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PREFACE

HIS VOLUME contains presentations by the many inves-

tigators who contributed to the success of the symposia
on the “Diagnosis and Treatment of Fungal Infections™ at
the annual meetings of the American Academy of Der-
matology in recent years. In addition, there are manuscripts
by other authors who by their research have contributed to
our knowledge of mycotic infections. In preparing this book,
an attempt has been made to bridge the gap between the
basic scientistand the clinician, to expand present knowledge
and to present results of recent research.

The Academy symposium served for many years as an
educational experience for trainees in dermatology and a
refresher course for practitioners. Participants were carefully
selected for their expertise; therefore, the manuscripts
included in this volume reflect current opinion as stated by
well-qualified scientists.

The past fifteen years have witnessed significant advances
in the diagnosis and treatment of mycotic infections. Modern
medical science is deeply indebted to those investigators
whose ingenuity was responsible for the basic and clinical
research necessary for the continued production of new and
more effective diagnostic and therapeutic methods.

The annual meeting of the American Academy of Der-
matology has provided the stage setting for the initial presen-
tations of many innovations in the field of mycology. Who
could forget the dramatic introduction of griseofulvin by Har-
vey Blank in 1959 or the novel exhibit on fungus cultures
by J. Walter Wilson? Tolnaftate, another specific antifungal
drug, made its debut at an American Academy meeting. Har-
rell, Zaias, Ochoa, Wilson, Arnold, Marples, Everett, Weary,
Roth, and many others unselfishly gave their time and effort
to prepare and present outstanding papers for this annual
symposiuim.

In this volume there are articles on various subjects con-
cerning both superficial and deep mycotic infections. This
book is not a comprehensive review of the field of mycology
and is not intended as a text for students. It is a compilation

xi
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of articles representing current thought on various topics in
the research, diagnosis and treatment of fungal infections.
As organizer and moderator of the American Academy of
Dermatology Symposium on the Diagnosis and Treatment
of Fungal Infections, I enjoyed the cooperation of my old
friends who not only presented papers, but also helped me
find young talented people who were also willing to con-
tribute to our knowledge.
As editor of this publication, I wish to extend my sincere
thanks to all who contributed manuscripts.
Harry M. Robinson, Jr.
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