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Change And Breakthrough

| am Yan Hong's advising professor when he studies in the Central Academy of Fine
Arts, mural painting department as a graduate student. With a majority experience in oil
painting, Hong faces a challenging art life in mural painting department. However, he is
passionate with the new research and treats this challenge as another dimension in his of
fine art. The study in mural painting include the use of a variety of materials and media, the
composition of the screen principles, etc. Meanwhile as his advising professor, | consider

these training play a key role in his future creation.

In the 1920s, the Industrialization and civilization changed the whole society's perception
of aesthetic in western world. And then, this change leads to the creation of modern arts.
While, Impressionism and Post-Impressionism become the most popular form of art at that
time, and people were looking for something new. Until 1980s, Modern art were introduced to
China by exhibitions. Moreover as more than 20 years have passed, Modern arts have been
widely accepted in today's China.

Furthermore, in my opinion, the transition from traditionalism to modernism in Hong's
art. His painting keeps both the traditional aesthetic and the exploration. of modern fine
arts. Landscape painting have been the main category in Hong's Artwork. He observes the
surrounding scenery, carefully sketching is his creative way. In the later stage of his paintings,
he found the fun of creation and | appreciate this change in his performance and the talent
inspired. Thereby he has been so comfortable with the color, the lines and the combination.

Besides, Hong told me that whenever he feels his mind were lost in a real life, he can
always find himself through painting. | believe his journey of art has set sail, and he will bring

us more pleasant surprise.
Tang Hui

1st, December, 2016, Wangjing
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Strokes Make Affections

—Yan Hong, a rising contemporary expressional artist

When | met Yan Hong, the young artist, he was a graduate student in China Central
Academy of Fine Arts (CAFA), studying mural painting in the school of fine arts. Although he
was already at his forties, pursuing arts for more than 20 years.

The first impression he gave me was enthusiasm, sincerity and simplicity. He showed
me his paintings on the first time we met, and | was impressed by his broad knowledge and
strong artistic ability, that is further reflected in his sketches, oil paintings, human portrait, and
landscape paintings. | was told that Hong has an affection of fine art since childhood. He has
practiced traditional Chinese realistic painting, graphic design, industrial arts, and later got
admitted to CAFA, the most prestigious institution of fine arts in China. In the past two decades,
he is in constant pursue of aesthetics, during which he has broaden his horizon, strengthened
his mind, enhanced his comprehension of arts and paintings. Meanwhile, | have appreciated
a great deal of his works, and | am confident to say that Hong is a truly rising oil painting
artist. with talent and creativity. In his work, there is an organic fusion of the authenticity and
impressionism from the traditional Chinese painting, with the abstractionism and romanticism
from the western schools, creating a contemporary artistic pattern with strong Chinese roots.

Moreover, Hong refines his brushwork from both impressionism and modern
abstractionism. From his oil painting, | found traits of C é zanne in composition, Van Gogh in
color, Matisse in Fauves, and Picasso in mysticism. Hong has innovated his presentation
techniques with both impasto and sfumato, making a color effect similar to the ingenious “water
and powder infusion” found in the traditional Chinese painting. Such uniqueness paved
the way for free inspiration, making the best artistic effects of multi-layer, multi—-color tones
presentation with the oil painting materials.

Furthermore, in Hong' s landscape painting, he expresses his perception and appreciation
of Mother Nature. In - “The Setting Sun” , he uses bright and joyful color tones for the trees,
mountains, sky and the village. However, a drastic change is used for the foliage, which
essentially infers hope for the spring. “Time” and “Peace” depict the ancient villages in
southern Anhui, those old houses have witnessed the times and tides for hundreds of years
and are still appreciated by the younger generation and artists.

Hong’s human portraits shows his strong feeling about modern society and his
interpretation of current culture. He expressed his pursuing of a higher quality spiritual and
cultural life through “Listen to harp” , and his appreciation of pure love through “Purity” .

Hong’ s work is truly reflection of his passion and enthusiasm. | enjoy the beauty and
magnificent, and | hope you will find the same enjoyment in this collection.

Chen, Deqin

5th, August, 2012
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e (1) FomEiHE
Peach (1) Oilon canvas

80x110cm
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BKTE (2) TomEimE
Peach (2) Oilon canvas

110 x 140cm
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BKiE (3) FhmEimE
Peach (3) Oilon canvas

80 x110cm
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