongue somewhat farther forward
and the front (but not the tip) elevated instead of the back, as it is
(though less) for &. This is the sound often popularly called “flat a,”
with reference to certain supposed acoustic qualities, in contrast to
“broad a,” as in father.

§ 8. & occurs in #rm, fir, fi’ther, ih, &lms, pilm, with equiva-
lent spellings in hearth, ser/geant, and exceptionally in memoir
(mém’war; -wor). 3 N .

This sound is classed by some phoneticians as mid-back (unrounded),
i. e., made with the back of the tongue in a position midway between
high and low, and with the lips not rounded. Others, however, class it
as low-back. The Southern British & is, however, pronounced with the
tongue somewhat farther forward than for the usual American &.

In Southern British and with some Americans the & sound occurs
also in such words as chaff, path, grass, ask, chance, can’t, etc.
For further treatment, see § 9. ) . .

In the larger part of America and Canada the & sound is used in
many words spelled with o, as top, doll, etc.,, and in words like
what, want, etc., with w before a (see §§ 11, 73). i

The stressed & sound in all words except those spelled with o (top)
is now a relatively long sound. v

The symbol & is also used to represent a shorter & sound in unac-
cented syllables, as in #r.tis’tic, cidr-toon’; or partly accented sylla-
bles, as in ér’ti-fi’cial, etc.

§ 9. The symbol & is used in the representation of the pronunciation of
certain words in this dictionary. Most such words have & as the final-
syllable vowel symbol, immediately followed by the consonant sound f,

In foreign words, & represents a sound whose quality is very much
like that o%nthe & described in the third paragraph of this sccti?;.

§ 10. aasin all, talk, swarm, quar’ter, etc. — otherwise sx')ellcd
as in haul, caught, draw, awe, and exceptionally in U’tah,
Ar’kansas (-s8) — is equivalent to 8in 8rb, born (see § 71), and the
symbol & is used in the respelling for pronunciation, however the sound
ma&bc ordinarily spelled; thus, all (1), talk (tok), etc.

hen a (&) occurs in unaccented syllables it is briefer; as in aus-
tere’, al-though’, au-thor’ity. Thesymbol & is used both for the
short and the long sound. The short O is the same in quality as accented
&, higher in tongue position than & in 8dd and more lip-rounded.
§ 11. a as in was, what, wan’der, wal’low, swan, qual’i-ty,
tc., is equivalent to & (8dd, ndt) (§ 73), and is represented in the re-
spelimg in this dictionary by &; thus, was (wdz), etc.

a as in any, Thames = &; sce 28.

§ 12. 4 as in chi-ot’io, fa-tal’i-ty, vi-ca’tion, #.sex’u-al, and
numerous adjectives or nouns in -ate, as cor’date, du’pli-cite,
represents a sound called “half-long a,” with reference to its a-like
quality, not to its quantity, or duration, which is short. This sound
occurs in syllables without primary or secondary accent, with t');lir
enough accent (not usually marked) to preserve a recognizable & qual-
ity of the vowel, as in bi-fur’cate, adj., du’pli-cite, adj. or n. In
standard pronunciation the a in words like duFlicate, graduate
(n.or adjs’ varies from a recognizable & sound toi. Hence the symbol
ain such cases may in practice represent a range of pronunciation from
ato¥. The symbol & conveniently distinguishes adjectives and nouns
like duplicate, graduate, etc., from the corresponding verbs, which
have the full & sound (du’pli-cate, grad’u-ate, etc.). In some of
the nouns or adjectives'an X is usual in familiar speech (dél’e.git,
di/pli-kYt; see § 13).

§ 13. In many words, a in a similar situation to the a in cor’diite,
as for example in cottage, is unaccented and is regularly pmnounced
as X; so in village (vIl’ij), savage (sév’ij), homage (hdm’Yj).
So -ace = Ys, as in palace, preface, furnace; and -ate = it,asin
climate, prelate, separate, adj., etc. In some such endings many
speakers replace I with @&, as in immediate (Y-meé’di-at).

ai and ay in final syllables are likewise often ‘);onounced Y in some
familiar words, as in always (81’wXz), and regularly in the days of the
week, Monday (miin’di), etc. Saturday and yesterday are oc-
casionally pronounced s#t’ér-di, yés’tér-da, but ordinarily are
sit’er.dl, yés’tér.dl. But when -day has a secondary accent, it is
da’ (work’day’, week’day’). American pronunciation often retains
@ or & where British us 1, asin delegate.

Unaccented ia is soun i in parliament (also &), marriage,
and often, in colloquial speech, in miniature.

§ 14. & in unaccented initial syllables, ending in a consonant in the
spel.linf, as in @b-hor’, ab-surd’, ac-count’, ac-crue’, etc.; and in

closed syllables, as in loy’dl, va’cant, mad’am, myr‘i-ad,
is more or less obscured in ordinary speech, becoming almost or quite
the same as the @ in so’fa, l-do’nré 15). There is considerable varia-
tion according to the style of speech used, whether very formal or famil-

8, th, or v (staff (s], pass[ed], path, halve[s]) or by an n-initial ¢

up (branch, chance); or have a as the vowel of a nonfinal syllable, fol-
med by th (rather) or by a consonant group of which the first member is
1, s, m, or n (after, plaster, e, answer). In English (but not in for-
eign) words, & is a symbol with a multiple value, standing for at least
three distinct variants that may be h in the I-fngl_lsh-speskmg world
as a whole. The use of & is thus a space-saving device,

By probably more than 90% of American speakers, & words are pro-
nounced with the vowel sound that would be indicated by the symbol &
in the same environment or context. _

Often in the speech of eastern New England, less often in the speech of
New York City and of Richmond (Virginia), and rarely in other parts of
the United States, the & words are pronounced with a sound that1is inter-
mediate between the sounds & and &. L.

In Southern British speech the sound usually heard for & is much the
same in quality as, and much the same in quantity as or longer than, the
vowel usually heard in the United States in ?ai.rs like card and cod from

ers who have identical or similar vowels in such pairs.

With speakers who have a sound other than # in some but not all

iarly collog; Hence as no single symbol can exactly express each
variety of sound, the symbol & is used to suggest a variable sound be-
tween the limits of @& in so’fa and # in ag’itate, tending, however, in
the maiori:t[y of words, and especially in familiar speech, to neutral
vowel @. The symbol & is also used in some open syl.laf)lm where it is
desirable to suggest a tend_gx:tcly toward the & sound, as in the first a of
pha-ryn’geal (fd@rin’je-al). $

Between certain consonants, articulated in the same or nearly the
same place in the mouth, this & sound may disappear entirely, as in
mor’tal, Sa’tan, where in ordmaela/ speech the final consonant usually
follows immediately after the preceding one without any vowel what-
ever. Sincein most cases, h , it is possible to pr the vowel,
such words are often marked with both pronunciations (mor’tdl,
-t’]; sa’tén, -t’n).

§ 15. a as in d-bound’, ca-rouse’, di’a-dem, so’fa, i-de’a, etc.
occurs in open unaccented syllables, including such as the first one of
a-bridge’, in which two consonants begin the following syllable. In all
:gle; g(fi cultivated speech @ has the sound of the neutral vowel.

0 3
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au
§ 16. The digraph au ly spells the sound & (186rd, law), as in
aught, caught, luﬁ,ﬂ::c. When followed by m (haunt,
launch, laundry), it is pronounced # by many speakers, and this
is given as an alternative pronunciation in this dictionary. The words
:\z;l;)md laugh are never pronounced with &, but with &, &, or

aw
The digraph aw, pronounced as 8 (8rb), is now the usual form finally
and bdésr:n 1, and n; as in law, hawk, lawn,

§ 17. b as in boy, cab, ebb, rob’ber, a’ble, etc., is the voiced bi-
labial oral stop oorrslion ing to P, the voiceless bilabial oral stop, and
to m, the voiced bilabial nasal continuant. All three are lip sounds.
b is usually silent after m in the same syllable, as in bomb, ¢limb,
thumb, etc. On the other hand, a sounded b is excrescent in many
words between mx and 1 or er, as in thimble, timber. In debt,
doubt, subtle, b is silent. Initial b before other consonants than 1
(blue), r (brig) is silent (bdellium).

In ish, b initially and after m or nisa lipstop, there being little
or no explosive action after it. Medially, esp. between vowels, it is
usually not a stop, but a bilabial fricative, a voiced sound e with
the lips (but not the tongue back) shaped as for English w, and some-
what resembling English v, which is a labiodental sound. n fact, the
two sounds and their spellings are sometimes interchanged; cf. Havana,
Habana; Cordova, Cordoba. In this dictionu{hSpanish band v

when initial or after m or n are indicated by b in the respelling, and
medial b and v are transcribed as v.
C

§ 18. ¢ spells three “soft” sounds and one “hard” sound: (1) The
voiceless 8 sound before e, 1, or y, as in cede, civil, cypress, force;
for this sound it is res) with 8, as cit’y (sYtY). It is sometimes
written ¢, when not beforee, 1, or y,asin 1 e, regularly so for pro-
nunciation without respelling (gIt’y). (2) The voiceless sh sound, as
in vicious, ocean, oceanic, in which the ¢ is combined with the 1 or
© (see § lOé). (3) Rarely, the voiced z sound, as in one pronunciation

sacrifice, suffice (-fiz).

§ 19. cis “hard,” i. e., = k, before any letter but e, 1, y, or h (see ch)
and when final, as in can, cup, cry, act, arc, picnie, picnicker;
exceptionally in sceptic, scirrhous. cc before e, 1 is pronounced ks
(success, vaccinate); cc is pronounced k wherever ¢ would be so
sounded (lwoord, accrue). E .

20. cissilentin czar and its derivatives, and in indict, victuals,
muscle, scene, etc.

ch

§ 21. This digraph has four sounds in English: (1) ch, (2) j, (3) sh,
(4) k. — (1) The most frequent (ch) is approximately t + sh. Though
it is disputed whether ¢h is one or two sounds, in practice it functions
as a single speech sound, as in church. It is the voiceless correlative
of voiced j. In most native words ch has the sound ch, as in child,
chin, much. It is also (except initially) spelled tch (satchel, catch,
watch, etc.), chiefly after a short vowel; ti (question); te (right-
eous); and t before u (nature); see § 118. X

(2) ch has been voiced to j in certain unaccented syllables. It is so

rly in the traditional pronunciation of -wich in English place
names: Greenwich (grin’ij), Norwich (ndr’Yj). In knowledge,
cabbage, partridge, the spelling has conformed to the sound. In
i h it is pr d ch or j.

§22.3) In roa.n words from modern French, ¢h has the sh sound,
as in chagrin, machine, mustache, etc. some words bor-
rowed early, as chivalry, association with modern French has intro-
duced sh for the historically correct ch. In champaign (level coun-
try) British still keeps the pronunciation chimpan, while in America
the Frenchified pronunciation is usual (shimpan).— The sh sound
of ch is indicated without respelling b,y ch.

23. (4) ch has the “hard” sound of K in most words from Greek,
either directly or through Latin, as in_chorus, echo, epoch; an
from Hebrew, as Chaldea, Enoch. But some that entered Anglo-
Saxon, or came from Old French popular forms, have the ch sound, as
church, archbishop, archduke, cherub, chart, Rachel; but
k is the sound in archangel, architect, architrave. — “Hard”
oh (= k) is indicated without respelling by eh. i

In Italian, ch before e and i represents k. In some words from foreign
languages, the corresponding c¢h has a fricative sound. (See § 60.)

