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PREFACE

The aim of this practical guide is to enable trainee teachers, practising
teachers and support staff to develop their knowledge and understand-
ing of how to effectively promote teaching and learning in a specialist or
mainstream provision for children and young people from 0-25 years.
The book will support teaching in a range of contexts including special-
ist and mainstream primary and secondary schools, pupil referral units,
resource/specialist based provisions attached to mainstream schools and
residential schools and those teaching in the further education sector.

This book has been written by a range of experts in the field of special
educational needs who are currently working or who have worked with
vulnerable children across the age phases early years to post 16. Their
extensive knowledge and understanding of teaching and learning has
resulted in a comprehensive guide to supporting those who are embarking
on or who are currently teaching in a specialist context or indeed for those
working in a mainstream provision. The book also includes guidance from
those employed within the health services who offer specific advice and
guidance in teaching those with disabilities. The book will be useful to
those who are on teaching practice as part of their teacher training and for
teachers and support staff who are teaching in a specialist or mainstream
context for the first time.

It is hoped that by the end of this book you will be able to confidently
teach pupils with a range of areas of exceptionality. This book will share
teaching strategies to allow you to engage with often hard to reach
learners. Before you can begin teaching pupils with special educational
needs and/or disabilities you need to understand their holistic needs.
Therefore, this book focuses on supporting the whole child or young
person in collaboration with their families and other professionals who
are involved with their education and care.

For the purpose of this book and for ease of reading, the term ‘pupil’
will be used throughout to refer to all children and young people from
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5-25 years. There will of course be exceptions to this where the reference
is to children in the EYFS (0-5 years) and in relation to the views of
parents and looked after children.

Chapter features

Within each of the chapters there will be a consistent structure. At the
beginning of each chapter you will see ‘Key ideas explored in this chap-
ter’. This sets out a series of statements which refer to the chapter con-
tent and the expected learning you will acquire. Embedded in each
chapter you will also find case studies from the practitioners and reflec-
tive activities for you to consider in light of the content. The case stud-
ies and reflective accounts are all based on real situations/experiences;
however, the names used are fictitious. Each chapter will close with
suggested additional resources that the contributors and 1 recommend
you read/access. These will be essential to further develop your knowl-
edge and understanding of the particular needs and requirements of the
pupils you teach.

Online extras

Additional materials have kindly been supplied by Gibside
School, Gateshead and Judith Donovan, and can be found at
www.sagepub.co.uk/martindenham. These include exemplar
learning and behaviour plans, level descriptors and schemes of work
for teaching pupils with special educational needs and disabilities.
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