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Preface

This monograph presents the Indian law of contracts for a foreign lawyer. It
discusses important principles of contract law as found in the Indian Contract Act
1872 and other special laws and precedent. At first sight, a reader might be tempted
to think that Indian law follows English law. This is to some extent true, because
the Act draws heavily on the English common law prevalent when it was enacted.
Yet Indian law differs on many important aspects; the difference have been
highlighted at suitable places. Contracts are governed by many other statutes. These
statutes and their application are stated at appropriate places. Reference to case law
is also indispensable for interpretation of the Act. Many case laws decide principles
on which the Act is silent. The statutes and judgments, especially of the Supreme
Court of India, are available on the Internet for anyone wanting to know the details.
The law stated here is updated as of August 2015.

Nilima Bhadbhade, Ph.D., Pune.
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