1‘ 24.ch )is silent in drachm, schism, yacht, fuchsia (common
olant name).

§ 25. d as in day, bed, hard, robbed is the voiced tongue-point
alveolar oral stop, corresponding to t, its voiceless correlative. Both are
togzu%-a;iomh )sounds. the contact in English being on the upper teeth-
ridge (alveoli).

'he spelling d represents a t sound after a voiceless consonant in the
samesyllable, as in dropped, talked, puffed, etc. The past and past

iciple of dream, learn, spell are pronounced either drémt
&129), Ifirnt, spélt, or drémd, IQrnd, spéld. Pronunciations with
d are always spelled -ed but those with t are spelled either -ed or -t.

In c, poetic, or solemn style, the -ed sound is often retained, as
in belov’ed brethren, etc. o

d isregularlysilent in handkerchief, handsome, and, in informal
speech, in grandfather, grandma, etc. Wednesday is ordinarily
pronounced wénz’dY.

d is talized before i and u in words like soldier, verdure
(s3)’jér, vlr’/dir); see § 118,

dg, dge, see g, § 45.

X1

E

§ 26. 8as in &ve, b8, méte, etc., is the high-front-tense vowel com-
monly known as “long e.” This sound is formed with the tongue in
nearly the same position as for ¥ (§ 52), but slightly raised and more
tense, with the highest part of the tongue farthest forward and nearest
the front (or ) palate of any of the English vowels. The sound &
occurs only in syllables of some stress, as in keep’er, réclothe’ (cf.

§ 35). Itis also otherwise variously represented in the ordinary spelling,
as in feet, beam, de-ceive’, peo’ple, key, Cae’sar, ma-.chine/’,
A N e féns. drgar’y, witrd the high-f (o
. §in hére, fgar, dréar’y, wgird, etc., is the high-front-lax (or
lowered) vowel when followed by an r sound, and corresponds n
to X when followed by an r sound. Just as the tongue position of long &
is lowered to 4 in cfire by a following r (§ 6), so @ is lowered to @ in
h@re by the r. As with the sounds & and 4, dictionaries till recently
made no_distinction between & and &, though the difference between
the vowels of he and here is now obvious.

The words hero, Nero, zero are pronounced either with § or with &.
_ In the pronunciation of Latin words (technical terms, etc.) the older
) zsd.often retained before r, while in the Anglicized adjective the @ is
use:

In a few words, some speakers lower the & as in words where r fol-
lows, asin _I’daa and derivatives, real and derivatives, often pronounced

l-dci;d, rg’al.
The vowel @ is spelled as in deer, dear, drear’y, mere, bier,
weird, fa-kir’ (fa-ker’).

§ 28. & as in &nd, pét, &r'ror, etc,, is the mid-front-lax vowel,
slightly lower and laxer than & (ale), commonly called “short e” but
varying considerably in actual length, as, e.g., between pé&t and sénd
or wéll. Itisotherwisespelled in heifer, leopard, friend, Aetna, .
asafoetida, feather, bury, any, Thames, said, says.

§ 29. Unaccented short & in initial syllables of such words as ex-
cuse’, en-large’, es-teem’ varies from a recognizable & sound to an X
sound. Obscuration toward the neutral vowel is also not infrequent
amegﬁ good speakers both in America and England, as &-f&kt’.
medial syllables also, where a deliberate pronunciation often shows &,
as in con’cén-trate, con’stél-1a’tion, obscuration takes place in
ordi h, as kdn’sté.1a’shiin.

30. t was formerly a short & also occurs in unaccented final
syllables, as in stream’let, Es’sex, kind’ness, small’est, col’lege;
very often in the plural or the possessive case of nouns ending in a s;b—
ilant (s, z, sh, etc.), as hors’es, match’es, Al’ice’s, etc.; in the
person si r of the present tense of verbs, as push’es, urg’es,
etc.; in verbs and adjectives like stat’ed, four—leg’ged, etc.; and in
breth’ren, kitch’en, wom’en, wool’en (for another sound of final
-en, see §§ 37 ff.). These words vary in pronunciation of the e from &
toY. In stream’let, Es’sex the &sound is often heard in deliberate or
formal s , but Y in more familiar speech, some speakers using ¥ in
both styles. In the endings seen in kind’ness, small’est, hors’es,
AVige’s, urg’es, stat’ed, and in -en of the words given above, the
sound of e in the familiar type of educated speech has long been 1.

Some words, however, are gronounced with the neutral vowel in the
best s, , as claret (klir’ét), diet (d1’8t); so with -e- in a medial
syllable, as in piety (pi’é-tY), etc.

§ 31. ein fern, err, herd, verge, er'mine, in-fer’ is identical
gth_ fiin firm (§ 117), by which it is represented in respelling in this

ctionary.

When an originally short & is followed by r and a vowel, it usually
retains the short & sound, as in v&r’y, pér’il.

§ 32. Cf. § 36. The sound & in the unaccented syllables of mak’er,
ev’er, rev/er-ent, per-form’, in’fer-ence, cav’ern — otherwise
spelled as in li’ar, e-lix’ir, ac’tor, au’gur, sur.prise’, pres’sure,
glam’our, zeph’yr — is the unaccented vowel corresponding to

(§ 117).

In a large number of words the unaccented sound ér is variously
spelled with -ar, -er; -ir, -or, -our, -ur, -yr. The final esg'llablw of
bak’er, 1i’ar, sail’or, au’gur, na’dir, etc., are sounded with

the
same vowel €r, which is established by long usage, unaffected by the
various spellings.

§ 33. e in sergeant = d. & before r final or followed by a con-
sonant formerly often had the sound of & (drm). A large number of
words like smart, dark, starve, darling, barn, Clark, etc., were
formerly spelled with er and pronounced &r (as in mérry). In most
such words the spelling has also been changed from er to ar along with
the sound change from &r to @r. But in some words the old spelling
with er remains, as Derby, Berkeley, Berkshire, clerk, etc.
England the normal pronunciation (ddr’bY, birk’ly, etc.) is still used in
these words, but a recent spelling pronunciation with ir is often substi-
tuted, esp. by those less familiar with them, — commonly so in America.
Heart, hearth, hearken have a modified earlier spelling. In Clark
the changed spelling has preserved the &, while in clerk (the same word)
sEll)ellmg won the day for Qr in America, and with some speakers in

ngland. Several words have double spellings, and sometimes double
pronunciations, as clerk, Clark; person, parson; Kerr, Carr;
sergeant, Sargent; etc.

§ 34. ein there, where, spelled also as in their, etc. (§ 6), occurs
only before r,and is identical with 4 in elre, by which it is represented
in the m:elling in this dictionary. It is indicated without respelling
by & (thére). N

§ 35. Unaccented & in &vade’l cré.ate’, délin’é-ate, etc., is
shorter than @ in €ve. Thissound in formal or public speaking ster is
often a high but very brief &, as in a’the-ist, but in colloguial s h,
and often in formal speech, it regularly becomes indistinguishable in
common words from ¥, as in Illu’sion. In some familiar words the ob-
scyration of & goes even farther, to the neutral vowel &, as in society
(s6-s1/2.tY), necessary (nés’é.sér'y). 4

§ 36. Unaccented e before r, as in mak’@r, is of the same quality
as accented e in fern, but shorter and laxer. Cf. §§ 31, 32.

_When & is sounded by itself, with no r sound, it is the same sound,
with skﬁht variations, as some other unaccented vowels; as, a in sofa,
ein fallen, i in terrible, etc.
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Words containing the sound &r can be marked without respelling thus:
1i’&r, elix’ir, ac’tdr, zeph’yr, etc.

§37.&asin oonodntrato, angél, momént, quiét, systém is
obscured in varying degrees in ordinary speech. In the great majority
of everyday words, unaccented e before n or 1, and in many words in
other unaccented position, asin quiét, prqprlbty, is obscured to the
neutral vowel in colloquial speech. But as in some cases like concen-
trate the e may have the sound of & without artificial effect, the symbol
italic & may indicate a sound varying from & to the neutral vowel — the
latter in the great majority of words. Most words in final -en have the
?bscure }rowel, as fmghém fallén, except a few words in which it is

T y p In, as wopol (wool’in) (§ 30), or is quite
silent, as in bitten (bYt’’n) (§ 38).

§ 38. Unaccented e before mor 1 often disappears entirely, leaving n
or 1 to form a syllable alone or with another consonant; as in eaten
(ét”’n), garden (giir'd’n), model (mdd”’1), vessel (v&s”’l). Such
syllabic consonants are indicated in Webster symbols by an apostrophe
before the consonant. When the apostrophe is used, there is no vowel
whatever in the syllable. In some words, however, the syllable may be

ronounced either with or without a vowel, as in deafen, freshen,

ushel,chapel, which areaccordingly marked déf’ém, -"n; ch#ip’él,

-?1; etc. In many such cases the two pronunciations are possible where

only one is given; and where both pronunciations are given for a main

md, sbol:etxma only one is given for its derivatives, though both are
wal

§ 39. e as a consonant. When unaccented e is closely followed by
another vowel having slightly more stress, there is formed a rising diph-
thong with a consonant ysound (or “consonantal” ¥) as its first element.
A preceding t, d, 8, or Z sound is often palatalized (esp. in the common
words) by the y element to ch, §, or sh, as in righteous (ri’chiis),
grandeur (grin’diir; collog. -jér), ocean (5’shdn). In some
cases & remains a syllabic vowel, as in Gideon (gid’€.#&n); but often
either pronunciation may occur, as in hideous (hYd’&.is; hid’yiis),
piteous (pit’e-us; pit’y#s); but after w (aqueous) or a conspnant
+ r (vitreous) the y sound is not heard (a’kwe-as, v]t're-igg,
though it may occur after r alone, as in calcareous (kil-kar’/é.sis;
-kAr’yiis). Cf.§58. See § 121.

§ 40. e silent. e is frequently silent at the end of a word. Final e
is now written: (1) to show the vowel long, as cane, méte, hope (cf.
oin, mét, hdp) ; (2) toshowa preceding cor g “‘soft,” asin lace, rage
(cf. lac, rag); (3) to show 1 or r syllabic after other consonants, as in
apple (ip"l); (4) to follow certain consonants or groups that are not
usually written at the end, as in live, nurse, pulse, bronze; (5) for
various traditional reasons (as a former long vowel, etc.), as in ome,
done, fertile, etc.

The e in -ed of the past and past rticigcs of verbs is now silent
except after tor d (stated, noeded‘%a30), hough sometimes sounded
in try or solemn style (§ 25). It is also silent in the ending -es of
verﬂe(goes) andsosfo;muns (stomnes), except after sibilants (tosses,

horses, etc.; see

ee
§ 41. ee usually spells & (&ve), as in see, meet, etc. Before r it is
lowered to § (h@re), as in deer, cheer, etc. (§ 27). In been, it has
been shortened to bXn, the standard stressed and unstressed form in
America. Many ish speakers use stressed bén and unstressed bin;
others use bén or ‘bIn for both. In some other words also ee has been
shortened to ¥, as in breeches, steelyards, sick, rick (formerly
seek, reek), tixough spelling pronunciation tends to restore @ in those
still spelled ee.

el, ey

§ 42. el spells & (éve), as in conceive, leisure; & (ile), as in
deign, rein, etc.; before r, & (cére), as in heir, their. When final,
the spelling is usually ey, asin obey, they, etc. Unaccented el, ey are
sounded ¥, as in forfeit (f8r’fit), sovereign, money (miin’y).
Words containing this
without respelling as in de-géive/, rein.

