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Preface

New to This Edition

Every chapter in the seventh edition of The American Journey has been carefully
revised to present a briefer, more accessible approach to the material while continuing
to emphasize its unique features—chronological organization, geographical literacy,
regional balance, and religion.

Personalize Learning with New MyHistoryLab

This text features full integration with the new MyHistoryLab—a rich resource that
delivers proven results in helping students succeed, provides engaging experiences that
personalize learning, and comes from a trusted partner with educational expertise and
a deep commitment to helping students and instructors achieve their goals.

 The Pearson eText, with a new streamlined design for tablet devices, lets students
access The American Journey anytime, anywhere, and any way they want—and
they can listen to and download every chapter. Section tabs on the margin of every
page make the text much easier to navigate. The new Pearson eText is now fully
interactive and links to all the learning resources in the MyLab.

 Chapter launcher videos introduce students to the material, helping to engage
them even before they begin reading the chapter. Each chapter has a 15-minute
segment, comprised of a three-minute overview and three four-minute videos
on specific topics. The videos are featured on the second page, directly after the
chapter opener.

¢ In the new MyHistoryLibrary with audio, students can read, listen to, annotate,
download, and print over 200 of the most commonly assigned primary source
documents. These documents can also be annotated by instructors.

» With the new History Explorer, students visualize and analyze historical
evidence in a powerful mapping resource. The modules cover topics from English
Colonization to the Civil Rights Movement, and each contains an assignable
exercise with automated assessment. They are also featured in every chapter of the
text in a special box.

o The new automated writing assessment engine allows students to further explore
key topics by responding to them in essay form. The system offers ten formal
prompts on standard topics like the American Revolution, the Lewis and Clark
expedition, and the New Deal. Each assignment is based on one of MyHistoryLab’s
engaging Author Video Lectures.

* A personalized study plan for each student, based on Bloom’s Taxonomy, promotes
critical thinking skills and helps students succeed in the course and beyond.

» Assessment tied to videos, applications, and chapters enables instructors and
students to track progress and get immediate feedback. Instructors will be able to
find the best resources for teaching their students.

» MyHistoryLab icons are paired with images in the text for more thorough
integration between the book and online resources.

» The new Instructor’s eText makes it easier than ever for instructors to access
subject-specific resources for class preparation. Housed within MyHistoryLab,

XXXIiX
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it serves as the hub for all available instructor resources—including the new
MyHistoryLab Instructor’s Guide.

e The new MyHistoryLab Instructor’s Guide outlines the basic steps for registering
and building a course in MyHistoryLab and describes the key resources and
assignments available for each chapter of The American Journey.

o The Class Preparation Tool collects the best class presentation resources in one
convenient online destination. Resources include PowerPoint slides, streaming
audio and video, audio clips for class tests and quizzes, and all illustrations for
creating interactive lectures.

Engage Students and Improve Critical Thinking

¢ Chapter introductory vignettes provide brief firsthand accounts from individuals
who powerfully recount the personal journeys they took in their lives. Each of these
“voices” relates to the themes that follow in the chapter.

e Chapter images are bigger, visually interesting, and informative. Photographs and
pieces of fine art encapsulate emotional and historical meaning. Captions provide
valuable information that allows for a fuller understanding of the people who lived
the American journey.

¢ From Then to Now relates important issues and events in each chapter to the
issues and events of today, letting students see the relevance of history to their lives.

This feature also provides thought-provoking visuals to support and enhance the
narrative.

Support Instructors

¢ Learning Objective questions highlight the important issues and themes. Each
is linked to one of the chapter’s main sections, and they are all emphasized in the
chapter overview.

e The Chapter Review on the last page addresses all four Learning Objective
questions from the beginning of each chapter in brief 50-word answers,
summarizing the important issues and themes.

¢ The thematic timeline ending each chapter reinforces the essential points of the
narrative, as events are tied to key terms from the text.
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