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- The Cambridge Companion to Philosophy

The Cambridge Companions to Philosophy provide comprehensive,up to date,
yet accessible critical analysis of major Western philosophers.Each volume con-
tains specially commissioned essays,by an international team of scholars,which
focus on central topics and texts from the work of a given philosopher,together
with a substantial bibliography.

One aim of the series is to dispel the intimidation such readers often feel when
faced with the work of a difficult and challenging thinker. New readers and non-
specialists will find these volumes the most convenient and authoritative guides
currently available,while advanced students and specialists will find in each vol-
ume a conspectus of recent developments in critical interpretation.
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The purpose of this series is to provide comprehensive ex-
pository and critical surveys of the work of major philoso-
phers. Each volume, which contains commissioned essays
by an international group of scholars, as well as a substantial
bibliography, will serve as a reference work for students and
nonspecialists. One aim of the series is to dispel the intimi-
dation such readers often feel when faced with the work of a
difficult and challenging thinker.

Martin Heidegger is now widely recognized alongside Witt-
genstein as one of the greatest philosophers of the twentieth
century. He transformed mainstream philosophy by defining
its central task as asking the “question of being,” and he has
had a profound impact on such fields as literary theory, theol-
ogy, psychotherapy, political theory, aesthetics, and environ-
mental studies. His thought has contributed to the recent
turn to hermeneutics in philosophy and the social sciences
and to current postmodern and poststructuralist develop-
ments. Moreover, the disclosure of his deep involvement in
the ideology of Nazism has provoked much debate about the
relation of philosophy to politics. This volume contains
both overviews of Heidegger’s life and works and analyses of
his most important work, Being and Time. In addition there
are discussions of Heidegger’s thought in relation to politics,
theology, ecology, psychotherapy, Eastern thought, and the
philosophy of language. The volume also contains an in-
depth study of what has been called Heidegger’s second great-
est work, the Beitrdge zur Philosophie.

New readers and nonspecialists will find this the most con-
venient, accessible guide to Heidegger currently available.
Advanced students and specialists will find a conspectus of
recent developments in the interpretation of Heidegger.
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