For eu, ew, see ii.

F

y !eft, ouff, etc., is the voiceless lip-teeth fric-

§ 43. fasin fame,
ative e b the breath out between the lower lip
and the upper teeth. Its voiced correlative is v (vine). It is also

ed in native E words with gh, as in laugh, cough. In
reek derivatives it is-spelled ph, as in phantom, photograph,
telephone, etc., and, imitation, in nephew, for older nevew,

neffewe. In of the f is pronounced v.

G

This letter spells three sounds: X
§ 44. (1) “Hard” g, asin gay, g0, egg, the voiced tongue-back velar
to k, its voiceless correlative, and to ng, the voiced

stop corresponding
velar nasal continuant. All three are tongue-back

tongue-b: velar

sounds, the back of the tongue, by contact with the soft te, or velum,

closing the air e mouth. For g and k the nasa
is also the raised velum, while for ng it is open.

passage is

In modern English g is “hard”: (a) Always when final: beg, drug;
and in derivatives from such words: begging, druggist, w! “g,1s
doubled to distinguish between, e.g., ragged (réig’#d) and raged
(rajd). (b) Before a, 0, u, or aconsonant in the same syllable: game,
g0, gun, lingual, bags (except in the British gaol, gaoler). (c) In
words of Germanic origin before ¢ and i: get, give, and in some words
of doubtful origin, as bogy; and usually when doubled (muggy,
buggy, lagging). (d) Ina few Hebrew words, as ge’rah, Gideon.
For and gzh spelled x, see under X.

< ” g is also s gh (ghost), gu (guard, guest), -gue
(plague). It isindicated in respelling plain g, as in exist (&g-
l.lst’ﬂl and without respelling by g (gun).

§ 45. (2) “Soft” g= J (§59). g usually is soft in Latin or Romance
derivatives before e, i, y: gem, engine. At the end of a word this

when sounded & or & may be marked | This

sound is usually spelled -ge, -dgo (rage, judge); at theend of a

ble also by dg (badg’er, judg’ing). Like voiceless dg oﬂ:;

after short vowels (edge, etc.). “Soft” g does not begin native words.

It is respelled with j in this dictionary, and may be represented without
% by &, as in #zem, engine.

46. (3) gas in French mirage = zh. This sound occurs in a few
recent French words not fully Anglicized; as rouge (réozh),
garage, etc.

§ 47. f is now silent before final m or n (diaphragm, sign,
benign); inflectional endings do not affect it: diaphragming
(-frim/Yng); but in such derivatives as diaphragmatic, signal,
bealjfng{, g is sounded (-friig-m#t/Yk, s¥g’/ndl). It is also silent
initially before n (gnat, gnaw). For g in the digraph ng, see § 68.

gh
48. ghin aghast, ghastly, ghost is a useless spelling for “hard”
g (go). in other Engfish words gh has either become silent (hl;h,

bought, caught, eight, bough) orchanged to f (draught, laugh,
cough, rough). In hough, shx)s sounded k. InIrish lough, etc.,
gh'is like Scottish ch.

H

§49. h in hate, home, behave, etc., is often called the aspirate,
because it is made with a breathing sound, It is usually voiceless, but
sometimes voiced when between vowels. The h sound occurs only at
the beginning of syllables, and before vowels, or W, as in where
(hwtasﬁt , or ¥, as in huge (hyodoj), never at the end of syllables or
words.

In native English words at the beginning of accented syllables, even
if only sligl:;ly accented, h is soundh:(fl in standard ish whenever it is
spelled (har’dy, be-hoove’, green’house’).

Words that came from Old French into English had no h sound,
though the h was often spelled, as hospital, hest, exhort, herb.
humble, humor, hour, etc. in the 18th century there wasa ual
adoption of the h sound where it was spelled in such words. most
popular of the words, how , as h t, h , heir, hour, were
in too frequent use to gain the h, and are still without it. Others still
waver in general usage, as herb, hostler, homage, humble,
humor, hotel. Those that lost the letter h are still without the sound,
as able (OF. (h)able), ostler, arbor “bower.”

h sound has been dropped at the beginning of most unaccented
syllables, as in shepherd (shép’/érd), Durham (dfir’é&m), fore-
head (18r/8d), vehement (vé’é-mént), vehicle (v&/i-k’1), etc. In
many such words spelling pronunciation has partly restored the h sound.

In the unstressed forms of he the h is regularly silent in ordinary
speech, as in They said (h)e would; They met (h)er; Isaw (h)is
father; etc. At the beginning of longer words, as histor’ical, he-
red’itar’y, h is commonly pronounced. But e and sentence
rhythm vary, so that either a or an is written before such words: a
historical, an hereditary, etc.

§ 50. 1 as in Ice, time, child, might’y is commonly called “lon
1.” Itis alsospelled as in vie, rye, height, eye, aisle, l:ly “yes,” skyg,
buy, choir. This diphthong 1 varies somewhat in both its elements.
The last part is often nearer to & to X. The diphthong in standard
American and British speech is virtually the same, with the first element
like the & of ask as sounded in New England and in many British local
dialects. A form with the first element the & in féther is also common
in both countries. :

§ 51. “Long 1” when not under the main accent, as in i-de’a, bi-ol’-
ogy, dl-utn;:leﬁer, is still a diphthong, but somewhat briefer than when

accented.
§ 52. Accented ¥, asin bit, Y11, pYt’y, ad-mYt’, is alsospelled as in
sieve, English, pretty, been (bIm), b hes, th
(thrip’éns), women (wim’&n), busy, build, nymph, hymnal.

sound is cot:mn&;nly ied ‘;s{:ort 1" (ngd ;s (thg’6 h)igh'i{mnblax vowel
corresponding high-front-tense & (éve) R e same sound
occurs before r and a vowel in words like m!r’}or, 1yr’ic.

§ 53. Unaccented X occurs in such words as hab’It, cab/in, fam’-
Ine, In-tend’, trag’i-cal,etc. When final, its spelling is changed to
-y (cop’y, hap’py) or -ey (mon’ey, hon’ey). It is represented by
various other ngs, asin senate (s&n’it), cottage (kdt’Yj), sur-
face (-fis) (§13), added (%d’8d, #d’id), horses (hdr’séz,
hér’siz), smallest (smdl/&st, smdl/¥st), mountain (moun’-
tin) (§ 30), toreign (f5r'in), t (s@ir’kyt), mischief (mis’-
gIn’Y), coffee (k&17Y), pigeon (pYj’#n, plj‘in),
always (8Fwiz, 81’wiz), carriage ( ), etc. >

The X of unaccented stfhb is not alwaa{s identical with X of accented
(bYt’ér). In America the tendency of fin dYorof Yi di
ately preceding another vowel is either to re.lgam like accented X (Hit),
or to vary to a hi, tongue position toward &. Phoneticians A
however, use the symbol X (or an equivalent) for practical transcription
of both accented and unaccented X.

i

§ 54. In longer words unaccented short i before an accented syllable
(as’pi-ra’tion) or after it (gos'sl-ble) very commonly is retracted fur-
ther toward the neutral vowel (¢ in so’fd). But thereis great variation
in good usage, and since many speakers sound Y where others use a
sound nearer to & in sofd, and since the same speaker often uses either
sound in different styles of s , an italic “short 1” (%) is used in this
dictionary as an intentio ambiguous symbol indicating that both
pronunciations of words so marked are in general good use in England
and America. Thus the symbol % is used to mark such words as char-
ity, vanity, possible (and other wordsin -ible), prlno’lpleleoﬂcy,.
similar, mgal privilege, California, anonymous (-i-miis),
etc.; and oocmonaib' in initial or final syllables, as in divide, A %
etc.

In a difference so slight’and so variable as this, it is difficult to repre-
sent usage exactly in every word concerned. The marking here is con-
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servative, ¥ being used only if a pronunciation with & is in ues-
tioned go'od use beside ¥. In many words, therefore, where the syu:iol X
instead of % is used, some speakers would probably pronounce &. Differ-
ent derivatives of the same stem are not always pronounced alike;
thus many speakers who pronounce the i in eradicate like &, would
pronounce it as X in radical. Moreover, the words differ according to
style: some words have I only in vex;{ careful speech (as policy), while
others may have it also in colloguial speech (as edItor). In general,
the more common words are marked with % (as certain common
endings, as -ity, -ible, even in rarer words), while rarer words are usu-
marked with ¥, 3

B55. 1 silent. In certain unaccented syllables, sciecinllyb:: collo-
quial speech, i often becomes silent before 1 or m, which thus becomes a
syllable alone or with another consonant; cf. similarly silent e (§ 38).
us in eivil, devil, evil, pupil basin, cousin, Latin, raisin,
this is regular in colloquial speech (slv”l, e’v’l, pﬁ’p’l, etc.}; and in
some of them, in all styles of speech (dév’’l, ba’s’n, kiiz’’n); and
likewise when an Y sound is otherwise spelled, as in certain (sfir’tin;
-t’n), garden (giir’d’n, occas. gir’dIn); more rarely in initial sylla-
bles, as in sincere (sIn-s¢r’; s’n-sgr’). Likewise in many medial
syllables, wherever the phonetic surroundings favor syllabic consonants;
as in easily (8z”L1X; ez’’1-Y), ordinary (8r’/di-nér’Y; 6r'd’n-8r’Y).

§ 56, -1le, -ile. The ending -ile in words from French or Latin is
now pronounced sometimes Y1 and sometimes il. The prevailing tend-
ency in England is toward il (agile, fertile), and in America to X1
(agYle, fertile). But there are exceptions, as gentile (n.) with il in

countries; both Il and il are heard in America in infantile,
juvenile, mercantile, versatile. (Camomile, crocodile,
exile, reconcile, with ilin both countries, contain a different suffix.)
Some of the more familiar words lose the i sound in America (see § 55),
as fertile (fQr’til; -t’1), futile (fi’t)l; -t’1), hostile, etc.

-ine. The s -ine of adjectives and nouns, derived directly or
thfough French from Latin -inus and -Inus, is various]y pronounced
in lish In, Yn, or &n, partly according to its Latin source, partly by
French analogy, partly by I;I!:f;ish rules of spelling and position of the
accent, but .chye ly by the analogy of familiar forms; e.g., with In (like
divine, turpentine), with Yn (like genuine, doctrine), or with
én (like marine). No rule without exceptions can be laid down, man
words varying in pronunciation with different speakers. British ﬁnghs
shows some tendency to In where American has in. When it is desired
to represent the & sotind of i, as in machine, regime, etc., without
respelling, two dots may be placed over the letter: machine, etc.

-ine, -ide. The endings -ineé and -ide in chemical terms are variously
pronounced. the case of -ine, usage in America is divided between
énand In, very few American chemists using in. The &n pronunciation
now distinctly prevails. The tgronunc:iat.ion in prevails am'onﬁnBrit.\sh
chemists, but is by no means the only pronunciation in use in England.
In the case of -ide, adpecially in those words which have been long in the
language, usage decidedly favors id, though Yd is used by many and in
a few words, as amide, prevails.

In terms ending in -ine and -ide the pronunciation often varies even
in the mouth of tie same speaker, and this condition is especially true
of teachers, who often are obljged’ to pronounce such words in the way
that seems most likely to avoid confusion of the endings.

~ § 57. Stressed 1 before r final or followed by another consonant, as in
bird, fir, vir’gin, etc., is the same sound as e in fern (&) and @ in
firn. (Cf. § 31.) In this dictionary it is respelled 4, as in stir (stér),

Unaccented, as in na’dir, ta’pir, elix’ir, it is the same sound as &
in mak’ér, by which symbol it is respelled. Without respelling, both
the stressed and unstressed sounds may be marked 1 (stir, na’dir).

For ir 4+ a vowel (miracle, mirror, etc.), see § 117.

§ 58. 1 consonant. The congonant y sgu_mi, as in yet, may be re-
garded asan unaccented X (or &) sound gliding quickly into a following
vowel, as in such words as Indian, which may be pronounced ¥n’dX.én,
or, more rapidly, in’dyd@n. The increase in s| , with decrease in
sonority, converts the vowel X into the consonant y, and the two syl-
labic vowels X.& into a rising ¢§>hthong yd@. Some words are, however,
fairly well fixed in usage with ¥, as serious (s§r’X-is), esp. where ¥
would be hard to pronounce, as after a consonant +r, as in pedestrian
(-d&s’tr)-dn), or after a w sound, as in colloguial (-18’kwi.al) (cf.
%39). Others usu.all’i: have y, as opinion (6-pIn’y#%n), familiar

fa-mil’yér), etc. Though no exceptionless rules can be stated, there
is some tendency in America to keep the syllabic X (which is the older)
and in England to change it to nonsyllabic y, as in audience (8/dI-
éns; 6d’yéns); but sometimes vice versa, as in collier (Am. kd1’-
y&r; Brit. kdV/Y-ér; -yér). The same variation in sound between X
and y applies to & in similar position, as in lineal (Iin’é-@l; In’ydl),
etc. See § 39.

For ia In carriage, see § 13.

J

§ 59. § as in jar, jest, jute, proj’ect, etc., is an affricate, or con-
sonantal diphthong, nearly like d +zh. These two elements blend into
a composite sound in which bod: are somewhat changed. The sound
is the voiced correlative of ch in chin (§ 21). It is also spelled with
g (register, magic, clergy), ge (vengeance, page), dg (judg-
ment, lodging), dge (judge, lodge), ch (Greenwich, § 21 (2)),
di (soldier), and dj (in Oriental words, as hadj, hadji). In halle-
lujah, j has the sound of y, as in Latin and German. In some partly
Anglicized words from French, j has its modern French sound zh,; as
in déjeuner (da’/zhfi’na’), etc. See also § 118.

K

§ 60. k as in kite, skill, ark, ink, oak is the voiceless tongue-
back velar stop, corresponding to its voiced correlative g (§ 44), and to
the voiced tongue-back’ nasal continuant ng (sing, § 68). All three are
tongue-back velar sounds, the back of the tongue ing contact with
the velum, or soft te. The k sound is also spelled as in oall,
account, back, biscuit (-kIt), choir, bacchanal, acquire,
liquor, queen, hough (hdk). k is a part of the sounds
of x in tax (tiks), luxury (litk’shdo-rY), except (8k-sépt’).

For excrescent k, as in strength (str&éngkth), see § 68. Initial
k before n is now silent, as in know, knot, knee.

A small capital x is used in the respelling in this dictionary to indicate
any of certain tal or velar fricative sounds, often wro called
‘“‘gutturals,” which occur in German, Scottish, butch, and other lan-
guages. These sounds are of two typical classes: a palatal (front) or
velar (back) voiceless fricative. The palatal sound results from a strong
current of voiceless breath between the front (hard) palate and the
front of the tongue (not the point) pressed close toit. Itcan be approxi-
mal placing the tip of the tongue behind the lower teeth, pressing
the front part toward the front palate, and then whispering forcibly
the word he. This is the sound of ¢h in German ich, hence called the
“Ich=-laut,” occurring after consonants and front vowels and initially.

The velar (back) voiceless fricative is made with the back of the
tongue pressed close to the roof of the mouth. It may be learned by first

ronouncing the “Ich-laut” as above till it is familiar, and then ing
rom Ych to Ach with similar forcible whisper and upward and back-
ward pressure of the back part of the tongue. Another method is to
beg'n to say lock, taking care not to let the k quite cut off the current
of breath, continuing the loose k sound with a “hawking” sound. This
is called the “Ach=laut,” and occurs in German after back vowels,
as a, 0, U. ;

These two sounds are familiar in Scottish, the first after front vowels,
asin heich “high,” and the second after back vowels, as in loch. Both
front and back ch sounds are indicated in the respelling by small capital
K, one symbol being sufficient, since the front or back sound in nearly
all cases will automatically be determined by the preceding vowel.

L

§ 61.1 as in leave, low, elay, 111, etc., is a so-called liquid conso-
nant, formed with the tonsue point on the teethridge as for t, d, m, the
nasal passage being closed and voiced breath lgmmfh out at one, or
more commonly both, free sides of the tongue. Hence the name lateral
consonant — usually bilateral, sometimes unilateral. Being a ton,
point alveolar sound (like t, d, m), 1 precedes or follows any of these
sounds without removal of the tongue point from the teethridge, as in
salt, battle; sold, saddle; coolness, channel (chnn"%.

§ 62. “Clear 1” and “dark 1.” In sounding 1, since the sides and
back of the tongue are somewhat free to assume various positions while
the point remains in contact with the teethridge, there is a large range
of variation in the acoustic resonance, so that this consonant may take
the “color” of various vowels. The term “clear 1’ has been used to
indicate an 1 sound having the resonance of a front vowel &,1, 8, &, 4, %,
and “dark1” to indicate an 1 with the resonance of a back vowel &, &,
8, 00, 00, or of one of the central vowels 1, &, i; i. e., I's formed with
the tip of the tongue in the 1 position on the teethridge while the rest of
the tonﬁe{: approximates thé position of one of these vowels. “Clear 1”
occurs before vowels (lily, loose); and “dark 1”” before consonants
(shield), and when final (feel) or syllabic (battle).

English initial 1is “clearer” than final 1. But even initial 1in English
is not so “clear” as French 1, which is “clear” in all positions, all
“dark V’s” having become the vowel u or having disappeared in older
French. In America, sometimes initial 1 is notlceabl¥ ‘dark.”

The acoustic difference between a final dark 1 and 1 preceded by the
neutral vowel is not easily perceptible. Hence the difference of sound
in real (ré’al) and reel (rel), or in ideal (i-dée’@l) and deal (dél), is
not always observed in ordinary speech. Cf. also vial and vile.

In certain combinations the 1, originally sounded, has regularly be-
come silent, as in would, alms, salmon, half, talk, folk, etc.

§ 63.1often formsa syllable by itself, as in battle (b#t’’1), channel
§oh§n”l), trouble (triib’’l); or with other consonants, as in ruffled

xiif”’1d), handled (h#n’d’ld). Some words may be pronounced
with either syllabic or nonsyllabic 1, as struggling (striig’’l-Yng;
striig’/ling), awfully (6/f’1.X; 6/fl1).

M

§ 64. m as in me, smile, lamp, drachm is the voiced lip nasal
continuant, formed by bringing the lips together, as for b and p, at the
same time lowering the soft ai)a.lnte, and thus allowing the voice to
pass into or through the nasal passage. All three sounds (m, b, p)
are made with closed lips, and are hence called labials.

§ 65. m may form a syllable by itself, as in the colloquial expression
“Stop ’em’” (stdp”’m); or with other nts, as in ¢ch d
(k#z’md). m is, however, less commonly syllabic than m and 1, and in
many words in which the spelling suggests syllabic m, a vowel often
actually intervenes, though not spelled, as in chasm, prism, spasm,
and the numerous words like feudalism. Cf. §§ 63, 67.

N

66. n as in none, knit, canny, inn, etc., is the voiced tongue-
point alveolar nasal continuant corresponding to the voiced tongue-
point stop d and the voiceless tongue-point stop t. All three sounds are
made with the tongue point on the alveolar rigfe (teethridge), and are
hence sometimes called alveolar consonants, or, less accurately, dentals.

After m, a final n is silent (hymn, solemn), but before a vowel in
derivatives like hymnology, solemnity, etc., the n.is usu
sounded (hYm-n&1’5-§5, etc.). Beforea consonant the n of mmn is al-
ways silent, as in condemns, solemnly. Usage is divided in the
participles damned, damning, the familiar pronunciation being
without m; or usage is inconsistent, as in limmer (IYm’nér) beside

ondé [{ d&ém’ér; -dém’nér). In kiln, limekiln, the
historical pronunciation kil is used by
kiln is pronounced by some others.
.§ 67. n may form a syllable by itself, as in cotton (k3t’’n), often
Eot_"n), prison (priz’’mn); or with other consonants, as in garden
gir’d’n), pardoned (par’d’nd).
. N.A smaH capital N is used in the respelling in this dictionary to
indicate that g.rgrecedma vowel is pronounced as a nasal, as in French
bon (bdn). The nasal passage from the throat must be open, but no n
is pror d, The t point makes no contact with the upper
teethridge, as it must do to sound m.

ose familiar with kilns, but
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ng

§ 68. The digraph ng, as in sing, singing, represents the voiced
tongue-back velar nasal continuant, corresponding to the voiced tongue-
back stop g, and the voiceless tongue-back stop k. The tongue back
touches the velum (soft palate) for all three sounds. In sounding ng
the contact of the tongue back with the velum prevents the voiced
breath from issuing through the mouth, and, the velum being lowered,
the sound passes out through the nose.

. Though commonly x:ctegraented by two letters ng, this sound is a
simple nasal sound, neither n nor g nor a combination of them.

When followed by a g ora k sound, ngis also spelled with n, as in an-
ger (ing’gér), ink (Ingk), anxious (Angk’shiis), uncle (ling’-
k’l), anchor (#ng’kér), conquer (kdng’kér). It is ente
?y ;{J)g in respelling (fing’gér), and without respelling by n (fin’gér,

n .

Theletter n now invariably represents the ngsound when before a k
or g sound in the same sg'alla le. When k or g follows in the next sylla-
ble, usage varies somewhat. A few words suggest the rule that ng is
sounded when its syllable is accented; as con’gress (kdng’grés),
con’grega’tion (kdng/gré.ga’shitn) beside con-gres’sional
(kdn-grésh’wn.dl), congrat’ulate (kdn.grit’-), or bron’chia
(brong’ki-q) beside bronchi’tis (br3n-ki’tis); but the rule has
many exceptions; as con’crete (kdn’krét), in’crease (Yn’kres), or
bron.chi’tls (also bréng-ki’tis). In many words usage varies, as in
conclave (kdn’-; kdng’-), con’cord, mel’anchol’y, etc.

Between ng and certain other consonants, a k or g sound is present
or absent with different speakers, regardless of the spelling. Thus, k is
sounded by some in anxious (ingk’shiis), length (I&ngkth),
strength (stréngkth), instinet (in’stingkt), or g in anxiety
(#ingg-z1’é.ti), and by others it is omitted (ing’shs, 1éngth, etc.).

o

§ 69. 5asin 5ld, ndte, 5’ver, etc., is the so-called “long 0” sound.
It 1s also spelled as in oh, roam, foe, shoul’der, grow, owe, sew,
yeo’man, beau, haut’boy, brooch. When accented, & is usually a
dlphthonq in standard English. It begins with the mid-back-tense
vowel, a “pure” & sound, and glid&s to a vowel resembling 60 (good).
In the speech of South England, however, the prevailing tendency is to
begin the & sound with the tongue farther forward toward the central
position.

In America the diphthongal character is less marked. Before voice-
less consonants, as in note, oak, the 3 is often nearly or quite )

without the 00 sound, or vanish. In any case, the beginning of the
American sound, like that of northerly England, is a back vowel, not ad-
vanced, though sometimes slightly lowered toward & (&rb). e one

symbol  is here used to indicate all standard varieties.

§ 70. When long G occurs before r, it has as its vanish the neutral
vowel &, representing the fore-glide of the r, which is slight in America.
Thus the word more has the diphthong (6¢) (mdér). T aeflis toa
large group of words that had a long & (occasionally 00) in Middle Eng-
lish, as board, sword, court, pork, borne, coarse, course,
before, door, oar, story, and many others. These are to be dis-
tinguished from another large group now pronounced with &, as border,
horse, lord, etc., which had a short & in Middle English. In the prevail-
ing s of South England these two cl of words have fallen to-
gether, both having the sound 8. This is a recent change. In all other
parts of England there are cultivated speakers who keep such words
apart in sound.

the pronunciation of America as a whole the distinction between
hoarse and horseisstillmade naturally. Itis, however, disappearingin
the speech of some in America who are influenced by $ou}hem_Bnt:sh
practice. The G sound in hoarse is not, however, identical with that
in hGpe, but it is acoustically much nearer to that of hGpe than to that
of hdrse. Some speakers also use a sound midway between & and &
for both groups of words. .

§ 71. Thesound of & asin 8rb, 18rd, dr’der is also spelled with a
in all, talk, swarm; by auin fault, haul, caught; by aw in law,
dawn, awful; by ouin fought, trough; by oain broad; by agin
Magdalen (mdd’lin); b{ i in memoir (mém’wor);and by u in
one pronunciation of sure (shér, § 84). This vowelis described as the
low-back-tense rounded vowel, which may be long, as in law, or rela-
tively short, as in auspi’cious. But its articulation is not uniform.

South England the typical sound is made with the back of the tongue
in a low (but not the lowest) position and decidedly rounded lips (nearly
or quite as closely as for ), the Britishsound to an American ear often
suggesting (but not reaching) a pure 8. The American sound is made
with less lip rounding, often very slight — only a little compression at
the corners —in which case a little higher position of the tongue and
J(z_xyv helps to distinguish the ® sound from the low-back unrounded &

drm).

Thesound 8 isrespelled in this dictionary with & (6rb); when spelled
;vil:h1 :,,lau,) aw, it may be indicated without respelling by @& (call,

ault, .

§ 72, %hen o is followed by final r (for, abhor), or by r and a con-
sonant (horse, forty), its normal sound is 8 when it is not  as in ford

70), or is not d ed by lack of stress as in actor (&k’tér). When
the r sound is followed by a vowel, as in moral, sorry, its r r sound
is & (mdr’al, sdr’Y) if it is not 6 as in glory (g18’rY). But derivatives
from words like abhdr (abhorring, etc.), although the r (rr) is fol-
lowed a vowel, us keep the & of the stem (abhdrring, ab-
horrer). In America this commonly is extended also to less immediate
derivatives, such as abhdrrent, abhdrrence. Butin British use and
sometimes in American, these are pr d with 8 (abhdrrent,
abhdrrence).

§ 73. 8 as in ndt, 3dd, bdg, d3ff, prip’er, prdb’able, spelled
also with (w)a- as in want, wan’der, wash, watch, is commonly
called “short 0.” As now pronounce‘f in 80th England, this is a
low-back-lax rounded vowel, the tongue being in the position lowest
and farthest back, and the lips having “open rounding,” a degree of
aperture only sligl(l’tly less than the open unrounded position for & in

d’ther. Since Southern British & has a higher tongue position and

.form in the use of &.

is much- more closely lip-rounded, the sounds & and & are there quite
distinctly different sounds, not the short and long of the same sound.

The & sound is sometimes found in syllables with little stress, as in

on, can’not, ma’cron. ]

The rounded & sound described above is not in general use in America.
It is used by a considerable E"t of the inhabitants of eastern New Eng-
land, by many in New York City, and to a considerable extent in the
South. Words historically containing “short 0 in general American
pronunciation are mostly pronounced either with & or with 8, not with
the intermediate 8. Some of these variations are discussed in the fol-
lowing section. It is convenient to represent the “short 0’ by &, which
may thus indicate, for American pronunciation, either the true “short 0”
or the unrounded variety &.

% 74. 5. The following words containing a voiceless fricative (except
sh), viz., off, oft, often, croft, loft,soft,soften, cough, trough;
(a) cross, loss, toss, cost, frost, lost; broth, cloth, froth, are pre-
vailingly pronounced with & in southern England, though & is also
heard. In mess, moth, coffee, offer, office, officer, d is also
heard there, but & prevails; while only &, as a rufe, is pronounced in
doft, scoff, boss, dress, floss, gloss, Goth, profit, prophet, ac-
cost, Boston, gossip, gospel, hostile, possible, and most other
two-syllable words of the group. In Southern British also words with
au (= 8) before s (Austin, Austria, austere) are often sounded
with & (8s’tXn, etc.).

the most general type of American pronunciation the & sound pre-
vails in all the one-syllable words above (except doff (rare) and Goth
(cf. G&thie)), and also in the words coffee, offer, office, officer,
Boston. Butit must be remembered that American & is not the doselliv
rounded, 3-like vowel of British, being, in fact, not far from British 3.
In the other two-syllable words the unrounded & (= &) prevails. But
with those speakers in America who normally or frequently use a true
3, the latter sound is used in some or all of these words.

The variation in the sound of 0 in this class of words is indicated in
this dictionary by the combined symbol 8, suggesting either & or &.

In another group of words having “short o” followed by an r sound
(spelled r or rT), as moral, sorry, etc., usage in England is fairly uni-
In America the influence of the r (often slightly
rounded) has made & or & in these words much commoner than the un-
rounded & (#), which is rare in these words. The more ikneml sound
in America in these is an & of moderate length and more like & than is
British &, — as in sorry, moral, forest, etc. The same tendency is
seen in the wa- words, as warrant, warrior, quarrel, quarry, the
most general American pronunciation being with 8, though & is fairly

frequent. When the r is final (war) or followed by a consonant
(warm), the pronunciation is everywhere & (wdr, worm), etc., just
as in abhdr, hdrse.

In a group of other words with o, as bob, kneb, rob, sob; Ged,
rod; bog, dog, fog, frog, hog, log, catalogue; doll, American
usage is quite variable. The most frequent pronunciations are with the
unrounded & (bég, nib, etc.), except in dog, log, catalogue, which
more commonly have 8. In all these words, the true & is, of course,
proper, but most American speakers to whom the true & is not native
are likely to pronounce & in attempting &.

In words like long, song, tongs, wrong, and in_gone, British
speech has 8, but the more general American pronunciation is 16ng,
gone, etc. In these words the unrounded & is seldom heard.

§ 75. o in ado, do, lose, move, prove, to, tomb, two, who is
an occasional spelling for the 60 sound (food), which is represented in
respelling in this dictionary by 60, or may be indicated without re-
spelling by o (do).

§ 76. o in wolf, woman (woom’dn), Worcester (woo0s’tér) ,
etc., is an occasional spelling for 60 (foot), respelled in this dictionary
with 0. It may be indicated without respelling by ¢ (wolf).

§ 77. o in son (siin), come, dove, front, honey, London,
some, tongue, won, etc., spells the 1 sound (stin). In some of the
rarer words the & or & sound has been adopted from the spelling (§ 3), as
in_cdmbat, constable (kiin’std-b’l; kon’-), wont (wiint;
zvgm)t). The i sound of © may be marked without respelling by 6

s6m).

§ 78. 0 in work, worm, worse, attorney, etc. (chiefly in native
words after w), is equivalent to fi in @irn. It may be indicated without
mpelhng by 8 (wdrk).

§ 79. 5 as in the unaccented syllables of &-bey’, pd-et’ic, e/gd-ism,
etc., represents a shorter variety of & sound, without the vanish, or 6o
sound, occurring in unaccented syllables. Tt is also used €
moie obscure vowel sound, in ordinary colloquial speech becoming the
neutral vowel %, as in anat’dmy, biol’sgy, pota’to, etc. i

_§80.06 in cdm-pact’, cdn.form’ represents an unaccented sound
which ranges from a full & sound (st5p) to the obscure neutral vowel
in nation (n&’shi#n). It occurs in a very large number of words which
in ordi!:l;g speech regularly have the neutral vowel, as in ur, con-
nect, recollect, etc., which are marked with & to show that the &soun
has been obscured.

§ 81.0 as in the unaccented syllables of nation (na’shiin),
lem’on, hand’some, gal’lop, big’ot, etc., always has the obscure
sound, the neutral vowel. The bol % is used in this dictionary to
respell uor o when the full  or & sound is not a normal pronunciation.
Compare the two 0’s in oblivion (Sb-1Xv/¥.%n).

For o in actor = &, see §§ 32, 36.

In some words © may become quite silent, being replaced by a syllabic
consonant, as in button (biit’’n), idel (1/d’l), pa.rdonor:{ﬁr'-
d’n-ér); or with loss of .a syllable, as in reckoning (r&k’ning),
chocolate (ch3k’Iit).

ol and oy

§ 82. of in ofl, boil, etc., is a diphthong consisting of & -+ ¥, the ele-
ments being pronounced in a single wave of sound (6Y). It is used in
the respelling always with this value. - :

oi sometimes represents other sounds, as in cham’ois, chofr.

oy regularly has the sound of of as in oil. The spumi of ol when
final is commonly represented, in the ordinary spelling, by oy, as in
boy (bof), and sometimes when medial, as in royal néol al).
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oo
83. 00in modern English nts most commonly thesounds 6o
inilo’od and 00 in foot, by wﬁ'chthese sounds, however spelled, are
represented.in the respelling. The letters 0o also spell the sounds of i
in flood, blood, and & in door, floor, brooch.
doasinfood, fdol, noon, proof — otherwisespelled as in rude

114), group, drew, t, do, canoe, rheum, maneuver, blue
Sif)dse high ~tense rounded vowgf. .Sometfx_ms, esp. in South
1 m slightly diphthongal, a trifle more open and

en’ gi. Beforer (moor, poor, tour, sure) the 6o sound is somewhat

Xv

§93. (I? meneo of r.th(‘ll)gh'l‘ﬂl{e_d ris stl;n us:‘il by Suegmﬁ
of English, though not invariably in ns
I " i ronounced between vowg;sl by Eng-

word. It is also p
lishm usun%withasmgl’ e of the tongue. The trilled r is s
oomme:ﬂ with Welsh speakers of English and in Irish and Scotch dialect.
The point-trilled r is regular in standard speech, and is common
isn some types of French. It is also regular in Welsh, Italian, and

2 Uwular r is found in English chicvgxnin Northumbrian dialect,
but not at all in standard English. The u trill, or a strong fricative
(“uvular scrape”) articulated at the same point, is regular for Parisian

lowered by the r so ds to become nearly or quite 60 ( , pOor,
toor, shoor). Ci. the lowering effect of r in h@re, ofire. The same
lowering effect is also seen in the last part of the diphthongal sound
spelled with long {i = yoo before r. Words like endure’, Eu’rope,
secii/rity (§114) arz oommonlg)pronounceg:l én.dyoor’ (-door’),
yoor’iip, sé.kyoor’i-t. In Southern British speech words like
poor, sure, etc., are prono either por, shor, or pbr, shor.

585. The sound 00, as in foot, béok, cook, crook, etc., also
spelled as in full (£601), welf (woolf), would (wo0d), is the high-
back-lax rounded vowel, with tongue slightly lower and less tense than
for 0o and lips less closely rounded. .

The pronunciation with 60 is well agreed on in the words book,
brook, cook, craok, foot, good, hood, hook, 100k, nook,
rook, shook, stood, took, wood, wool.

In the following words, cultivated usage is divided between ¢o and
00: broom, coop, groom, hoof, hoop, pooh, roof, room, root,
snook, soon, soot, spoon, whoop, whooping cough.

ou
§ 86. ou is the regular spelling for the diphthong in out. The ou

sound in standard British and American is a diphthong beg(}_;nning with |

& (ask) and ending with (or nearf 00, sometimes about

ther sounds represen! the letters ou in English are: 3 (soul),
6o (seup), 00 (should), § (bought), i (double), & (hough)
fi (Journey); and unaccented, % (grievous), & (boronzls 3
(glamour).

»

ow

§ 87. When final, the diphthong ou is usualli spelled ow (cow,
now), sometimes also medially (scowl, howl). Likewise when ou is
sounded & (soul) it is spelled ow finally (know, tow) and sometimes
medi (bowl). Unaccented at the end of puci: words as Sparrow,
follow, etc., the generally accepted pronunciation is & (81’3, etc.).
For oy, see ol & 82).
P

§ 88. p as in pay, play, happy, cup, etc., is the voiceless lip stop,
corresponding to the voiced lip stop b (§ 17), and the voiced nasal lip
continuant m (§ 64). All three sounds are made with closed lips.

p is silent in raspberry (riz’bér), cupboard, receipt,
corps; and also in the commoner Greek derivatives psalm (sim),
psalter, pneumatic, pneumonia, etc. Inless common words, as
pseudo-, Psyche, pterodactyl, etc., some pronounce the p.

§ 89. The p sound is often exc ,as i np glimpse,
etc. The same excrescent sound often occurs when it is not spelled, as
in warmth (wdrmpth), dreamt, comfort, triumph, though
usage varies in this, as it does also when the letter p is spelled, as in
em(p)ty, glim(p)se, jum(p)ed, sem(p)stress, etc.

ph
90. ph as in phantom, etc., usually spells the £ sound (far),

ch?eﬂy in Greek derivatives, as phantom, sylph, philosophy, etc.:

Stenh. and

Exceptionally, it has the sound v, as in nd in was
pronounced by some. In diphthong, triphthong, diphtheria,
naphtha, etc., phis often sounded p, but f is usual. inmslly before
th (phthalin) ph is more often silent: thil’In; fthil’In.

Q
§ 91. q is regularly followed by u, with the sound of kw in native
words, as quell, quake. Inloanwords qu is also usually kw (quite,
conquest), but is sometimes k, as in liquor (IYk’ér), coquette
(k5-két’). Final -que is sounded k, as in unique (i-nék’).

R

§ 92. The letter r in rate, very, far, feared, hurt, better, etc.,
spells a variety of sounds, the chief of vginch are described here.

I) Description of r. (1) The original English r, at least before
vowels, was a tongue-point trill. The audible sound consists both of
voice and the tongue-point vibrations. i

(2) Uvular r (velar r, less properly, guttural r) is made by the com-
bined sound of voice and rapid vibrations of the uvula against the back
of the tongue raised toward the velum, or soft palate. =~

(3) Fricative r is made with the tongue raised to a position similar
to that for the tongue-point trill, but with the point not vibrating.
The point is close enough to the front palate to cause audible friction
of the voiced breath between,

(4) Frictionless continuant r is formed by a tongue position much
like that of fricative r, but with the tongue sufficiently withdrawn from
the front palate to eliminate the fricative sound. Though similar in
tongue position -to fricative r, the difference is fundamental, no sound
but voice being heard. It is vowellike in sound.

(5) Retroflex ris a further modification of the fricative and friction-
less r, in that the tongue point is further turned up toward the hard

te, in some cases being bent back, or “retroflexed.” Here, too, there
1s no sound but voice. Organically, (4) and (5) are characterized by a
gliding movement of the tongue to or from a vowel.

(6) If the tongue be held in the position for (4) or (5) and the voice
sounded without change of tongue position, an “r-colored” vowel will
result. This is the vowel @ (stressed) and & (unstressed) of general
American pronunciation.

dard F; and is common in A

(3) Fricative or (4) Frictionless continuant r is the usual one in
standard Southern British. In so-called fricative r, the fricative ele:
ment is often a minor one.

(5) Some degree of retroflex r is common with educated s
northern, western, and southwestern England, and is in the

ter part of America and Canada. In regions where r is sounded
gnm:lly.and before consonants, retroflex r often affects the quality of a
preceding of educated American speech
the r coincides with the vowel fi (hfirt) and with the co: nding un-
stressed vowel & ive);i. e., the vowel is pronounced for its whole
duration with the tongue in the raised position for r — the so-called
retroflex, or “r-colored,” vowel, no further consonant r being added.
This is the only vowel in standard American English so affected.
of r. In the standard speech of southern England, of eastern
New England, of New York City, of most of the southern United States
and of some speakers in the cities of Canada (esp. eastern), ris sounded
only before a vowel in the same or a closely following wor&, the letter r
retained in the spelling. The following will illustrate: fear (1&6),
are (&), arm (dm), form (f8ém, f8m), bore (b58), far away
(1édr dwi’v)jhhere and there gnéér dn thd), here they are (h@é
tha #). en an r sound is thus retained before a vowel of the next
word, it is called linking r.

§ 94. As a result of sounding r only before 2 vowel, many words,
spelled with final r, exist in two forms but in one sillmg, as seen in
hereXam (hg§ériim), here they are (hgé tha i), accordingas a
vowel follows or not. Hence any word that ends in & (as does (h€é)),
such as idea (idé’a), etc., is likely to be treated likethose thatend inr,
and hence to take an r sound when a vowel follows. Thus the speaker
says, a good idea (@& good idé’d), but the idea of it (thé 1de’sr
Svit). Thisis called intrusive r, and is common in E; d and east-
eng ggersig:a, less p;?k in th; southern Unitfed Stajga e

. Since speakers of some types of stan s| ronounce

r where others do not, in this dictionary all r’s are marked in the re-

:K:m:ﬁ for pro iation as being ced, with the understanding

t those who omit r except before vowels will in these cases pro-

nounce it or omit it just as they would when it appears in the ordi-
nary spelling.

cers in

§ 96. The letter s spells four different sounds, two voiceless and two
voiced; viz.: (1) s as in sun (siin), (2) z as in easy (éz/1), (3) shas in
sure (shdor), and (4) zh as in vision (vizh’#n).

. § 97. (1) The usual method of forming English 8 as in sun is with the
tip and blade of the tongue pressed close to the upper teethridge, and the
point drawn into itself so as to form a very narrow, tubelike el be-
tween the tip and the teethridge. A thread of voiceless breath forced
through this channel strikes the points of the teeth (esp. the lower) and
produces the characteristic “hi ” sound. It cannot be e with
the mouth wide open, since the air stream does not then strike the
lower teeth. Some s‘pwkers place the tip of the tongue behind the lower
teeth pre_ﬁmg the front of the tongue toward the teethridge to form

e nel.

Voiceless s is heard in see, so, small, basis, yes, hats, etc. It is
otherwisespelled asin pass, cell, rice, scene, schism, tax, quartz.
Itis silent in aisle, isle, island, Carlisle, corps (kdr), chamois,
rendezvous, debris, viscount, demesne, apropos, Grosvenor,
and with varying frequency in bas-relief, Arkansas, Illinois, St,
Louis, Louisville.

§ 98. (2) Voiced s has the sound of z and is formed like voiceless 8
with the addition of voice. It is heard in easy, resolve, has, is, ribs.
(Initial s does not spell z.) This sound of 8 is respelled in this diction-
ary with z, as in ribs (ribz), and may be indicated without respelling
by'Igw‘ﬂb'g).pal f voiced s (originally al eless)

o principal sources of voiced s (originally always voiceless) are: (a)
Lack o? stress, as in the unaccented syllables of words like Mary’s
(mAr’1z), roses, etc., or in the frequently unstressed words is, was,
has, etc. (b) Voiceassimilation between voiced sounds, as in observe,
pansy, easy; also in refuse, lose, etc., where final e was once
sounded, and hence s was between vowels.

In certain nouns and adjectives spelled in the same way, the s sound
was originally final, as it still is, as abuse (n.), loose (adj.).
some pairs of verbs and nouns or adjectives are distinguished by the
sound of z or s, however spelled, as close: v. (k19z), adj. (klos) —
house: v. (houz), n. (hous) — use: v. (uz), n. (us); etc.

§ 99. The ending -s or -es in the plural of nouns (ships, bushes), or
in the possessive case (Jack’s, George’s), or in verbs (eats, goes),
is pronounced according to the preceding sound. After voiceless sounds
except sibilants (s, sh, ch) it is pronounced 8; as in ships, Ruth’s,
takes. After voiced sounds except sibilants (z, zh, j) it is pronounced
z;asinribs, trees, Tom’s, Joe’s; digs, goes. After sibilants, voiced
or voiceless, it is pronounced &z, ¥z (§ 30); as in losses (}13s’&z), roses
(roz’¢z); Grace’s (gras’fz), thrush’s (thriish/iz); ceases
(ses’éz), gazes (gaz’éz).

§ 100. (3) s has the sh sound when it is palatalized b}' a following X
or y sound (however spelled), as in mansion (mi#n’shin), cen-
sure (sén’shér), nauseous (nd’shiis). See § 103, .

§ 101. (4) Likewise voiced 8 (= z) has thesound zh when palatalized
by a following X or y sound, as in vision (vizh’#n), measure
(mé&zh’ér). See further in § 103,
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sh

§ 102. sh as in sharp, rashly, bush, etc., is pronounced with the
tip and blade of the tongue approaching the hard palate a little farther
back than for s. The aperture is wider laterally, so that the current of
air passing over the tongue is more sg;;sd out like a waterfall than for s,
in which it is like a jet. The main body of the tongue is also higher to-
ward the roof of the mouth. The broader stream of air rushes against
the teeth much as for s, the mouth requiring to be nearly closed. The
position of the tongue is on the whole similar to that for y; hence sh and
its voiced correlative zh areoften called palatal sounds, and are, in fact,
often the result of talization (§ 103). S

The sound spelled sh is not a combination of s and h, contains no s
or h sound, and is a simple sound. It does often result from p; i
s next to a y sound, but when it becomes sh it ceases to be either s or y
and mes a dxéerent, simple sound. It is now also spelled as in
m?ehlno, ohxuadellg, sohlg:e(;tl:(l)gt), issue, mission, con-
When s and h are in seg;nte syllables, each has its own sound, as in
sheepshead (shéps’hé&d’). In some names, ignorance has led to a
wrong division and pronunciation that have come into use, as in
Lewisham (= Lewis 4+ ham), often pronounced 1i’Ysh.@m for
the historically correct 1a’is.-@m. . X

103. The words issue, mission, conscience, etc., mentioned
above (§ 102), contain instances of palatalization of s to sh. The condi-
tion for this is a consonant y sound following the s, and followed by an
unstressed or lightly stressed vowel. In words like conscience, spe-
cial, nauseous, etc., this y sound was earlier an unaccented ¥ or &
sound (still so spelled), which by lack of stress became a y sound, just as
unaccented ¥ in Indian (In’dY.@n), may become y (in’dyd@n), as ex-
plained in § 58. The sound s is thus, as the tongue anticipates the posi-
tion for (palatal) y, transformed into the palatalized sh sound (cf. § 102,
first §). Regardless of the spelling, when these combinations of sou:
occur, the palatalization takes place, as in anxious (x = ks), nau-
seous. So, too, before ii, as in issue, though the y sound is not spelled
at all, it is yet a part of the pronunciation of @, and the palatalization
es place as usual: Ysh’d, ¥sh’60. The corresponding palatalization

es place when the first sound is voiced s (zz, which is changed

also tak
to zh, the voiced correlative of sh; as in vision (vizh’#n), etc,
In some words, after the I or & has become y and been qbsor’bed into
the shor zh sound (mission, vision), it has sometimes been restored,
as seen in Asia (@’zhd) but Asiatic (a’zhY-#t/Yk), etc. Thisis
due to analogy, to spelling, and no doubt partly to the rhythm of
utterance. Thus the ri of a’zhAt’Ik is a trifle difficult, owing to
the adjacent accent, so that the more natural nltergaitﬁ; rh'y;i:m isapt
to be substituted (or kept from the beginning): #’zhX¥.#t/Ik.

T

§ 104. t as in tie, note, apt, matter, etc. — also spelled as in
Thomas, walked, or w!thout spelling in eighth (atth) —is the
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112. i as in Tise, Hite, dispiite, etc., is commonly called “long
u.” It is otherwise spelled as in beauty, feud, pew, queue, lieu,
view, cue, suit, yule, yew, you. The sound marked 1 is chiefly
used in syllables imvmg a full stress (ciibe), or a subordinate accent,
whether marked or not, as in in’ter.view’er (In’tér.vii’ér), per’-
fiime. When quite unaccented, a different symbol (i) is used (ﬁ 118).

§ 113. The sound of @ varies both with different speakers and ac-
cording to neighboring sounds. The main element of @ is the sound 6o
(food), commonly with sh%gtly forward tongue position. Preceding
this is usually thesound of y (yes), or amore vowellike sound X (fll), the
tongue being somewhat retracted. After certain sounds, the initial ele-
ment is much lightened or absent, leaving only do. (See §114.)

§ 114. The i sound, however spelled, varies in cultivated speech ac-
cording to the phonetic nature of the preceding sound. The same condi-
tion, with some modifications, also affects the unaccented # (§ 118).

(15 When the @i sound is initial, the y sound is always fully heard in all
tzgq of cultivated English, as in use (iiz), union (fin’y#n), ewe
(1), eulogy éu’lo-ﬂ); the y is written in the phonetically identical
sound in yew (y60), yule (ygol), youth (yooth). y is also sounded
whenever unaccented i is initial, as in #itility, etc.

(2) After b (beauty), ¢ (cube), f (few), g (gew’gaw), h (hu-
man), k (Kew), m (mute), p (&ure), v (view), the sound i is reg-
ular, and 60 is not used. Thus there is no confusion between pairs
like beauty-booty; cue-coo; feud-food; hew-who; etc.

(3) After s (assume), z (resume), th (enthusiast) — tongue-
point fricatives — though the same pronunciations as in (2) are in ac-
cepted use, cultivated s?mkels in both England and America often sup-
press the first element of the @, leaving 6o alone: (d@-.ssom’, etc.). This
1s often criticized, but is in widespread use. \

(4) After d (duty), t (tune), n (new) — tongue-point stops and
I — the @ sounds are also accepuu;d;‘feneraﬂy, but here too in Amer-
ica, at least, the 60 sound is wid by the educated. Itis to be ob-
served, however, that the 6o in these words is formed with the tongue
farther forward, and that suit, duty, thus pronounced, are not accu-
rately represented by the spellings “sqot” and “dooty,” and do not ex-
actly X}yme with shoot, booty.

(5) After 1 (lute) usageis divided both in England and in America,
the pronunciations liite and 160t both being in good use. However,
when another consonant precedes the 1 in the same syllable, as in blue,
blew, in-clude’, etc., the 60 sound is regular. But if the consonant is
in the precedinﬁ_lslyllai)le as in ab-lu’tion, the pronunciation is like
that of liite. us in Eixe word flu’ent, the marking is floo-, while
in af’flu-ent, it is #f/lG-&ént.

(6) After ch (chew) and j (June) the first element of @ is likewise
usually omitted (chco, joon). But after the i sounds ch
and j there is apt to be a noticeable glide to the following vowel, and the
pronunciations often resemble (¢hi, jfin)-

Likewise after the simple sounds sh and zh, as in sure, usu’rious,
the y el ually disappeared when sh or zh was palatalized from

voicel int stop, corresponding to the voiced tong
point alveolar stop d, and to the voiced tongue-point alveolar nasal con-
tinuant nn. All three are made with the tongue point on the upper teeth-
ridge, as also is 1. See § 25. ) i

tin w&gds{ {iske question is palatalized to ch as d in soldier is to j.
See §§ 103, 5

§ §05. t is silent in Matthew, mortgage, hautboy, chasten,
listen, castle, soften, etc.; and commonly in combinations like sit

down, must go — esp. when between two consonants.
3 t is pr d in against (formerly
agains), amongst (formerly ), midst, p t.
th

§ 107. th spells the tongue-point dental (or interdental) fricative,
voiceless, as in thin, ether, tooth, or voiced, as in this, either,
smooth, thesymbol th being used in this dictionary for the voiceless,
and th for the voiced sound. In forming th, th, the point of the tongue
lightly touches the backs or the points of the upper tecth, in some cases
protruding a trifle between upper and lower teeth, while breath hisses
through with a fricative sound — the only sound when th is voiceless,
and combined with voice when it is voiced (this).

When spelled with final th, the sound is usually voiceless (éxcept in
bequeath, booth, mouth, v, smooth, with); when final and
voiced, it is usually spelled -the (bathe).

The th sound is a simple sound, made with a single tongue position,
not a combination of t and h sounds. . .
§ 108. Certain nouns ending in th have thin thesingular (mowuth)

and thz in the plural (mouthz), etc. After a short vowel, there is a

tendency to voiceless th, as in the plurals breaths, deaths, etc., and
likewise after as in breadths, months, etc. But the us-

ageis divided in some words, as in truths (troothz; -ths), youths,
etc.; and some words with long vowel regularly have voiceless -ths, as
heaths, growths. In cloths, a modern formation, some speakers
disti cl3thz “pieces of cloth” from cl3ths “kinds of cloth.”

Initial th in pronominal words (the, this, then, there, etc.) is
now voiced (this, etc). In the word with usage is divided, the
voiceless form being especially apt to occur before voiceless consonants
(with certainty, with feeling, etc.).

§ 109. The th is voiced in several verbs, as bathe, loathe,

teethe, in w e final - was once sounded. It is likewise
voiced in the verbs bo%:leath, mouth, smooth, though the -e is
no longer written. Thus the voiced i constitutes a distinction between

nouns or adjectives and verbs; as bath, bathe; mouth, mouth.
&]110. th has the sound of t in thyme, Thomas, Esther.
hen t and h arein separate syllables, has its own sound, as in
nut’hatech’. Through ignorance, or reverence for the spelling, a th
sound has become standard in some such words; as Waltham (wol’-
thdm; Brit. wél’tdm, -thdm).

t

ti in nation, putlenoeh_lma.rtlal, etc., has the sound of

111.
uhi ), etc., ti has a ch sound.

(shine). In bestial (b&s’ch

8 or z. But i is sometimes heard, as in usu’rious (ti.zhgor/i-is,
U-zhii’ri-#%s); and when unaccented, in issue (ish’a, ish’/c0).

(7) After r the y element is now completely silent in standard speech,
asinrule (rool), brew (broo), crew, prune, true, threw, etc. But
the 6o with tongue forward is still common in these words, though they
are regularly marked with 6o in the respelling in this dictionary (or
without respelling, may beindicatedelgr P. as inrule). By thisadvanced
00, often also with prefixed retracted I, many ericans preserve the
historical distinction in sound between rude and rood, rheum=—
room, threw-through, chews—choose, lute-loot, etc.

(8) When i occurs before r, the 6o clement of the @ sound is com-
monly lowered to 60 just as is the simple 0o sound, in such words as
Europe, fury, bureau, mural, cure, mature, endure. Attention
is often called to it in the Vocabulary by a reference to this section or to
§84. Thus a common pronunciation of the foregoing words is: yoor’ép,
fydor’i, byoor’s, etc. The lowered sound 60 is especially evident
after those consonants where the first (y-) element is sometimes omitted,
as in sure (shoor), rural (réor’dl), jury (joorf).

Just as there is a tendency in Southern British osipeech to change 60
before r into & or 8, likewise the second element of @ (y60) in pure,
ondure, etc., varies to & or 8 (pyodor, pyor, pydr; &n.dycor’,
én-dyor’, én.dydr’; etc.). )

§ 115. uasin pull, bull, push, etc. —otherwisespelled as in wollf,
wood, woman — has thesound of doin foot (§ 85), being mpelleci
";etl}hl'is dx;;tiom(xry ;ln;t.h o"o((§ 7&)) I'lt‘h may btg r?rf%nazked ]:;ithoutdr:d
spelling P or @ (wolf). is 1s_the high- -lax roun
vowel mxde‘:vithvthe ba& of the tongue raised toward the velum, and
with lips rounded a little less than for 60. Thesame sound of u is heard
in sure and in sugar.

116. il as in stin, tin’der, {in-do’ — otherwise spelled asin son,
in’come, does, flood, dou’ble, two’pence (tiip’éns) —is the
“short u” sound. For thefrequentspelling with o (dove, won,done),
see § 77. As pronounced generally in ‘America, this is a central un-
rounded vowel, the highest part of the tongue being a little lower and
farther back than for the & in sofd or & in bettér. )

§ 117. @1 as in Qrn, hiirt, hQrl is the vowel already mentioned in
§ 31, being the accented form corresponding to unaccented & (§ 32).
It is a central vowel, made with the tongue intermediate in position be-
tween front and bacl, although it varies somewhat with different speak-
ers and when it occurs in different positions. The sound fi is otherwise
spelled in fern, err, heard, sir, word, journal, myrrh. .

The sound i occurs also in syllables with only a slight accent, often
not marked, as in bir-lesque’. There is often a choice between fiand &
according tospeed of utterance or difference of usage (bfir-1&sk’, bér-).
Wherever fi is frequently heard in such lightly accented syllables, they
are marked with the sr{mbol 1, it being understood that, when entirely
unaccented, the sound changes, without a sharp dividing line, to &.

When fi, or its equivalent, is followed by r or rr and a vowel, as in
hurry, courage, worry, usage is divided as to the sound of the vowel.
The earlier sound in such words corresponded to the present @, and this
is preserved as the usual pronunciation in America. But in the prevail-
ing speech of England this sound has b ii, often hat modi-
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fied by the following ¥ so as to differ somewhat from i in siin, come,
etc. An intermediate type is also heard in America, acoustically be-
tween @i and i, but @ Is also common even with those speakers whose
speech in some respects resembles British, esp. in the Southern States.

When words like fiir, cfir, stir, err, etc., take a vowel suffix, as in
furry, erring, etc., they retain the 4l of the stem. The word err-
ingis also sometimes pronounced ér’Xng —esp. in unerring — both
probably influenced by érror, érrant; but Or’ing is more usual.

‘The symbol @ is also used in this dictionary to respell French words
like jeu, having the mid-front rounded vowel, and jeune, having the
low-front rounded vowel; or German words like schén, with mid-front
rounded vowel, or kénnen, with low-front rounded vowel. The tongue
for these sounds is somewhat farther forward than for English i, which
is usually not rounded. b .

§ 118. i as in {inite, insiilar, natiire, ver%yre, etc., represents
a modification of i (§§ 112-114) in unaccented syllables. The sound @
differs from i in taking as its second element either the lower 60, or
a briefer form of 60, the same word often varying between a brief 60 or
00 according to conditions of speed, sense stress, or sentence rhythm.

The treatment of the first element of i is much like that of accented
i, according to the preceding consonants. When initial, the y sound is
invariably heard, as in linite, tisurp, eugenic, etc. After s, y is some-
times lost, as in siipreme, often (so'o-prem’), etc. Infamiliar speech
the vowel is often obscured to (%) — (s#-prém’, etc.). After ch (vir-
tuous (viir/tu-%s)), j (judicious (joo-dish’is)), sh (sexual
(sék’shoo-al)), zh (visual (vizh’ti-al)), the y is often lost; but, as
in accented syllables, there is some wavering. After r (prudential
(proo-d&n’shdl)), and a consonant + 1, the y is regularly lost. In
unaccented syllables, however, the preceding consonant often belongs
phonetically to the syllable before the i, as in val’ii-a’tion, with the
result that the i is phonetically initial, and thus takes a clear y sound
(as above): (véil’fi-a’sh#n). Compare re-piite’ with rep’/ii-ta’tion,
sa-lute’ with sal’ti-ta’tion. With these compare at’fluence (Af’lii-
&ns), in which the first element of i is much lesslike y. Likewise after r
in a preceding syllable the y sound is often clear, as in one pronunciation
of erudite (ér’ti-dit), garrulous (gir’/ti-lis). So with partly ac-
cented @ in Matthew (mith’ii), with clear y sound.

§ ll']‘.(;r(tsl;e difference between flu’ent (flco’ént) and af’fluent, see

So far as the second element of the unaccented {i is not already low-
ered to 00 by lack of stress, it undergoes the same lowering effect of a
following r that is seen in accented U (endure’), or in simple 6o
(poor); as in tiranium, diiration, etc. See §§ 84, 114 (8).

Before u in words like censure the s sound is palatalized to sh, and
in words like measure the z sound is talized to zh, the s and z
combining with the initial y element of the u. In the common words of
this sort the u is reduced in ordina
censure (s&n’shér), measure (m&zh’ér). Other examples are
sensuous (sén’shoo-is), visual (vizh’ii-dl; -60-al). Imtial s is
not thus palatalized, however, as in supreme (sii-prém’; si-prem’),
superior, etc., and occasionally when medial, as in consular (kdn’-
sii-1ér; kOn’s#-18r, the first element of & being weakened or lost).

In words like nature, verdure, the off-glide of the t or d combines
with the first element of # to form a sound that varies from tyordytoa
completely palatalized ch or j. The last is the natural pronunciation in
general use by unaffected speakers in all the common words. _ This pai-
atalization is indicated in the pronunciation by the tie bar tii, dii.

This palatalization also takes place before the partly accented 1, asin
virtue (vr’tll, viir'choo), etc. But before fully accented tii, dii,
it does not occur in standard speech (tiine, diity, etc.).

§ 119. % in the unaccented syllables of cireits, dat@m, sitbmit,
circitmstance — otherwise spelled as in porpoise (pdr/piis),
pious, dungeon, righteous, gracious, atom, irksome, na-
tion, etc. — represents the obscuration of a u or an o sound to the
stage of the neutral vowel, the usual italic letter indicating the ob-
scuration.

§ 120. A silent u occurs after g, as in guard, guess, rogue, etc.
In these cases u does not form a digraph with a following vowel, but is a
mere sign of “hard” g.

In the common adjective ending -ful (awful, careful, etc.), the u
is regularly silent in familiar speech, the 1 thus becoming syllabic (8’1’1,
kar’t’l). Thenoun ending-ful, as in cupful, etc., is pronounced with
the vowel 00.

§ 121. u with consonant value. The letter u is an equivalent spell-
ing for w, esp. after q (= k) or g (quality, quite, language, etc.);
occasionally elsewhere, as in persuade, suave, suite.

122, ii as in French menu (mé-nii’), German griin, etc., occurs
only in foreign loan words not yet naturalized. The French sound may
be imitated by firmly rounding the lips as if to pronounce 6o (mdon),
and then, while holding the lips in tﬁs position, pronouncing & (éve).
The German sound is in some words the same as the French, in others
ii isliapproximalely i (i) pronounced with somewhat less rounding of
the lips.

§ 123. vasin vain, vivid, ever, live, valve, wolves —spelled ph
in Stephen (also Steven), nephew (néf’ii; név’ii), and f in of
l(RS\')‘TSis the voiced lip-teeth fricative consonant corresponding to voice-
ess o

v in Spanish is like Spanish b in pronunciation. See § 17.

W

§ 124. w as in we, worse, dwarf, twice — spelled also u (per-
suade, queen), o (memoir (mém’wiir), choir (kwir)) —is a
combined lip and tongue sound, the lips being rounded and the tongue
back raised as for 60 or 00. it may be regarded as a gliding sound,
made while the lips and tongue are moving toward the position of the
following vowel. It is classed as a semivowel.

§ 125. The consonant w sound occurs only before vowels. It is now
silent before r (write, wren, ctc.). The letter is often written finally,
as in snow, know, and now. In snow it is not needed, for © alone
spells the same sound, as in-go. In now, however, w is essential, repre-
senting the second element of the diphthon~ ou in out. Omission of w

speech to € when before T, as in

X1

would change now to n3. The group aw(e) is the final form for the
spelling au.

§ 126. Besides being silent before r (write), w is also silent before
vowels in two classes of instances: (1) When not initial, w coalesced with
its closely related 6o or 60 sound, as in twe (tdo, formerly twoo),
who (hoo, formerly hwoo), sword (sdrd, formerly swoord). Ini-
tially w remains before 00, as in wound (woond; wound), woo,
womb, etc. (2) Before the vowels of unaccented syllables or unstressed
words w regularly disappeared, as in answer (in’s&r), toward
(tord), boatswain (bo’s’n), I’ll go (from ¥’ will go’), and the
endings -wich and -wick of place names — Woolwich (wool’ij),
Warwick (wdr/ik). Many such silent w’s have been restored b
spelling pronunciation. In one, once, w is sounded but not spelled.

wh

§ 127. wh as in which, when, whale, etc., represents either
h + wor a voiceless w sound. Voiceless w and hw sound very much
alike. The symbol hw is commonly used for either sound.

w for hw 1s now usual in standard Southern British speech. In Scot-
land, in Ireland, in North England, and in America, hw is the usual

pronunciation, ti:ough the w sound appears to be spreading in America.

X

§ 128. The letter x spells six sounds in English: (1) ks, as in box,
exclaim’, etc.; (2) gz, as in exact’, exist/, exag’gerate, etc.; 53)
ksh, as in an’xious (fingk’shiis), lux’ury (liik’shoo.-ri); (4)
gzh, as in luxu’rious (Ilig-zhdor’i-is); (5) z, in anxi’ety (Ang-
z1’é-tY) and initially in Greek derivatives, as xy’lophone (z1’15-), etc.;
(6) sh, as in one pronunciation of anx’ious (Ang’shais). In exoept}
(€k-sépt’), exscind’ (€k-sind’), the s element of x has merged with
the s sound of the ¢, or se. In (3), (4), and (6) the s or z element of x
I(néxsi (k))ae)en palatalized by the following i, or by the y element of i or #i

It will be scen in the above examples that when x immediately follows
an accented vowel (ex’it, lux’ury), or is followed by a consonant sound
(exclaim’), it is voiceless (ks, ksh, sh); when it immediately follows
an unaccented vowel (exact’, exhort’, luxu’rious, anxi’ety), it is
voiced (gz, gzh, z).

But the analogy of differently accented forms of related words dis-
turbs this natural phonetic tendency; thus luxu’rious is also pro-
nounced llik-shoor’i-is, by analogy of lux’ury; and conversely,
lux’ury is sometimes liig’zhoo-ri. Moreover, less familiar words
are likely to have ks from the spelling, or from a foreign pronunciation,
asin axil/la, etc. Exhaust’ (ég-z0st’) and exhort’ (& -zort’) are
regular, the h being silent; so is exhale’, being ég-zal’, if h is silent,
but &ks-h&l’ if it is sounded, ks being regular before a consonant sound.

b 4

§ 129. y in English spells one consonant (yes) and the following four
vowels: (1) 1 (sky, defy, style, etc.); (2) I (Iyric, nymph, pity,
ready (§ 130), etc.); (3) @ (myrrh, myrtle, etc.); (4) & (martyr,
zephyr, etc.). y (or ey) is the regular spelling for the final sounds 1
(fly) and { (ready, money). These sounds of y may be indicated
without respelling as in sky, nymph, myrrh, martyr.

§ 130. Unaccented Yy as in ready, or ey as in money,
varies considerably from accented I. For this variation and for that of
medsxgl 5§ (g;)alysns), the equivalent of medial unaccented % (charity),
see , 54.

§131. As a consonant, y is the tdx;pical latal semivowel, formed
with the front of the tongue, behind the tip (which is lowered), near or
touching the hard palate. It corresponds to the sound of j in German
and Latin. English y differs from that of German and some other Euro-
pean ages in having no fricative or other sound but voice. It is
analogous to w in being a gliding sound (§ 124). Itisspelled y in year,
you, beyond, etc.; i in poniard, union, etc; e in feud (h'ld),
linear (lin’é.ér; lin’yér); j in hallelujah; g in vignette. Itis
sounded without being spelled by a separate letter in use, unite,
value, etc.

Like w, consonant y can occur only before vowels, not at the end of
words. When written at the end of words, it is: (1) a vowel (ready);
(2) adiphthong (sky); (3) the “‘vanish” of the gartialdiphthong a (day,
they); or (4) thesecond element of a full diphthong oi (boy). Unlike
w, ¥ by itself can spell a vowel (ready) or a diphthong (sky).

z

§ 132. z asin zeal, hazy, buzz, etc., is the voiced tongue-point al-
veolar fricative continuant corresponding to voiceless 8 (§ 97). zis often
spelled with s, as in busy, his, ears, robs, roses, etc. It is rarely
spelled sc (one pronunciation of discern) or ¢ (one pronunciation of
suffice, sacrifice).

§ 133. z as in azure, seizure, grazier, etc., has the sound of zh,
the voiced correlative of sh. The same sound is srclled s in vision,
measure, etc. In the foregoing, the zh sound results from the palatal-
ization of z before i or y (§ 103). zh s tijso spelled in French deriva-
tives by g (rouge) and by j (bijou). It forms the second element
of the consonantal diphthong j (nearly d + zh).

RULES FOR THE PRONUNCIATION
OF LATIN ENTRIES

Vowels not followed by a consonant in the same syllable are to be
pronounced long (3, §, 1, 5, ), and vowels followed by a consonant in
the same syllable are to be pronounced short (%, &, Y, 8, i), unless the
respelling for pronunciation indicates otherwise. Consonants have the
same value as'in similar situations in English unless the respelling indi-
cates otherwise. For those who Erefer to pronounce the Latin entries
according to the “Roman” method, the syllabification as indicated,
together with the rules for such pronunciation as set forth in the Latin

g rs, will be a sufficient guide.



